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INTRODUCTION. 



The object of the Expedition, of which the 
following pages contain a brief Narrative, is 
already so generally well known, that it re- 
quires little to be said upon it in the way of 
preface. Before we sailed on the first Expedi- 
tion to the Polar Seas, great hopes were enter- 
tained, from the reports of several masters of 
Greenland ships, and other persons, that 
some great change had taken place in the 
Arctic regions; in consequence of which 
they were expected to be found navigable to 
a greater extent than they had been for some 
centuries past. From what we saw, however, 
on that voyage, we had every reason to sup- 
pose that Nature is nearly as regular and uni- 
form in her operations there as in other parts 
of the globe ; for our Greenland masters, 
who had been in the habit of visiting these 
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seas annually for nearly twenty years, declared 
that they observed no material difference in 
the state of the ice. 

Although the hopes thus raised were in 
some measure subverted by our first expedi- 
tion, yet other facts and circumstances, of a 
more substantial kind, were observed during 
that voyage, which tended to prove the ex- 
istence of a North- West Passage in a much 
clearer manner than the supposititious argu- 
ments that had been advanced in favour of it 
before ; for we have reason to believe, fix^n 
what we saw, that the different wide openings 
on the north and west side of Baffin's Bay, 
which were before called Sounds, are exten- 
sive inlets, leading to another sea in these di-- 
rections ; for the only one of these inlets into 
which we entered was that which Baffin called 
Lancaster's Sound ; . and from what we ascer- 
tained of it, I believe that no doubt remained 
ou the minds of most of those who were 
there, that it was a Strait, or Passage, and 
not a Sound. This is the rational infer- 
ence, since we went upwards of eighty miles 
into it, and yet saw no appearance of land, or 
any thing else to obstruct our progress. 

Various other circumstances might be men- 
tioned that tended to make this spacious inlet 
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an object of interesting inquiry ; but the ques- 
tion respecting it has already been so much 
agitated, that it is unnecessary to say any 
thing on the subject, farther than that one of 
the principal objects of the Expedition was 
to explore it. 

The vessels appointed for this service were 
His Majesty's ships Hecla and Griper, the 
former a vessel of nearly four hundred tons, 
and from her construction, (having been built 
for a bomb,) well adapted for stowage,^ — an 
object of the first importance where we were 
obliged to carry fuel, provisions, stores, and 
indeed every article that we were furnished 
with for the voyage. The Griper was a 
much smaller vessel than the Heda, having 
been formerly a twelve^gun brig. Her ac 
commodations, however, were considerably 
improved by her having been rose upon ; 
but she was notwithstanding very much in« 
ferior to the other ship in every respect, as she 
neither sailed so well, nor did she carry her 
own supply of provisions, &c ; for, although 
the Expedition was furnished with stores and 
provisions for two years, yet, in less than half 
that time, the Griper required J;o be supplied 
from the Hecla with different articles. In 
other respects, however, their equipment was 
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very good, and nothing was n^Iected to 
render them fit for the service on which they 
were to be employed. They were strength- 
ened in every way^ as much as wood and iron 
could strengthen them, having, in the first 
place, the whole of their outside, from the 
keel to some distance above the water-line, 
covered with an extra lining of oak-plank, 
from three to four inches thick, and, within, 
a number of additional beams, and other 
timbers, put into their hold, in order that 
they might withstand the pressure of the ice, 
in the event of their being caught between 
two floes of it. Their bows were also covered 
with strong plates of iron, to defend them 
from receiving damage by striking against 
the floating ice. They were likewise fitted 
up, inside, so as to make the accommodations 
of both ofiicers and men as comfortable as 
the size of the vessels would admit. To guard, 
as much as possibl^^ against the rigour of the 
climate, we were also provided with standing 
bed-places, which were deemed to be warmer 
than cots, or hammocks ; and, in the event of 
our not efiecting the passage, we were pro- 
vided with planks,, tarpaulins, and Russian- 
matSf for housing th^ ships during the winter, 
(HO as to be able to take exercise on deck in 
ad weather. The men, as on the former 
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voyage, were furnished by Grovemment with 
a suit of warm clothes, and a wolf-skin blan- 
ket, gratis. 

The means of preserving the health of the 
crews were also well attended to ; for besides 
the salt provisions being of a good quality, 
and recently cured, there was a large quantity 
of Messrs. Donkin and HalFs preserved meats 
and soups supplied. Antiscorbutics, of dif- 
ferent kinds, were also provided, such as 
lemon-juice, sour-crout, essence of spruce^ 
and essence of malt and hops ; and, in case of 
our meeting with Indians or Esquimaux that 
could supply us with provisions, or any thing 
else that might be useful, Government sent 
with us a considerable quantity of toys, and 
other articles, to barter for whatever they 
might have to interchange. These articles 
consisted of jackets and trowsers of coarse 
cloth, shirts, brass-kettles, knives, forks, and 
spoons, looking-glasses, glass-beads of various 
colours, and other matters, either for use or 
ornament In fact, every thing had been 
provided that was deemed likely to be of use 
in forwarding the object of the Expedition, 
and in making those who were employed on 
it as comfortable as the nature of the service 
would admit. 
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Tuesday^ May i^th^ 1819. — Many interesting par- 
ticulars connected with our expedition might be 
mentioned prior to the details of this day ; but as 
they cannot, strictly speaking, be considered as 
forming a part of the occurrences of the voyage, I 
shall begin my narrative only from the time that we 
started from Deptford. We have been ready for 
sailing for some days past, but during that time the 
wind has been from the eastward, which prevented 
our. departure. In order therefore to avoid farther 
delay, steam vessels were applied for to tow us down 
yesterday : but, in consequence of the great demand 
for these vessels for some time pa^ none could be 
procured until this morning ; the delay occasioned 
was not, however, much regretted, as it afforded many 
an opportunity of passing another night amongst 
their friends whom they were on the point of leaving 
for some time. The eventful moment of departure 
at length arrived, for at a quarter before eight o'clock 
thi9 mornings we cast off from His Majesty's hulk 
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and were hnmediatdy taken in toir 
by the Eclipse steam-boot, which, notwithstanding 
the wind, and, for smne part of the time, the tide were 
against us, managed to take us down to Nwthfleet, 
a distance, I believe, of eighteen miles, in less than 
five hours ; for we made fast to one of the buoys at 
the ^bove place at half past twelve o'clock. 

The appearance of the country along the baiiks of 
the river, as we went down» was at this time ex- 
tremely beautiful, t>articularly on the right side, 
where the villas, &c. that adorn that bank were seen 
to the greatest advsmtage, surrounded with groves of 
finit and other trees, all in blossom, and the mea- 
dows which lay between them and the river abound- 
ing with the most luxuriant vegetatiofi, <» which 
were feeding numerous flocks, and herds of sheep 
and black catfle. In fact, nature and art seemed as 
if they had combined their efforts, in order to give us 
a beantiful specimen of the scenery of our native 
isle, that we might contrast it with the dreai:^ pio» 
apects diat we soon expected to see in the frooea 
regions we were about to viat; the comparison 
might, indeed, at this time foe made by ikiost of ut» 
as the greatest part had already seen the snow^dad 
mountains of the frigid zone. 

As there was only one steam^boat procured, that 
which brought us dowo returned immediately j(we 
made fast) for the Griper, and arrived with . her . a 
little before eleven o^diock at night. 

I cannot omit mentioning, in this plac^ it certais 
coincidence that has occurred with respect to. thie 
day of the month that the expeditions, on discovery 
sailed iktst year, and this ; for it was on the 4feh of 
Apiil we sailed from Deptfixd last year, and aiidioiigh 
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« ihonth lata* this year, it appears somewhat remark* 
able, that, without any preconcerted plan, it should 
happen to be the same day of the month on which 
we commence the second voyage. 

Thursday^ dth.^-^^We received (from Woolwich) 
all our ordnance-stores to-day, except the powder, 
which is expected down to-mOrrow. 
' To guard as much as possible against the magnetic 
influence of iron upon the compasses, a pair of brass 
guns (six pounders) have been sent for the quarter 
deck* After the guns and other stores were placed 
in the respective places where it is intended they are 
to remain, an experiment was performed for the pur«- 
pose of ascertaining the effect of local attraction on 
the compasses ; or, to use the term that has been 
lately adopted, to determine the deviation of the 
compass, or magnetic needle, with the ship's head 
brought to the different points of the compass. As 
the result of this experiment may be better underr 
stood by a diagram of the operation than by words 
CH^ly, I have drawn a sketch of the whole process 
(see Appendix), which exhibits at one view the 
SQiQuitt of deviation with the ship's head on every 
point of the compass except west, W. by S,, and 
W. S. W,, the tide being so strong that the ship's 
head could not be kept steady on these points. 
' Friday, Tth. — We received our powder this morn- 
ing, and at two o'clock in the afternoon we cast off 
and made sail, but the wind being against us, we 
got no farther than that part of the rivei" called tlie 
Lower Hope> where we anchored between four and 
five in the afternoon. 

We were agreeably surprised to-day to find that 
the Gtiper behaved so well under canvass ; for tlie 
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general opinion was, from the trial made with her 
some time ago at Deptford, that she would be very 
crank. The breeze we had to-day was not indeed 
sufficiently strong to enable us to judge with certainty 
of her quaUties as a sea-boat ; I ishall therefore avoid 
saying any thing more respecting her for the pre- 
sent, as we shall have many opportunities hereafter 
of judging of her under circumstances that will enable 
lis to speak with certainty of her good or bad qua- 
lities. All that can be said at present is, that she an- 
swers beyond expectation, inasmuch that all those 
who had any doubts respecting her, and saw her 
under weigh to-day, are already perfectly satisfied of 
her safety as far as her construction is concerned in 
tendering her sea-worthy. 

With respect to the Hecia, she appears to answer 
every expectation, in being one of the fittest vessels 
that could possibly be chosen for the service we are 
going upon, for she is easily worked, is very capa- 
cious for a vessel of her tonnage, and is remarkably 
strong, a quality of the first importance in the re- 
gions we are bound to explore. 

As to the sailing qualities of either vessel, very 
little can as yet be said ; it would be preposterous, 
however, to suppose that ships bound up with wood 
and iron, in the way in which they are, can be fast 
sailers ; and even if they were, it would be only a 
quality of secondary consideration : for our business 
is not to run, and have only a bird's-eye view of the 
places we pass, but to examine with patience and 
perseverance ; ** for who knows what there is, where 
man has never been ?'* 

Saturday J 8th. — We got under weigh early this 
morning, and worked down as far as Sea*Reach,. 
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where we anchored about seven o'clock, A. M., being^^ 
unable to proceed any farther, on account of the flood-^ 
tide beginning to flow. We weighed again about 
noon, and worked down to the Nore, where we an- 
chored between four and five o'clock in the afternoon. 

Immediately we anchored, the Bee Tender came 
alongside with the chronometers, and the different 
nautical, astronomical, and meteorological instru* 
ments, &c. supplied for the expedition. With regard 
to the number and variety of these instruments, we 
are, as may be seen from the list in the Appendix, as 
amply supplied as any expedition that ever left this, 
or, perhaps, any other country before. Besides the 
instruments provided by government, most of the 
officers have some of their own, so that altogether 
it may be presumed we are, as I have just said, as 
well furnished, with the means of fulfilling all the 
nautical and other scientific objects of the expedition 
as any of the illustrious navigators who have been 
employed on similar pursuits before us. 

Monday 9 lOtii."^ The ship's companies were paid 
this afternoon the wages due to them since they 
joined the ships, together with three months' ad- 
vance, in order ta enable them to purchase clothing, 
and such other articles as they might deem necessary 
for the voyage y and in case any of them, from care- 
lessness, or due consideration of the climate they 
are going to, should neglect to. provide themselves 
with the articles of clothing most necessary for their 
own comforts, a list was made of those things that 
were deemed indispensably necessary, with which 
every man was ordered to furnish himself. 

In the evening, a lighter came alongside with four 

.bullocks, some casks of beer, and as much fresh water 

•I " . . 
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as completed our stock of that necessary article foi' 
some months, so that we are now perfectly reftdy U^ 
take bur departure. 

Tuesday f lltk.-^ The anxious moment of tb6 ac*- 
tual commencement of our voyage has at lengtb 
toived; for, at ten o'clock this forenoon we weighed 
ahd made sail with a fine breeze from the westward^ 
which enabled us, before dark, to get clear of iJwl 
intiicate passage the Swir, and the different shoato 
with which this part of the coast abounds. 

We commenced our meteorological register to-day 
at noon^ the temperature of the air in the shade wad 
at that time 62* ; that of sea^-water at the surface 57^, 
and the height of the barometer 30.19 inches. The 
specific gravity of the sea^-water is intended to be 
taken also every day at noon ; but it would be use^ 
less to lake it to-day, as it would undoubtedly be 
iaflfected by the* fresh water from the Thames, and 
the numerous smaller streams that discharge their 
contents into the sea about this place. The temper^ 
ature of the air and water, as above stated, is to be 
taken every two hours, both day and night, and the 
height of the barometer four times a day ; viz. at six 
o'clock in the morning, noon, six in the afternoon, 
and midnight. The direction of the wind, and state 
of the weather, is also to be noted at the time of 
registering the above observations, together wi#i my 
other phenomena connected mth metidoriAogy ibat 
may occur. 

Wednesday J l^^th. — We have been enabled within 
tiiese two days to judge of the comparative merits, 
in point of sailing, of the two ships (before the 
wind), Willi a degree of certainty that puts the 
matter completely beycmd doubt ; the disparity, in- 
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deed,, is so copalden^lew that it was deemed oe^ 
cessary to take tbi9 Griper in tow this morniiBg. We 
were obliged to anchor this evening abreast of WiiK 
terton Lights, owing to the wind getting sq hf^ 
that it was impossible tagteoa the flood-tide. 
' Thursday p 13£^->r-We weighed again last night» 
and worked to the northward until sevoi o'clock this 
morning, when .we were again forced to bring to^ 
until the tide came in qur favour, which took place 
about one o'clock. We xlropped anchor again in the 
evening, to preserve the ground wc had gained ia 
the course of the afternoon. We had considerable 
satisfaction to find, to-day, that the Griper answers 
remarkably well upon a wind, a very essential quality 
indeed in some situations we may happen to be placed 
in, - . 

i^Wdoy, Jl4tife. -^ We got under weigh again thisi 
morning, and were making the best of our way to 
the northward until a quarter before five O' clock, 
when we were all on a sudden a littie startied by the 
afaip strildng on the ea$t end of Sheeringbam ShoaL 
The shock, or rather the shocks, for she touched 
three timei^ brought almost every person on deck 
in a few minutes ; but before most of lis got there, 
all was right again. I suspect, indeed, that had it 
not been fov the rough sea that was running, which 
caused the ship to pitch considerably, that she would 
have gone over it without touching ; but, fortunately, 
even as it was, there was no damage done. 
• Thursday y 14/*. — The wind being still, against us, 
it would again be necessaiy to anchor when the ebb 
tide was^ done ; but fircwn the freshness of the breeze, 
the sea got 4ip so much that this could not be done 
on an c^en coast such as we were on, without run- 
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ning the risk of loosing an iiBchor and cable. In 
consideration of these circumstances it was deemed 
the most proper measure to put back to Yannouth 
Roads, which was the nearest port, and there to re- 
main until we should be favoured with wind that 
would enable us to resume our voyage with some 
prospect of success. Our stay here was agreeably to 
our wishes of very short duration, for we only arrived 
there at half past one o* clock, and, about midnight, 
we were again under weigh. During the time we 
lay in the Roads, we were visited^ by Captain Wells 
and some of the officers pf His Majesty's ship Wye, 
which lay at anchor here. 

Saturday 9 15th. — We have been employed all day 
working to the northward, and in the evening it fell 
calm« so that we were as usual obliged to anchor, to 
prevent our being carried by the tide amongst the 
sands that lay off this part of the coast. 

Sunday^ 16 th. — We got under weigh again early this 
morning, and made all sail, the wind having at length 
sgrung up right in our favour ; this being the Griper's 
worst point of sailing, she was again taken in tow. 
In the course of the forenoon, divine service was per- 
formed, which almost the whole of the officers and 
ship's company were able to attend, the weather 
being so fine that their service was not required on 
deck. During the day, we passed several flocks of that 
species of diver called by Linnaeus Colymbus Traile, 
and commonly known to seamen, by the name of Loon, 
or Willock. These birds must be very widely scat- 
tered over the northern seas ; for we found them last 
year in great numbers in t)avis's Straits, and Baffin's 
Bay, and occasionally in different parts of the At* 
Ian tic during our passage across it. 
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Movkay, IJth. — We discharged our pilot this 
morning into the Swallow revenue cutter. He was 
charged with a considerable number of letters from 
the officers and men^ this being, in all probability, the 
last opportunity that we shall have for some time of 
sending letters to our friends. In the course of the 
day, we saw several of the divers called in the Lin- 
n^an arrangement Alca Arctica, and commonly deno- 
minated by seamen Puffin. 

, Tmsdayt 18<A. — Nothing occurred to-day worthy 
of remark, the weather continues very fine, and the 
wind still in our fevour \ in the course of the after- 
noon we had a distant view of Morven Hill, and 
several other mountains in Banf^hire, that appeared 
as it were rearing their lofty summits out of the 



L . . , >^ . 

■ ' Wednesday, \^th. — A similar appearance was pre- 
sented to-day by Fair Island, on being first seen. It 
is not indeed of any great height, but it is a fact well 
known in optics, that, unless a person has something 
of a correct idea of the distance of an object, he will 
fancy it great or small, according as he estimates its 
distance. I do not mean to imply by this, however, 
that we were ignorant of the distance Fair Island was 
from us ; but merely, that, if we could suppose it to 
be as far from us as the hills in Banff were when 
seen yesterday, we should necessarily imagine it to 



10 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

4 

be of considerable height. We continued to approach 
it until four o'clock in the afternoon, at which time 
it fell calm, the island at that time bearing north*' 
east of us, and distant about 6ve leagues. In m'der 
to profit as much as possible by the delay earned by^ 
the weatimr, the ship's company turned to, to fish, at: 
which they were pretty Mccessful, for a consii 
number of cod and coaL-fish were caught in 
of the afternoon. 

On the back and sides of the cod, at least such of 
them as I examined, I observed several small ins^ta 
of two difierent spedes, one of the shape of a tad« 
pole with a forked tail, and the other not unlike a 
small shrimp. During the day, we saw several solan 
geese (Anas BassmuSj JLin.), Mallemuckei^ or Fulmar 
Peterel {Procellaria GlaciaUs^ Lin.), and a bird -some- 
what resembling a Rail, which kept at such a dis- 
tance that we were not able to make out with any 
certainty what species it was. 

Thursday^ 20th. — Our progress was retarded again 
to-day by calm weather, which continued until six 
o'clock in the aft;emoon, when we were again £ivoiured 
with a fine breeze from the north-east (comp»)ji which 
enabled U9» in the course of the evenings to get round 
the north end of the Orkneys^ some of which werf 
in sight the whole day. We had a very distinct view 
of two or three of them, particularly Ronaldsha, and 
Sandi, on the latter of which there is a light-^hopse^ 
The appearance of these ]3lands were well calculate 
to prepare our minds to view the regions we ar? 
about to visiti with some degree of tolerance y for if» 
instead of comparing them to the fertile banks of thf 
Thames, we compare them tP these ble^ik islaAfk^ 



the cont^rast would not AiSer much wider than if our 
tandftcape views to-day were compared to those de^ 
scribed on the fa!tirth instant. 

Such of the Orkney islands as we had an Oji^ 
portunity of seeing, mi^, in general, be> de- 
scribed as hiUy, but neither high nor rugged, and' 
declining gradually, although not with an eveir 
surface, fh)m their middle towards the sea, whers^ 
they in some places terminate in abrupt preeipices^ 
The summer did not appear to have hardly com- 
menced here yet; the ground was: indeed clear of 
sn<>w, but vegetation had made but very little pr^ 
^esis ; for the sides of the hilis appeared in the re^ 
mains of their last year's garb^ viz^ withered grass; 
and such hardy h^rbs as tlie rigour of the winter had 
not been able to destroy. We spoke this forenoon a 
Danish brig from Copenhagen bound to Disco ; we 
asked her name, and several otlier questiotis, but 
owing to the distance she was ofE, their answers wertf 
but very indistuictly heard. She kept in company^ 
or rather in sight, the whole day, but kept edging 
to the northward more than we did, so that, in thcr 
Evening, she was a considerable distance from vb. 
We saw several Kittiwakes (JLarus TridactyluSf JJn.) 
to-day, fbr the first time this voyage. 




Friday y 91st. — Nothing occurred to-day worthjr 
of remark; in the forenoon we lost sight of the 
northemmoist of the Orkney islands, and in t^e even- 
ing we descried the islands of Banra, and Rona, 
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which are usually reckoned the northernmost land in 
Europe. It was dusk before we approached near 
enough to be able to have any thing of a good view 
of them. 

Saturday^ 93.d. — The breeze happened however to 
be so light during the night, that we only passed 
them between seven and eight o^clock this morning, 
and at such a distance (four or five miles), that we 
could see them very plainly. Rona appeared to be 
considerably larger than the other, and is, I under- 
stand,, inhabited lu their distance apart was estimated 
to be about eight miles. Their appearance in every 
respect was similar to the Orkney islands, to which 
groupe indeed they may be considered to belong, 
although at a considerable distance from it. 

Whilst in the neighbourhood of these islands, we 
saw a great many searfowls, particularly of the Peterel 
tribe, (viz. Fulmar), and. Kittiwake gull. These 
islands, like St. Kilda,. and other soUtary rocks in this 
part of the: world, are particularly well calculated for 
being ,the resort of sea-fowls; because,, in the first 
place, they have around them a wide expanse of that 
element from which they derive their food ; and, in 
the second place, the inaccessible precipices which 
here and there overhang the sea, afford them asylums 
to build their nests in, which the daring inhabitants,, 
with all their intrepidity, cannot always molest. 

We threw a quart bottle overboard this afternoon,, 
containing half a sheet of foolscap paper, on which was 
printed, in six different languages, a request that the 
person who should happen to pick it up, should send 
it to the Secretary of the Admiralty, or the Minister 
of Marine, of the country to which the person be- 
longed, with a note of the time and place where it 
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was found. Besides the request, the lat. and long, 
of the ship at the time, and the temperature of the 
air, and sea-water, the force and direction of the 
wind, and the state of the weather, were also inserted 
on it. As the whole may be better understood by 
giving a copy of the paper itself, I shall insert in the 
Appendix all that it contained. It is intended to 
throw one of these papers overboard every day in 
order to increase the probability of some of them 
being picked up. 

The object of them is to afford data for detecting 
the force and direction of currents in these seas. 
By. knowing the time and place where they were 
thrown into the sea, and the place and time, where, 
and when they were found, it is very clear that this 
object may, in a great measure, be determined, for 
the elapsed time will give the force, and the relative 
situation the direction of the current ; that is, if the 
bottle is found immediately, it is driven on shore, or 
out of the influence of the current. 

Some of the bottles that we threw overboard last 
year for the same purpose, tended very materially to 
throw some light on this subject. Already one of 
them was received at the Admiralty some time before 
we sailed ; it was picked up in Killala Bay, in Ire- 
land, about the latter end of March, and it appeared 
by the date upon it, and the geographical situation 
of the ship at the time it was dispatched, that it 
floated about one thousand and eighty miles in the 
course of ten months, which is upward of three miles 
a day during the whole time. 

There was another of our bottles picked up by a 
Danish vessel some time before we left England, but 
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I have not heard the particulars respecting the time» 
and place where it was found. 

It is ahnost unnecessary to add, that liie mouth of 
the bottle is first secured by a tight cork, which is 
covered with sealing wax, having the ship's name 
impressed on it, and over that a piece of white cot* 
ton^ with a view of piaking it more consp^ous, and 
thereby render it more likely to attract notice* 

Sunday^ 9Sd. — Divine service wfus prorated this 
forenoon, at which were present almost the whole of 
the officers and £(hip's company, the weather being so 
fine that very few hands were required on deqk. 

. Monday f 24fth. — We had a distant view to*day of 
that remarkable insulated rock, called Bockal; it 
looked at the distance we were from it (viz^ betw:eeQ 
four and five leagues) exactly Uke a ship. under sail'; 
It was reported indeed by the person who first saw it 
to be a strange vessel Its resemblance not only in 
fonn, but also its colour, tended to ititake the dee^ 
tion more complete, for it appeared to be perfect^ 
white, a hue most probably produced by the excre- 
ment of birds. Our distance frcnn it indeed wa» toe 
great to enable us to speak with certainty on this 
head ; but, from the number of birds we saw in its 
neighbourhood, and its insular situation^ we may 
fiurly conclude that it is well inhabited, by tht 
feathered race, for here they are perfectly secuct 
from the attacks of their greatest enemy, man. 

If we estimated our distance from it at all correctly^ 
its situation, as determined by His Majesty's ship 
Endymion, is very accurately laid down, at least inaa* 
much as it agrees with the mean of the results of the 
sights taken for our chronometers. * In the course 

* Lat. 57° 89' 30^ N. and longitude 1S° SC W. 
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of the afternomi, wliea at least forty mileU from tiiis 
rock^ we found soundings in one Imndred and fifty 
fathoms water; so that it maybe regarded as^ the 
summit of a very exten^ve submarine mountain, 
whose sides, at least the western one, declined very 
gradually. 

Thursday i ^ih. «— Nothing has occurred for tb6s6 
two dbys past worthy of remark, tb^ weather hat( 
been, generally speaking, very fine v the temperature 
o{ the air being most commonly at ^0^, and of tb? 
iea.at the surface about a degree less. Tiiis alben- 
iioon the weather being almost perfectly calm*^ we 
avaiied ourselves of the Opportunity of trying for 
toundings, on the supposed sunken land of Busa^ 
according to its situation by Lieutenant Pickersgill 4 
who, on bis passage to iWis's Straits in the year 
1776# struck soundings with a line of three hundred 
and twenty fathoms in tlie very place • where we 
happened to get becalmed this aftemoout but» stmnge 
to say, alth<High we bad one thousand one hundr^ 
and twenty fathoms <^ line out, we found no bottooa^ 
it cmght not to be^ inferred fr<»n thisi however, that 
the bank on which that officer sounded doe9 not 
exastf for it is more reasonable to suppose that be 
mig^t: be mistaken In his longitude of the place^ tha9 
that the existence of the bank itself should be quell- 
tjoned, more especially ^ some of our latest charts 
(by Steet) lay the sunken land of Buss down several 
degrees to cbe westward of where we sounded to- 
day* I shtU therefore forbear wying any thing more 
eonceming tins lost l«nd at prea^it, as we shall most 

^ The latftude tund longitude of the plaee where Fickersgill 
stmck Muadines urn SV ^. sad W^ W W. ifiudi agrses «rith oar 
■tiMitNii this liUmsOQ at die timft we jMHinded 
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probably, in a short time, have an opportunity of de^ 
termining whether it exists where it is laid down on 
the charts. 

In the mean time, however, it may not be amiss to 
say a few words respecting the authorities on which 
the former existence of the land in question rests. 
The first account we have of it, is derived from frag- 
ments of journals, and letters written by Nicolo, and 
Antonio Zeno, two Venetian navigators, who were 
employed about the latter end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury by a Scandinavian prince, named Zichmni, in 
making discoveries in the north seas. And among 
other places discovered by these navigators, is men- 
tioned a large island which obtained the name of 
Friesland, situated to the southward of Iceland ; but 
the whole account of this, as well as of most of the 
other lands that they explored, is so confused and 
imperfect, that it is impossible to know the situation 
of the places they speak of; and some writers have 
gone so far even as to consider their voyages a ro- 
mance altogether, which I think is rather too harsh 
a conclusion, for although the imperfect state in 
which the accounts of their discoveries have been 
handed down to us, render them of no real utility, 
we ought not, without some good reasons, to regard 
them as fabulous. 

From the time of the Zenos, two centuries had 
nearly elapsed before any thing more was heard of 
their Friesland, when its existence was again revived 
by one of the ship's belonging to Martin Frobisher's 
fleet (on his third voyage); having, on her return home 
in the year 1578, fallen in with a large island covered 
with wood, in latitude 57°, 30' N.,. along which she 
sailed for three days. The vessel's name was the 
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Busse, of Rri'dgewater, from which the island ob^ 
tained the name of Buss. This then, I believe, is 
the last account we have of this mysterious island, 
whose supposed iiiins we have this afternoon been 
trying to find. 

Whilst sounding to-day, we availed ourselves of 
the opportunity thereby afforded, of ascertaining tlie 
temperature of the sea, at as great a depth as it had 
perhaps ever been obtained before. A self-regis-* 
tering thermometer was tied to the sounding line at 
tJie distance of ten fathoms from the lead, or rather 
the clamm* ; for it was the instrument used on this 
occasion* Allowing^ then, that there were one hun- 
dred fathoms of stray-line or inclination from the per- 
pendicular, which I think is the utmost that could 
be, the thermometer must have gone upwards of one 
thousand fathoms below the surface. The temper^ 
ature indicated by it at this depth was 45^% the tem^ 
perature of the water at the surface at the same time 
being 48^% and the air 49^"". 

Friday^ Q8th. — We found to-day the temperature 
of water brought from the depth of one hundred 
and thirty fathoms by Dr. Marcett's Water Bottle t 
to be 48^% both the air and sea at the surface 
being at the time 49°. 
. Monday i Sls.t. — We tried yesterday and to-day t 

. * This instrument is intended to bring up a greater quantity of 
sounding, (that is^ of the mad, ^c. at the bottom) than the usual 
arming of the lead was capable of bringing up. 

• f The use of this machine is to bring water up from the bottom,, 
or indeed from any other depth that a person may require ; for 
the shot or weight that shuts the bottle is not let go until it is at 
the bottom, or at the depth that the water is to be brought from, 
. \ Our latitude yesterday at noon was 57° 46' N. and longitude 
29*^ 09' W.; and to-day latitude S8M3' N. and longitude SO' 20*. W. 

C 
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for soundings, with one hundred and sixty fathoms^ 
of line, but found no bottom. The object for sounds 
ing, on this occasion, was to ascertain whether a bank 
exists in the place where the sunken land of Buss 
is laid down on SteePs chart ; but our researches 
here, as on Pickersgill's bank, have been in vain ; 
so that I think the existence of any remains of Buss's 
Land (if it ever had any) may now be very justly 
questioned. At all events, hydrographers may, with 
perfect safety, henceforth expunge from their charts 
all traces of it in either of the places hitherto as- 
signed to it ; or, in other words, in those two situ- 
ations where we were induced to look for it.. 

Tue^ay^ June \8U — Notwithstanding the season 
is advancing, the weather has been for these two days 
past colder and more disagreeable than we have had 
it since we left England ; the cold indeed has not 
been sufficient to put us to any inconvenience, but 
the weather being for the most part of the tinre 
foggy and rainy, rendered it somewhat uncomfort- 
able. 

Several snow-buntings (Emberiza Nivalis^ Lin.) 
were observed in the course of the day ftying about 
the ship, we supposed from the direction of the wind 
(about N. W. true) that they have been blown off 
the coast of Greenland, from which we were distant 
at noon three hundred and seventy-six miles. 

Several Arctic gulls (Larics Parasiticus^ Lin.) 
were seen to-day for the first time. This bird is 
commonly called by our Greenland seamen the boat- 
swain, and sometimes dirty Allen, a name somewhat 
analogous to that by which it is characterized by the 
Danes, viz. Stroudt-jager, or dung-bird. All these 
names have had their origin from a mistaken notion 
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that these birds lived on the excrement of the lesser 
gulls, which, on being pursued, , either from fear, or 
to relieve themselves from the prosecution of fierce 
enemies, voided something to satiate the voracious 
appetites of their pursuers, and by that means esc^e 
from further molestation at that time. The fallacy of 
this opinion is now, however, pretty generally known. 
That the Arctic gulls do pursue those of their own 
genus which they can master (particularly the kitti- 
wakes) i& an incontestable fact ; but the object of 
their pursuit is not the excrement but the prey that 
the pursued is at that time possessed of, and which 
at length they are forced to drop, to secure their 
own safety ; which they effect during the time that 
their enemy is employed picking it up, although that 
is done in a very short period, for they manage the 
business with such dexterity, that the object dropped 
is caught before it reaches the water. 

Gulls are not the only birds that disburden them- 
-selves of their prey when pursued, for I have often 
observed last summer that the fulmar peterel ormal- 
lemucke, when approached whilst feeding, (which. I 
have seen them always do sitting on the water,) not 
only abandon their food, but even disgorge what 
they had swallowed before they would, or, as I ima- 
gined, could, take their flight. Several of them that 
we caught alive at different times, exhibited other 
proofs of the facility or power which they possess of 
unloading themselves of the contents of their sto- 
machs J for whenever a person approached them sud- 
denly, they ejected a spout of oil froiu their nostrils. 
This is considered by naturalists (which I have no 
doubt is the case) a means of defence for these 
birds. 

c 2 
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A bird resembling a snipe was also seen to-day, 
but we had such an imperfect view of him that it 
was impossible to determine what species he be- 
longed to. ' 

Wednesday, Qd. — The weather has been ra- 
ther boisterous the whole of this day ; in the after- 
noon in particular it blew a strong gale of wind, 
which soon rose a heavy sea; and, if we are to put 
any confidence in an augury, which seamen al>^ays. 
regard as a sure indication of bad weather, we may 
anticipate a heavy gale very soon. The augury I 
allude to is the appearance this afternoon of a flock 
of Mother Carey's Chickens, . or Stormy Peterels^ 
(Frocelfaria Pelagica, Lin.) under the ship's stero. 
These birds have always been considered by sailors 
as the harbingers of storms ; and if tlie reports on 
record concerning them be true, they certainly de- 
serve the mariner^s notice. Although not the bearers 
of welcome intelligence, yet they warn him of the 
approaching storm, it is said, sometimes even six 
hours before it happens. Their appearing so long as 
this before the coming on of bad weather, may be 
regarded in some measure as a proof of their pos- 
sessingsome instinct, whereby. they know the'change 
that is about to ensue; unless we admit (which I 
think is not improbable), that their coming to ships 
is a matter of mere chance, whilst flying from tlie 
rage of the tempest that prevails, but at such a dis- 
tance that it requires^ hours to reach the vessels. As 
far, however, as my own observation goes, I cannot 
bring to my recollection any instance where th^ 
were seen before a gale commenced, or at least be- 
fore such apparent indications of it were seen, as 
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rendered their' appearance unnecessary to confirm 
what might be . expected to follow. The. reason of 
their keeping in the vicinity of ships in tempestuous 
weather, is,: very clearly, to get sheltered from the 
rage of the elements ; this indeed was seen very evi- 
dently from the manner in which tljey acted this af- 
ternoon, for they always took shelter under the ship's 
le^quarter, which position they kept with the ut- 
most perseverance, for thiey never allowed the ship to 
go above thirty yards from them before they got up, 
and came skimming along the surface to the same 
place (relatively^ that they occupied before. 

We^ saw also during the day, several flocks of an- 
other species of Peterel, that had not been seen before 
this voyage, called the Shearwater, (Procellaria Ptif' 
JinuSy Lin.) These birds are supposed, from their cry, 
to be the birds of Diomede, ; so fampus in antiquity 
from an affecting fable. Linnaeus, however, sup- 
posed that the Albatross is the bird of Diomede, and 
has, on that account, named it Diomeda. 

Thursday^ 3d. — Nothing particular occurred to- 
day, except that, in the course of the afternoon the 
gale moderated, and before the evening the sea 
subsided very considerably. I remarked that the 
stormy peterels mentioned yesterday, kept in our 
vicinity until the violence of the gale was over. 
: Friday y 4>th. — This being the anniversary of our 
venerable. Sovereign's birth-day, bis health was drank 
in our little community with as much respect, and 
cheerfulness, I may venture to say, as at any table 
in his extensive dominions ; and in order that the 
men as well as the officers might be able to celebrate 
the day by an extra bumper, the main-brace was 

c a 
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spliced *, and a signal was made to the Griper to do 
the same ; and to finish the festivity of the day, they 
enjoyed themselves in the evening with the healthy 
and mirthful amusement of dancing, the weather 
being at the time both mild and calm, tended very 
materially to the comfort and conviviality of all on 
the occasion. 

We tried in the afternoon for soundings, with a 
line of two hundred and fifty fathoms : (no bottom.) 
At this depth we found, contrary to what has been 
usually observed, that the temperature of the water 
was greater than at the surface by a quarter of a de- 
gree, the latter being 44^'', and the former, by the 
self-registering thermometer, 44^% tlie temperature 
of the air at the time being 43^. This leads me to 
mention a singular, and to me rather an unaccount- 
able difference in this respect, that occurred to the 
two expeditions employed last year in the Arctic re- 
gions, which is, that we found the temperature of the 
sea at every depth, and on every occasion where it 
was tried, to be less than that of the surface at the 
time; and the expedition to Spitzbergen found it 
always the reverse; that is to say, the temperature 
at the surface always less than at the bottom, or at 
any considerable depth where it was tried. 

Can this difference be owing to the greater thick- 
ness of the ice at Spitzbergen, which throughout 
the whole summer prevents the solar rays from 
waiMuing but a very small portion of the surface of 
the sea ; whilst, on the contrary, the greatest part of 

• This nautical phrase signifies any extra allowance of spirits 
that is given to seamen, in consideration of arduous duties that 
they have occasionally to perform during bad weather, &c. 
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the surface of the water in Davis's Straits, and Baf- 
fin's Bay, is exposed to the influence of the sun for 
the most part of the summer ? 

Saturday J 5th. — Several whales of the species call- 
ed Finners (^Balcena Physalus), were seen last evening 
•and this morning. These fish derive the name of finner, 
from a fin on their back, which is often seen when no 
otherpartof their body is above thesurface of the water. 
Some of them are as long as the ordinary-sized Green- 
land or black whale, that is, from fifty to sixty feet, 
but never so bulky as that fish. They are much more 
active, and consequently more difficult to kill than 
the common whale ; for that reason, and their afford- 
ing but little oil, they are seldom molested by the 
fishermen ; the Esquimaux, however, are said to hold 
their flesh in higher estimation than that of the black 
whale, but, from the danger and difficulty that they 
would have to encounter in killing them, it may be 
presumed that their palates are but seldom gratified 
with a dish of this fish. We observed that flocks of 
Peterels, both of the Shearwater and Fulmar species, 
kept hovering over the places where these fish came 
up to blow, no doubt with a view of picking up some- 
thing in the way of food. Several other of the well- 
known inhabitants of these northern regions, were 
seen in the course of the day, for the first time this 
voyage ; such as Terns, or Greenland swallows 
(^Stemo HirundOf Lin.), Porpoises (bete Phoccena^ Lin.), 
and the species of MoUusca, called the C/io Borealis, 
and, by the Greenland fishermen. Whale's food. Some 
Solan geese and seals were also seen to-day, which 
rather surprised us, for we were at noon four hundred 
and "nine miles from Cape Farewell*, a distance from 

c 4 
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land much greater than either are usually accustomed 
to be met with. 

Sunday J 13th. — Nothing has occurred for this week 
past worthy of being mentioned, unless the changes 

• in the state of the weather were recorded in the order 
which happened, and even these were so uninterest- 
ing that it would be too tedious a task to notice them ; 
let it suffice, that it has been sometimes fine weather, 

* at other times the reverse, occasionally blowing fresh, 
and at other times light breezes, but what annoyed 
us most was, that during the greatest part, indeed I 
may say the whole of this period, the wind has been 
directly against us. We had slant of wind in our fa- 
vour this foren0on, but it soon veered round iagain to 
the northward and westward. The weather being favour- 
able this afternoon for making observations, azimuths 
were taken with the ship's head on <iifferent points of 
the compass, with a view of ascertaining the deviation 
of the needle from the magnetic meridian. From the 
result of these observations we find, that the devia- 
tion has, as might naturally be expected, increased 
very considerably since we left England ; but its in- 
crease appears to have been very regular, for north 
and south are still found to be the points of change : 
and the greatest deviation is found to take place 
when the ship's head is to the westward, which is 
very easily explained, for the local attraction of the 
iron in the ship, and the directive power of the earth, 
are then in some measure co-operating, or perhaps it 
might be more proper to say, that the latter has less 
power to counteract the influence of the former, 
when the ship's head is in that direction. . 

* Our latitude at noon bping 55^ 03' N. and long. 36® OO' W. 
by chronomet<er. 
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/ Monday i lifth. — We passed a considerable quantity 
of sea- weed to-day, some of which was picked up, 
and found to be the common kind of sea- wrack (JW«^ 
vesmUasus) so abundant on our own coasts ; we passed 
also in the afternoon a piece of pine-wood about six 
feet long, which appeared to have been for a consi- 
derable time in the water. ; . 

Tuesdat/, 15th. — We were favoured this forenooii 
with a fine breeze from the southward and eastward, 
and, in order to take advantage of it as much as 
possible, the Griper was taken in tow. '. About noon 
we saw land at a very great distance, bearing N. E. 
by E. by compass, or about north ti'ue :. Cape .Fare- 
well being the nearest land to us in this direction, 
there could be no doubt of this being it. If we take 
then the situation in which that Cape is laid down in 
the Requisite Tables, which I think is one of the best 
authorities we can refer to, and compare it with our 
situation to-day at noon, it will appear that the land 
seen to-day must have been one hundred and thirty- 
three miles from us, even of difference of latitude 
alone ; for according to these Tables (third edition) 
Cape Farewell is in lat. 59^38'N. and longitude 
42^ 42^ W., and we were at noon by account in lat. 
57^ 25' 44'' N. * and longitude by mean of the 
chronometer 42° 43' 42" W. As an additional 
proof that the land seen to-day must have been very 
distant, we crossed the meridian we w6re on at 
•noon to-day, on our way home last year, in latitude 
58° 50' N., and saw no land at that time to the 
northward of us. 

... * It may be presumed that although our latitude to-day is only 
by account it cannot.be much out, for. we were by meridian alti- 
tude (of the sun) yesterday, in latitude 57** 36' 43" N. 
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Thursdajf^ VI th. — We found to-day that there is a 
considerable current settling to the southward here, 
lor the latitude observed *, and that by account 
differed, since yesterday, eight miles, which will of 
course be the daily rate of the current. 

Friday y 18th. — We made the ice, for the first 
time, at an early hour thb morning ; it was in th^ 
form which they called " loose streams,'* that is, a 
collection of broken pieces of ice so detached from 
one another that a ship may sail through them. In 
the course of the day, several icebergs were seen, 
some of them of a size sufficiently large to attract 
the attention of those who had never seen any thing 
of the kind before ; but as most of us had seen last 
year those stupendous masses that were met with in 
Baffin's Bay, and the upper part of the Straits, those 
seen to-day were ill. calculated to attract much 
notice. I understand that the fishermen consider it 
as a sign of a good season to meet the ice in the 
early part of the year well to the southward, for in 
that case they reckon that it must have broke up to 
the northward early in the spring. I do not perceive 
however that any inference can be drawn from our 
having met with it in so low a* latitude t, for the 
season is now so far advanced, that it has had suf^ 
ficient time to drift this far without any necessity for 
an early breaking up : for my own part, indeed, I 
think that the " Fiords,'* or inlets about Cape Desoi* 
iation and its neighbourhood, are quite sufficient to 
produce all the ice that is usually met with off Cape 

* The latitude by meridian altitude to day was 58® 29' 56" N. 
and by account 58^ 58' 55" N., and that observed yesterday was 
58^ IQf 48'' N. and by the dead reckoning 58'' SS' 56^ N. 

t OurlatHud0todaj«lnooawa6S9^d8'4rN. 
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Farewell, and the mouth of the Strait on the Green- 
land fiide. 

We no sooner fell in with the ice this morning, 
than flocks of the little divers, called Rotges (Aka 
Alley Lin.), were seen flying, swimming, and diving 
about in its vicinity. It would appear, that the neigh- 
bourhood of ice is the favourite haunt of these birds, 
for I do not remember having seen any of them last 
year, except when we were amongst it, or at least at 
no great distance from it, and I believe none were 
seen this voyage until we made the ice. In fact, they 
might, with propriety, be called, the Ice-bird, and, if 
1 mistake not, they have been so denominated* 
Another species of diver Was seen to-day for the first 
time this voyage, which, like the preceding, is seldom 
seen except in the vicinity of ice ; it is called by. 
seamen, Dovekey, (Colymbus Grylki Lin.) 

Saturday J l^th. — It has been observed, that the 
colour of the water has changed since we got 
amongst the ice, for, instead of the clear blue colour 
of the ocean, it has been within these two days of a 
dirty brownish tinge, not unlike the colour of the 
sea at the estuary of large rivers. The temperature 
of the water is also very sensibly affected by the ice, 
for since we came amongst it, we find that the mer- 
cury seldom rises more than 4® above the freezing 
point ; the temperature of the air is likewise propor- 
tionably low, the extremes of the range of the ther- 
mometer, in the shade, for these two days, being be- 
tween 33° and 43®. The true variation of the compass 
was obtained to-day, by taking azimuths on a floe 
of ice, at such a flistance from the ship as to be clear 
of all local attraction. The result of tliese observ- 
ations gave 4S'' 4(y westerly variation. It may be said 
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that this is the only instance in which the triie vari- 
ation was ascertained since we left England; for 
magnetic observations taken on board of a ship in 
these high latitudes, especially in this part of. the 
world, are not to be much relied upon, on account 
of the compasses being so much affected by local 
attraction, which is, at the same time, continually 
changing, according as the ship changes her position; 
or, in other words, in proportion as she approaches, 
or recedes from the magnetic pole, so will the effects 
of the local attraction be increased or diminished. 
' About eight o'clock in the evening, the weather 
having cleared up, we had a distant view of the land 
about Cape Desolation *, it was estimated to be from 
twelve to fourteen leagues from us, a distance by far 
too ^reat to endWe us to say any thing respecting it, 
any farther than that it appeared to bd high a^d rug- 
ged, and seemed as if it consisted of a number of 
islands, being seen in detached pieces. ' 
' I understand that we sailed this forenoon over the 
place where His Majesty's ship Sybille laid down 
Cape Farewell t ; how far that promontory was from 
us at that time it is impossible to say, but it may be 
presumed to have been some distance off, for no land 
was in sight at the time. I ought to observe, indeed, 
that the state of the weather for the greatest part of 
the day was not very favourable for seeing any great 
xiistance. We' found a current to-day setting S. 50*^ 
W. at the rate of six miles per day. 
« • ' ' 

* The northern extreme of the land bore by compass £. 41^ N. 
and the southern extreme £. 24>^ S. the ship's head at the time 
being N. N. W. 

t ^6 were at noon in latitude 59° 48' 26'' N. (by meridian 
4iltitude) and longitude 47° 47' 36^ W. by the chronometers. 
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Sunday J QOth. — We had a distant view again tlii» 
morning of the land seen yesterday, but although we- 
were rather nearer to it to-day than we were last 
evening, our view of it was less distinct, or. pr6perly> 
speaking, more deceiving than before, for the shape, 
of it was altered so much by refraction, that a hill, 
could scarcely be distinguished from a valley. In: 
fact it appeared to.be all of one uniform height, or 
like what is commonly called " Table land j'* apd at; 
one time, in addition to this uniformity in height, it 
presented the most fantastic appearance that can 
well be imagined, being distorted in such a manner 
that the top's of the hills appeared broader than their 
basis. In the afternoon, a strong breeze sprang up 
from the southward and eastward, of which we availed 
ourselves in making our passage across the Straits, 
our object bemg to get over to the west landl We 
passed in the course of the afternoon through a con- 
siderable quantity of heavy ice, being evidently frag- 
ihents of icebergs, or. the outskirts of the glaciers 
that, form along the shore. The parts that were 
above the surface of the water, presented in some of 
them ' the most grotesque shapes, such as arches, 
caves, arcades, and . dilapidated columns, with im- 
nlense capitals ; which a . fanciful imagination might 
be able to find to have some resemblance to the dif- 
ferent architectural orders. Among other things 
with which these masses of ice were compared, one 
of them that we passed about noon was 3aid by some- 
body to resemble that part of a pulpit which over- 
hangs, the clergyman when in that sacred rostrum. 
It is probable that this simile originated from an. as- 
sociation of ideas produced by the recent occurrence 
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of circumstances, for we had at the time just come 
on deck after attending diWne service. 

Wednesday^ ^d. — Nothing of any interest joc- 
curred for these two days past, the weErther has iNsen 
for most part of the time foggy^ with ocraiaimal 
showers of rain ; but we suffered but little inconve^ 
nience from either, because we have scarcely met 
with a piece of ice to retard our progress ance.vie 
left the coast of Greenland, so that fewer hands 
were required to be exposed to the inclemency of the 
weather in working the ship. During these two days, 
several seals, porpoises, and birds of di£ferent,kinds, 
whose names have been already mentioned, were seen, 
besides two species of birds whose names have not 
been noticed before this voyage. The one. is. com-? 
monly called by seamen Burgomaster (Lams. Giau-^ 
ctiSt Lin.), a name very clearly of Dutch origin^ and 
said to have been suggested to the fishermen of that 
country, from observing that this bird exercised as 
much power over all the other aquatic birds of this 
country, liis the magistrate of that name used to exer* 
cise over his fellow-citizens. 

The: other bird alluded to is the Red Phalarope 
(PJialdropus Hyperboreus, seu. Tringia FuHcaria^ 
Lin.)i of which we saw several large. flocks, close to 
an iceberg, to which a boat went for the purpose of 
making (magnetic) observations. • 

In returning from this berg, we saw indeed another 
bird that had not been seen before this voyage, and 
which I do not . remember having seen last year 
either, although mentioned by ornithologists as one 
of the visitants of these regions ; it has various names, 

• It was faund to be so steep however all rounds that it was 
impossible to get upon it. 
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such as puffin, caultemeb, and Greenland parrot, 
(Aka ArcHcoj Lin.) Of these names, however, 1 
believe the first is that by which it is most generally 
known. Whilst close to the iceberg above men- 
tioned, we sounded in two hundred fathoms, white 
sand. The object for sounding was to determine 
whether the berg was aground, and the conclusion 
was that it was not, for its height was estimated to be 
only about fifty feet above the surface of the water. 

Thursday J Q4tth. — I have omitted to mention an- 
other species of the feathered tribe that was seen 
yesterday, for the first time this summer ; it is called, 
from the whiteness of its plumage, the ivory gull, 
{Larus EburneuSj Lin.) Although this name i» very 
appropriate, inasmuch as it characterizes the colour 
c^ the plumage of those specimens that are to be 
seen in ornithological collections, yet it is far from 
being descriptive of the whiteness of their garb 
when alive, which certainly equals, in the purity of 
its colour, new-fallen snow. 

Friday^ Q5th. ■— • We have made very little progress 
to-day, having fallen in again with the ice, which 
is so closely packed to the westward, that it is im- 
possible to force through it ; a great number of ice- 
bergs have also been in sight the whole day, one of 
which appeared to be very large, both witli reject 
to its height and extent. Two Greenland, or black 
whales (^Balcma Mysticettis^ Lin.) were seen this 
morning for the first time ; and 1 understand that 
two white bears (Vrms MariHrmts, Lin.) were seen 
on a piece of ice this afternoon, by the Griper's 
people. 

Saturday^ Q6th. — We have been since four o'clock 
yesterday afternoon closely beset with the ice in 
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every direction ; the open sea may be seen indeed 
to the eastward, but between us and it there are 8e-> 
veral miles of close-packed ice» and to the northward 
and westward, there is nothing to be seen as far tt 
the eye, can penetrate, but one continued body of 
ice. .The average thickness of that around us, isirom 
four to five feet, and the extent of the pieces seldom 
exceed forty or fifly feet ; and, generally speaking; 
they are smaller than that. We find on many of 
them pieces of quartz and granite, and occasionailly 
heaps of sand and gravel, which I think renders it 
probable that this ice has been formed amongst the 
archipelago of islands that lie to the northward and 
westward of us. There are several, icebergs situated 
here 'and there amongst this pack, but. they are in 
general of a small szie. The dday occasioned by 
the ice, for these two days, has afforded us an op- 
portunity of making a considerable number of observ- 
ations * ; some of which could not be done had the 
ship been at sea j and others were performed with 
greater certainty on the ice than they could be done 
on board : I allude^ in the first instance, to the mag- 
netic observations, and, in the second place, to the 
facility with which we were enabled to take lunar 
distances. As both these objects then are deemed of 
considerable importance (the latter in particular being 
so, on account of its affording us an opportunity of 
judging of the going of the chronometers), we have 

* Our latitude to-day by meridian altitude was 63^ 59^ 29^ N. 
and longitude by mean of several lunar distances 61° 12' 15^ Wf 
and by chronometers 61® 26' 10* W. The variation was found to 
be 6P 15' westerly, and tlie dip, or inclination of the magnetic 
needle, 84. 
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very little reason to regret the delay occasioned, 

as yet. 

In the course of the afternoon a large whale came 

up to breathe, in a small opening between two pieces 
of ice, within a few yards of the ship, and remained 
there for a considerable time, and would probably 
have stopped much longer had not the curiosity of 
some of the seamen induced them to go to the edge 
of the hole where she lay, in order to have a better 
view of her.< My object in being so particular about 
thi^ whale, is, because she went down in a manner, 
which I understand from the fishermen on board, is 
very unusual for these fish to do ; that is, tail fore- 
most. It may be remarked, then, that this deviation 
from the usual method of diving, evinces a consider- 
able share of sagacity in these animals ; at least it 
shews, that they have sense enough to depart from 
their usual habits to accommodate themselves to cir- 
cumstances ; for had this fish gone down in the way 
which they are accustomed to do, it is more than 
probable that her tail would have entangled her in 
the ice. 

Sunday, ^th. — We are still closely beset by the 
ice. t We find by our observations to-day, that we have 
drifted twelve miles.to the southward since yesterday 
at noon, for our latitude to-day by meridian altitude 
was only 63"* 46' 50'' N. ; and yesterday it was 
63"* 59' 29" Ni The actual distance indeed that we 
have been carried to the southward since yesterday, 
is more than twelve miles j for the direction that we 
have been drifUng is S. W. by S. by compass, which 
by taking the variation, as found yesterday, will be 
about S. S. E. \ E. true. It will be seen from this 

circumstance, that what I suggested yesterday re- 

J) 
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specting the plac^ where the ice with whicli we are 
surrounded came from, is, in some measure, confirmed 
from our observation to-d^-y of the direction of the 
current by which it is carried along. 

Our clmnge of position during these four an4 
twenty hours has altered our soundings in a contrary 
way to what might be expected ; for, although we 
have been drifting away from the land, we find that 
the water gets shallower, for we sounded yesterday 
in one hundred and twenty-five iathotns, fine saiid ; 
this morning in one hundred and twenty fathoms^ 
^nd in the aflemoon it decreased to one hundred and 
fiileen fathoms, the same sort of bottom as before. 
A fresh breeze sprang up this forenoon from the 
eastward, which, before the evening, rose such a swell 
that we were obliged to put fenders of junk over the 
ship's side to prevent her from being damaged by 
the ice, which was all in motion. 

We added another Gull torday to our list of birds ) 
its common name is the Black-backed, or Black-^ 
mantled Gull, (Lams Marinus^ Lin.) 

Monday J 28th. — Shortly after day-light this mx>m- 
ing^ a white' bear wa$ d)9erVed on the ice close to 
the ships. He came indeed so close to the Griper, that 
they fked at him from the ship, and wounded him, 
but not so bad as to disable him much at first. Ou 
\femg pursued, however, and again struck, he either 
* voluntarily or accidentally fell into the water between 
two pieces of ice,, and in a short time disappeared. 
He was supposed to have been attracted to the ahips 
\fy the smell of some herrings that were roasted ixx 
the jGrriper the evening before. The keen scetit of 
$]iese animals is well known to our Greenhmd fisher- 
m^% and 1 aip toki that they very fr^weody tal^ 
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advantage of it to decoy them off ffom the land, by 
burning crang, or some other oleaginous refuse, which 
brings them so close to their ships that they very 
often kill them without much trouble. 

* ' Ttiesdat/f 29th. — Although the first day or two 
that we have been detained here, might be in some 
measure considered as usefully spent in making ob- 
servations ; yet such a continuation of delay as we 
have now had in this place, tends at length to try 
our patience^ more especially as the prospect of get- 
ting released from our present situation, appears to- 
day less flattering than we have had it yet ; for the 
motion amongst the ice, caused by the sweU, yester- 
day, and last night, has jammed it together much 
closer than it was before, and 2^ f^U of snow that we 
had this morning has given it tlie appearance of 
being consolidated into que immense fidd. About 
seven o'clock in the evening, the weather being very 
clear, we saw land bearing by compass, from W.N. W. 
to W., distant, as near as we could judge, from twelve 
to fourteen leagues. From our siituation *, and the 
direction in which this land was seen, it is probable 
that what we saw was the islands at the entrance o£ 
Frobisher's Straits, or that :which Davis called Lum- 
ley's Inlet; it appeared indeed to us like three 
islands, one of which seemed .to be considerably 
IfiHTger than the other two. We sounded to-day both 
in the fore and afternoon in one hundred and thirty- 
five fathoms, fine sand and small black stones. 

• * Our l^Utud^ to-4^y ^ noon (by accoui^l;) was 6$^ S^ N. aiiA 
Ipi^tude 6S^ 17' W« and the entrance of Frobisher's Straits, or 

Lumley's Inlet, is said to be in latitude 6S^ 08' N. from whicb it iiB 
very evident that the land seen this^ev^ningmu^t be about the' 
ttBtrttBce of diese straite. 

D 2 
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Jiist aftier the sun went down this evening, the 
sky to the northward and westward presented the 
most beautiful appearance I ever remember having 
seen ; it is impossible for me indeed to describe it, and 
I have no doubt but the painter would find it a diffi- 
cult matter to represent it. I shall therefore only ob- 
serve, that the prevailing colour was red, of all the 
different shades, decreasing gradually from the deep- 
est, near the horizon, until in the zenith it vanished 
in a clear blue sky. And the clouds which were 
illumined by these brilliant rays, presented as great 
a diversity of shapes as there were variety of tints. 

Wednesday^ 30th, — The ice having been observed 
to open a little this morning, we availed ourselves of 
this favourable opportunity to get into clear water, 
which, by dint of perseverance in towing and warp- 
ing for about seven hours, we at length finally suc- 
ceeded in getting again into the open sea. 

I formed a piece of ice from the floe alongside of 
us this morning into a cube, whose sides measured 
four inches and eight-tenths ; and when it was put 
into a bucket of sea- water at the temperature of 31% 
and of the specific gravity 1.023, only six-tenths 
or one-eighth of it remained above the surface of the 
water. 

Thursday^ July 1st. — We have been running to 
the northward all day along the edge of the western 
ice, which extends to the westward as far as we 
could see ; and as we had a view in the aflemoon of 
a considerable portion of that coast, it is probable 
that the ledge of ice we have been sailing along for 
these two days reaches the land, or at least within a 
short distance of it. To the eastward of us the sea is 
perfectly clear, with the exception of some loose 

15 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 3^ 

streams, of . ice in our immediate vicinity ; but these 
are evidently nothing more than a few fragments that 
-separate occasionally from the main body of the ice 
to the westward ; for we can plainly see the clear 
water beyond them. 

We have passed a considerable number of icebergs 
in the course of the day^ some of them of a. very 
large size. 

Friday J 2rf. — Nothing occurred to-day worthy of 
remark, except that in the evening a large bear was 
seen walking about on the edge of the ice, as we 
went along ; but as we had a fine breeze in our fa- 
vour at the time, we passed by without molesting 
him. 

Saturday J 3d. — This has been another day barren 
in: events, but very important to us in another way. 
I allude to the progress that . we have made to the 
northward during these four and twenty hours past, 
for we have this afternoon crossed the Arctic circlet 
and. consequently are now in the region of perpetual 
day, for some time to come. 

' Although we have not had the sun, indeed, ac- 
tually above the horizon during the whole day, or, 
properly speaking, for four and twenty hours toge- 
ther, yet for some days past there has been scarcely 
any darkness, even at midnight ; for the twilight, 
e\A since we crossed the parallel of 62^ north lati- 
tude, has been so great, that we have been enabled 
to see the direction, or, as it is called, the lead, most 
proper to be taken to get through the ice. 

Monday^ 5th. -- We passed a piece of ice this 
forenoon on which was lying a large Walrus, or, as 
it is co^^nonly. called, a Sea-horse, (^TrichecicSy Lin.) 
We f red at him as the ship passed him i but if he 

D 3 
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wasl wounded it muA have been very slightly, for he 
rolled himself off the ice into the water, with as 
much) if not greater ease, than a person could ex- 
pect from his unwieldy form and size. His baek 
appeared to be of a dark bay colour, and what we 
saw of the under part of his body seemed to be of 
the same colour, but of a lighter hue,^ and mottled 
with white spots. His tusks, I think, were between 
eight and nine inches long. 

Tuesday^ 6th. — ^ We were more successful to-day 
in an attack we made on one of the same kind of 
animals before mentioned. About noon, we observed 
five of them lying on a piece of ice about a mile 
and a half from the ship. A boat was immediately 
equipped for attacking them, and on our way towards 

them it Was agreed, that, ' ini^tead of firing at the 
whole indiscriminately, we should all £iim at one ; 
and fo^ the sak^ of convenience, and likewise to 
avoid having occasion to speak when we came near 
them^ it was settled that the one which happened to 
be nearest to us should be our object. \ ■ 

Having eVety thing thus properly arranged, we 
pulled slowly and quietly towards them unobserved* 
until we were within forty yards of the piece of ice 
on which they lay. The one that lay in the middle, 
and apparently the largest, now lifted his monstrous 
head ; and the moment he perceived us, he roused 
the rest of his droWsy companions that were huddled 
around him. We had by this time got within a few 
yards of them, aiid, according to our preconcerted 
plan, just as they were in the act of rolling them- 
selves into the water, we all fired at the one which 
was kiMriist td ui. He wad wounded so badly that 
ht eaifie up agaib instantly close to the boat^ and 
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apparently with a vi«w of attacking it ; but the ren- 
counter, if it mftj be sft called, was of verj short dn- 
ration ; for the moment he appeared, above water, 
he was pierced to the heart with a small harpooo. 
Notwithstanding. he was thus mortally wounded, wa 
had very nigh lost him ; for in his violent struggle* 
he broke the harpoon, (part of it remaining in bii 
body,) but before he had time to sink, he was again 
struck^ and secured.. His wei^t and diroenuont, 
&c. are- noted below. * In the mean time I 




' Weight, including I6lb8. for the blood lo«t before he was 

wdgbed - - - - ■ 1400 

Weight of the hem ■ . . . - g 

fto. liver - - - - 84 

Do. ludnefB - - ■ • . S 

Oo^ Bpleen - . . - . ♦ 

FaM. In. 
Length tttta the s&oat t« the end af tbe hind flqtpen - lU 3- 
CircBinftrence behind the fore flippsn - • 6 10^ 
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ought to mention that the other' four escaped, with^ 
out attempting, as is customary with . these animals, 

4 

Circumference of the neck ' - 

Do. of the head (round the ejes^ 

Extent of the fore flippers when extended 

Breadth of the fore flippers at their extremities. - 

Extent of the hind flippers when extended 

Breadth of the hind ffippers at their extremities - 

Circumference of the fore flippers 

Do. hind flippers 

Both the fore and hind flippers had each five toes joined 
by. membranes, and each toe consisted of three bones 
or phalanges ; near the extremity of each toe of the 
fore flippers there was a small nail, and a small de- 
pression in the same place on each of the hind ones. 

Length of the middle toe of the fore flipper 6 inches, and 

of the hind - . - - T 

Do. . from the end of the fcnre flippers to the shoulder 
jwnt - - - - - 2 

Do. do. hind flippers to their inser- 

tion in .the body 

From the amis to the organs of generation 

From the organs of generation to navel 

Length of tusks - - - 

Breadth between the extreme points of the tusks 

Do. at their roots or insertion into the jaw 

Teeth on each side of the upper jaw 5 inches, and in the 
same place in the lower jaw 4 inches ; they were situ- 
ated at some distance from one another, and scarcely 
protruded beyond the gum. 

Distance between the eyes - " - - 9 

From the eyes' to the tip of the snout -^ . , - 7- 

Do. to the orifice of the ears - - 8 

No external ears, orifice large enough to admit a goose 
quill, nostrils of a lunated form, one inch in diameter, 
and about ^ of an' inch apart ; bristle in the upper lip 
two inches long, and about the thickness of pack-thread. . 

Length of the bone of the penis - - -II.. 

Tlie 
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to rescue their wounded companion. We followed 
them for some time, but they appeared to be so much 
frightened that it was impossible to get near them 
again. Their vigilance and . terror, indeed, was so 
great, that at one time, when . upwards of half a 
mile from us, attempting to get on another piece of 
ice, they perceived us going towards them, when 
they immediately abandoned the ice and dived again 
into the deep. I ooserved that one of them had lost 
one of his tusks, a thing indeed that I am not much 
surprised at ; for it is chiefly by means of them that 
they manage to get upon the ice ; so that, when we 
take into consideration the enormous weight of their 
bodies, which must on such occasions be chiefly, if 
not entirely, suspended by their tusks, it will appear 
rather a matter of surprise that accidents do not 
befal them oflener than they seem to do. It is said 
also that they occasionally lose their tusks, and some- 
times their lives, in their conflicts with the Polar 
bears. But to return to those facts that came under 
our own observations, I shall briefly state such ana- 
tomical remarks as I have made on the construction 
and appearance of the abdominal viscera of the Wal- 
rus that we killed to-day. After being weighed, and 
the dimensions of the principal parts of his body 
taken, he was opened in a longitudinal direction, 
from the neck to the after part of the body, by 
which means all the internal parts were exposed to 
view at once in their respective situations. 

The hair on the body was thin, and rather coarse, and its colour 
was the same as that described on the Walrus seen yesterday, that 
is, a dark bay on, the back, becoming gradually of a lighter colour 
on the sides, and the uiider part of the body mottled, not unlike 
the common seal. 
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The thorax was, aa in terrestrial quadrupeds, &c. 
separated from the abdomen by a diaphragm. The 
heart was the only viscus in this cavity that I was 
derirous of examining ; and, unfortunately, the har<- 
poon with which the animal was killed, as I have 
already mentioned, entered it, and lacerated the 
greatest part of it in such a manner that very little 
can be said respecting its peculiarities, if it had any. 
What I was more particularly desirous of seeing was, 
whether the Jaramen ovale was c^en or not ; and, fimn 
. what I saw^ I feel satisfied that it was not open, for 
a cicatrice was very plainly to be seen in the septum 
between the auricles, with a sort of sinus leading 
from one side of it to the left auricle ; these, I have 
no doubt, then, were the remains of the passage in 
question. The stomach appeared small, considering 
the size of the animal. It lay transversely, imme- 
diately behind the diaphragm, in a sort of sigmoid 
flixure. The contents of it was examined very mi- 
nutely ; but it was found to contain nothing but a 
greenish, oleaginous matter, of a slimy consistence. 
My object in being particular in the examination of 
the stomach, was to ascertain whether it contained 
any stones, because we have well authenticated ac- 
counts of their being found in the bowels of these 
animals. Le Sieur de Villefort, Enseigne de Vaissqau,. 
who sailed under M. de Beauchesne Gavin (a French 
navigator that went on a voyage to the South Seas 
many years ago), mentions their having killed a sea 
lion* in Port Desire, in whose stomach they found 

* It IB perhaps necesisry to mciitioii, that the animal called th^ 
fltaLisa by the eld nangatort, it die lame that is now generally 
known' by the name of Walrus, or Sea Horse, m the Aredc Seas ;. 
but I understand that in the Straits of Mag^an, and on ^kt 
islands in its neighbourhood, they are still called Sea lions. 
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several stones ; and I am informed that a number 
of stones were found in the stomach of a Wakus 
that was killed last summer by the expedition that 
went to Spitzbergen^ 

All that I have now to say of this animal is a few 
words respecting him sl$ an article of food* The 
flesh of the sea-horse has been represented by di& 
ferent navigators as very good eating ; but, with due 
defi^rence to their opinion, I must own that as far as 
I aih able to judge, nothing but absolute want could 
ever induce a person not accustomed to such food to 
eat iu In the first place, immediately under the 
skin, there was a layer two inches and a half thick of 
fat, that differed not ibatorially in appearance, and 
not at all in its nature from whale's blubber ; and the 
flesh, or muscular substance underneafli this oleagin- 
ous coating, was as black as the crangt of a whale, 
and smelt so intolerably, that even the dogs we have 
on board would not touch it« It is but just, however, 
to mention that we cooked the heart, which was 
found to be tolerably good eating ; but the disgust 
occasioned by the offensive odour from the carcase 
of the 'animd was so great, that we could hardly rid 
ourselves of the idea that the heart did not partake 
in some degree of the disgusting qualities of the 
body. The fat, or blubber, however, has been 
turned to some advantage, for it was stripped off, 
and put into a cask, uutU an opportunity occurs for 
boiling it, when it is expected to produce from 
thirty to forty gallons of oil. 

We had to-night, for the first time this season, a 

* This is ft term used by the Greenland, or whaleofishermen, 
which si^pufie^ the fleshy, or muscular part of the #hale> that is 
left after the bhibber is* fiindied or taken off. 
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meridian altitude of the sun at midnight, or, pro- 
periy speaking, bdoir the pole, for we hare now of 
course no nig^ ; but, as the terms dav, and night, 
are convenient when speaking of the time when anjr 
event occurs that is necessaiy to be mentioned, I 
shall always make use of them lor the sake of per- 
spicuity, although no natural distinctkm of the kind 
now takes place* 

Friday, 9th. — Nothing has occurred Iw these 
three days past deserving of particular notice. The 
weather has been variable, sometimes fine, at other 
times the reverse i but our greatest annoyance has 
been, and still is, the ice, with which we are con- 
stantly hampered. There is one thing we find, 
which is, that, by standing to the eastward, we get 
clear of it ; but our object is to get to the westward, 
if possible. ■ ^ 

Sunday, 11th. — As we were sailing along amongst 
the ice this forenoon, a large white bear was observed 
on a piece of it close to the ships. A boat was imme- 
diately lowered to go after him. The weather hap- 
pened to be foggy, so that he did not see us until we 
were within about a hundred yards of him ; he was 
walking about at the time, but immediately he per- 
ceived us he crouched down on the edge of the rice, 
and watched ou'r approach very, attentively, as if. in 
expectation that we should in a short time become his 
prey. We were, on the other hand, no less sanguine 
that he should very soon . be our captive, and in 
order to make sure of our mark, we continued to 
pull towards him until the boat was within about 
forty yards of him, when we all fired. One shot 
brake his right hind leg, and the rest (viz. three) 
struck him in difierent parts of the body. On being 
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wounded he made a hideous roar, and grasped with 
his teeth at the places where he was struck. He then 
plunged into the water, and tried to escape in that 
way; but, on finding that we were gaining ground 
upon him, he attempted to get again on the ice ; but 
he wa» by this time so much exhausted by loss of 
blood that before he could get out of the water we 
secured him by throwing the bight of a rope-round his 
neck. His weight and dimensions are noted below.* 




•Weight" - " - " ' ' - 1 

Feet' In. 
Length from the snout to the tail -' - - 8 2 

Circumference round the middle - - - - 6 

Length from the snout to the shoulder joint - - $ 

Height from the heel-6f the forcpaw to tfae top of the 

back between the ahoulders - - - ' - 3 7 

Do. from the heel of the hind-I^ to the top of the . 
■ rump - - - - - 3 ♦ 

Circumference of the fore-paw - - - - 1 11 

Breadth of do. - - - 8J 

Xength from the fore-toes to the knee-joint - - 2 5J 
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It will be seen tktt fait vdg^ b boC at aD is pro- 
portion to lui dnncflBOBs ; far he m» a ipcrjr luge 
animal, as fiur aslcngdi and kigkt went; bat* al- 
thougfa six indies longer than the bear we killed 
in this country last snnnner, he was upnaida> of two 
hundred pounds lighter. 

On opening him, we disoorered the canae of this 
^sparity ; fixr the whole of the alimentarr canal was 
in a hi^ state of gangrene, the liver and lungs were 
very much inflamed, and the spleen ^parendy shrank 
considerably below its natural size, the stomach was 
empty and collapsed : in fact, the whole of the ab- 
dominal viscera bore evident marks of disease. 



Circum&rence of the €ore4eg hdow the knee - - S 5 

Do. of the hind-fMrar .« - 1 10 

Do. of the hind-leg - . - S 4 

Bresdtb of the hiod^jpair - . - 8 

length from the hind-toes to the knee-joint - - S S 

LfBfth of the tea - * --06 

Chrcmnlinrenee of the heed befinne the flifs - 3 1 

Do. of the neck - - • • S 9 

Dbtance from the foout to the eye • - - O Sj^ 

Do. between the eye - - 6 

Longest axii of the ejet - - - - 1 

Depth of the inout - - - - - S| 

Dp. from note to under part of the lower jaw - - 5^ 

Breadth of ieptuin nariiun . - - •* 0| 

Nare, elliptical 

Length of the ears - . . - 3 

Breadth of do. - . - . • 2| 

Front teeth in each jaw 6 inches ; canine 2 inpheiB ; molares or 
grinders 5 inches ; length of the upper tusks 1/^ inch ; breadth 
between their tips S^ inches ; length of the lower tusks 1} inch; 
(thp tip of the right side tusk was broken) breadth between thehr 
tips S inches, 

Th« liver weighed 16 lbs. ; the luogs 14 lbs. ; the heart 61be. ; 
the kidneys 3 lbs,; and the spleen Hlbs. 
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. The weatlier has been colder to-day than we bxYi^ 
had yet, being half a degree less, indeed, than we 
had it during the whole of last yoyagey our lowest 
temperature, last year, being ^i^% and to-day it wa$ 
as low as 26^. We suffer, however, no inconveniracQ 
from the cold, but the moisture jtfaat freezes on the 
rigging renders it disagreeable to handle* 
. Thursdat/f 15th. — Nothing has occurred far 
these three days past deserving of remark ; the wea** 
t^her has been, I may almost say, invariably foggy* 
which, together with the quantity of ice that we 
have been constantly hampered with, has rendered 
our progress to the northward very slow •, &x our 
latitude to-day, at noon, was only 7©** 27' N., which 
is only a little more than one degree farther than we 
were four days ago. We have reason to supposOf 
however, that the three or four last degrees of lati* 
tude that we have come through, are the most diffi-» 
cult to navigate of any part of these seas, for they 
are the narrowest part of the Straits, and at this 
season of the year will^ I have no doubt, be always 
found choked with the ice that drifts down from 
Baffin's Bay.' Two boats were sent this forenoon to 
an iceberg, to bring some of it on board for dissolv* 
\ng into water. As this ice appeared to be more 
compact than what I have usually observed the berg, 
ioe to be, I formed a piece of it into a cube ^, for the 
purpose of determining its specific gravity, which 
Was found however not to differ materially from what 
we have been accustomed to find it by sixnUar experi- 

* The sides of tbis cube xnefwuned six incbes and -n* and viiien 
pu| i»to a tub <>r 4ea*watcar at tb^ temperature of 33^ and of die 
specific gravity 1.02^, aine-tenths of an iadi remained above 
the surface of the water. 



48 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVKRY 

ments last year ; that is, about one-seventh remam- 
ing above the suri&ce of the water. 

Friday y iQth. — A small piece of ice was picked 
up to-day, however, whose specific gravity differed' 
very much indeed from any that I have ever seen 
in these seas before. Its size would not admit well 
of being made into a cube, it was therefore formed 
into a rectangular parallelogram, two inches seven- 
tenths in breadth, and one inch seven-tenths in 
thickness ; and when put into a bason of salt water, 
at the temperature of SS""^ and of the specific 
gravity of » 1.0262, only one-tenth of an inch re- 
mained . above the surface of the water, or, in 
other words, one-seventeenth of the whole. 
' We passed the Brunswick, of Hull, to-day, on her 
way home: they broomed * to us, that they had taken 
nineteen whales ; and, as she passed the Griper, they 
told them that there were about fifty whalers to the 
northward (close to the coast: of Greenland), be- 
tween the 74 and 75 degrees of latitude. This was 
all the communication we had with her ; or, properly 
speaking, that the Griper had, for she passed too 
far from us to speak her. 

• . I have omitted to mention before, that, during 
these two or three days past, we saw several large 

* 

* This is a term used by the whale fishermen to express the 
mamier in which they communicate to one - another the numbjer, 
of whales they have taken. The way in which the intelligence is 
conveyed is this ; on board the ship that is asking for the inform- 
ation in question, some person holds ujp a broom in a conspicuous 
place where it may be seen by the other ship, where some person 
with a similar instrument gives the required information by lifUng. 
a broom up over his head as many times as the number of fish 
they have taken ; hence the origin and meaning of the term' ^aom- 
ing a ihip. 
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flocks of eider duck* (Anas MaUssima, Lin.) flying 
to the eastward. 

Saturday i V]th. — We made fast this afternoon to 
a floe of ice, where we remained for some timej which 
afibrded us an opportunity of making some magnetic 
and other observations. In order to make sure of 
being clear of the influence of the ships upon die 
compasses, the observations were made at least a 
quarter of a mile from either of them. The variation 
at this place was found by the mean of several azi- 
muths, to be 81** westerly, and the dip, or vertical 
inclination of the needle, 84° 6'. The latitude of 
the place of observation (reckoning from noon) was 
72° N., and longitude, by sights taken for the chro- 
nometers at the time, 60** 5' W. . We found, on dif- 
ferent parts of the ice that we walked over this after- 
noon, large quantities of earth and gravel ; this is, 
however, such a common thing, that, it hardly de- 
serves to be mentioned, for scarcely a day ever 
passes without our seeing either stones or earth on 
some of the floes that we are amongst 

Monday J 19th. — The weather for some days past 
has been very foggy, which, I think, is in some mea- 
sure owing to our being so far from the land ; for I 
observed last year, when we were detained for some 
days at Waygat Island, that there was very often a 
thick fog over the surface of the sea at some distance 
from the land ; whilst over the land itself, and along 
the coast, for a space of two or three leagues from 
it, there was commonly a .fine clear sky. Paradox- 
ical as it may appear, yet we find, that although the 
weather is in general so cold that the fog freezes on 
the rigging, that the. ice is undergoing dissolution 
V(^y rapidly, for on most of the floes we find large 

£ 
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poofs of water^ from one of wkich we miifliiil the 

ships (with water) two days agqu 

Although it most certa^dj be aileMitrJ (tnm tlie 
cireumstaiice diat I have just nartiaoed^ that tfce 
sun contribotes verjr materiaDy to Ae ih<niCiMi af 
the ice, yet I concnr in opbnon widi the iulie| B d 
navigjator, Davis, and the iflustiioiB Cook, tiiat the 
sea is the great destrajer of the ice in these le^oM. 

We find that there is a constant cuife n t setting to 
the southward, iriiicb has been observed, imIecJ, 
more or less, ever since we entered die Stndta. bs 
daily rate, and the exact coarse it takes, is no^ in- 
deed, very easily ascertained with great jvecision ; 
for the various courses we are obliged to nud^e 
amongst the ice, are such as to baffle all attempts at 
comparing the latitude observed with that deduced 
from the dead reckoning ; and I have no doubt bat 
the ice affects, in some measure, the direction of the 
current near the surface. 

Tuesday^ 9ldth. — On account of the fogginess of 
the weather, we got so close to a large icebergs to- 
day, before it was seen, that we were obliged to 
lower our boats in great haste to tow the ship off 
from it ; and, notwithstanding the smartness with 
which every thing was done, she went over a tongue 
of it that projected some distance from the body i£ 
the berg. TTiis tongue happened, fortunately, bow- 
ever, to be about twenty feet below the surface of 
the water, so that we went oyer it without touching, 
and| in a few minutes more, got clear, altogethei^, 
of this threatening mass of ice, for such I must <eei^ 
tainly call it, for the side of it that we ran dbtig 
was considerably higher than our mast-head, tad 
some parts of it projected beyond : a perpendicular 
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line Tdse from its base^ or at right angles with the 
surface of the water. And in addition to these cir- 
cumstances, it was full of vertical fissures, or rents, 
which showed, in a very unequivocal manner, thfe 
danger of approaching too near it. The depth of 
water alongside of it was found to be one hundred 
amd twenty fathoms ; and, as it appeared from the 
tide-mark on it, to be aground, its height above the 
surface of the water might be estimated at one hun- 
dred and twenty feet ; for the proportion of the ice, 
above, to that below the surface of the water, will 
generally be found to be nearly as one is to seven. 
We shot a seal this evening, of the common species^. 
{Pkoca Vitulinay Lin.) He was lying on a piece of 
ice ^t the time. It is unnecessary to give any de- 
«criptiofi of him, as he diflf5»ed in no respect from 
the seals that are seen oti our own coast : his length, 
from the snout to the tail, was five feet one inch, and 
the circumference round the thickest part of the 
body three feet six inches. 

Wednesday^ 2l5^i— The weather cleared up to-day 
for the first time for some days past; and about 
eight o'clock A. M. we had a very good, although 
a distant view, of the coast of Greenland, bearing 
by compass fh>m south to east of us. The moun- 
tain called by Davis, " Hope Sanderson,*' was rea^ 
diiy recognised by such of us as had seen it last year ; 
although its distance from us was estimated to be 
^bout forty miles, it bore, by compass, 8® S. 30' E. 
Some of the Women Islands were also in sight. It 
appeared to me that there was more snow on this 
part of the coast, than was on it last year when we 
passed it ^ but our distance from it was too great to 

E 2 
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enaUe us to ut any this^ with ceraaaaicw on 
head* 

We found an imnM^nag. fMTTfihi»r q( arefaergfi off tfab 
coast ; DO less than eigiLt¥-€sg}tt woic aeea ds» ni«v^ 
at one time fitim deck, and BOBt ot'^dieBi s> kiC2e that I 
have no doobt of their being agrooad, ux vesomided 
at the time in one hundred and sx ^'^■^^•m"'* — snd aad 
pieces of bn^en shdb. Becireai i£§ and the land 
there was also a considefable qoantxTr of loose ice^ 
sufficiently c^ien, however, to navigale amongst it, 
to the northward ; but as I have said sooietiiiie ago^ 
our object is not to get to the northward aloog this 
coast, but if possible to peoetnte to the westward. 
What time it will take to accomi^sh this desinble 
object in this high latitude, is a qoestioD that most 
certainly remain in doubt untfl the thing is done, lor 
last year's experience does not affixtl us any ground 
to draw a conclusion from on this subject ; we found 
then (as we do now) a barrier of ice to the west- 
ward, from the time that we first made it until we 
got nearly to the top of Baffin's ' Bay ; and although 
we never succeeded in getting through it, it was 
certainly not from want of attempting to do so. 
Whether these attempts might not have been success- 
ful if persevered in, is a thing that does not become 
me to give an opinion on. 

Wc are possessed however of some knowledge thi^ 
year, tiiat we knew nothing of last summer, with 
regard to the extent of this ledge or barrier of ice ; 
for then it was doubtful how far it might extend to 
the weHtward, but now we know perfectly well how 
far il can extend in that direction. But, to be brief 
on thcHiibject, 1 believe the intention is, to make 
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every effort to force our way to the westward from 
this place, so as to make the entrance of our hopeftil 
inlet, Lancaster's Sound -, we are not indeed quite in 
the parallel of latitude * of it yet, but as the land 
tends a little to the eastward on the south side of that 
opening, a passage across at this place will be shorter 
than farther to the eastward. 

This day, in addition to its being fine and clear, . 
was, I think, the warmest day that we have had 
since we left England, for at two o'clock in the af-: 
tenioon the thermometer in the sun rose to 82. 

In the evening, as we were making the best of' 
our way to the westward, a large bear was observed 
on a piece of ice dose to us, but time was deemed 
too precious to lose any of it to go after him. 

Saturday^ M^. — Nothing has occurred during 
these two days, past deserving of remark; we got 
beset amongst the ice on the evening of the 22d, and 
have been sO' i^tuated ever , since ; we have atdiffe-- 
rent times during that period endeavoured to force 
the ships through by warping, but we have made but 
very little progress, the ice being so close, and heavy,* 
that our utmost efforts avail but little ;. there are pr<^: 
pects, however, of clear water to the westward, for 
the sky in that direction has a watery appearance,- 
and the ice is dissolving very fast, it». surface being: 
ftiU of pools of water, in one of which was caught, 
two days ago, a small fish answering to the descrip-i 
tion of the Gddus Virens of Linr. 

As there was nothing particularly doing, a series 

of experiments were again performed this afternoon,. 

. ^ ■ . • . . . • - ' ^ ■ .-f 

• The entrance of Lancaster's Sound may be said to be in 
latitude 74?° N., and ours to-day at noon was 12^ 58' 12^ N. 

E 3 
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for detenmniiig the de%ialioQ qIl the mngMWi ; the 
mode of operation was simflar to that described mnne 
tune agoiy when an experiment of the same kind was 
made : that is» a set of azimotfas were taken with 
the sfaqi^s head on ereij second point of the com- 
poflB^ and the difieienee of these ayimnths firom the 
true variaticm found cm the ice;, will, of couise» be the 
deviation mi these reqiective points. In this e^qperi- 
ment a newlj invented needle bj Mr. Jennings was 
used^ and as far as we coold judge from this trial it 
appeared to answer remai^ably welL It dUfers in its 
coostmction fincmi the common needle, for instead 
of one bar, or needle, it omsists of two placed at 
right angles to one another, so that the magnetic 
north and south fidls in a line between the two oppo- 
site arms of it. As the result of tins experiment may 
be more eaaly comprehended by a diagram than l^ 
words, I have drawn one *, which exhibits at one 
view the whole operation, or rather, as I have juft 
said, the results thereof. 

It will be seen from this experiment that the de^ 
viation has increased very considerably since it waa 
tried before ; this is, however, nothing more than 
what might be expected, or, in &ct, it is only what 
we knew, from other circumstances, must h^pen ; 
for it is very clear, that as the directive power of the 
magnetism of the earth upon the compass decreases 
as we approach the magnetic pole ; so will the pQww 
or rather the effect of the iron in the ship increase. 

Sunday^ 25th. — The ice having slackened a 
little during the night, all hands were employed thf^ 
whole day tracking and warping the ships to the 

* 8ee AppesdiK. 
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westward ; and in the evening, in consideration oi* 
the great exertions made, and the length of time' 
they were employed, each man had half a pound of 
Donkin's preserved meat, and a gill of rum served 
out to them, as an extra allowance. 

Monday y ^6th. — We were employed again to-dAy 
in a similar way as above mentioned, but with less 
success, -for the ice closed so much to-day that our 
utmost endeavours to force through it were of litde' 
avail. 

Tuesday y ^th. — Although yesterday's exertions 
were not of much use, we were not discouraged dn* 
that account from recommencing the same labour 
again to-day, and I have much pleasure in being' 
able to say, that the unwearied efibrts displayed not' 
only to-day, but for some days past, were this lifter- 
noon crowned (as good causes generally Mie, when 
persevered in with zeal and proper maaagiement) 
with success, for we got into what may be eaUed clear 
water, that is to say navigable, although not alto-* 
gether free from ice. From similar motives to 
those mentioned on the 35th inst. the men had again 
this evening an extra allowance of fresh meat served 
out to them. 

Wednesday y Q8th. — I have remarked that since we 
lost sight of the coast of Greenland very few icebergs 
have been seen j to-day especially there has not been 
above five or six seen altogether, and these were of 
an inferior size. This is no doubt owing to the water 
increasing in depth as we proceed to the westward^ 
so that they cannot ground. We sounded to-day in 
two hundred and ninety-six fathoms, a depth evident* 
ly too great for icebergs to ground in, unless they 
were of an extraordinary magnitude. The floe ic6 

£ 4« 
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is also iiiiich thiDner than it was a few days ago ; some' 
of it indeed that we passed to-day was so honey- 
combed, or as it is commonly called, so rotten, that 
some parts of it would not bear a man's weight. I 
think that this rapid dissolution may in some measure 
be attributed to die greater depth of the water here 
than to the eastward ; for it is well known that shoal 
water freezes more readily than deep water, conse- 
quently when ice happens to drift into deep water, it 
will be destroyed quicker than in shoal water. 

Thursday f 39th. — We got yesterday evening into 
a clear sea, and there is to-day every appearance of 
its continuing so ; the sky looks watery to the west- 
ward, and we have had all the forenoon a considerable 
swell from that direction, so that we may, I think, 
with safety presume, that the sea is open at least as 
far as Lancaster's Sound, and as we know that 
there is a greater depth of water in that inlet than 
where we are now, it is not likely that we shall find 
much obstruction from ice there. 

We were at noon only one hundred and sixty 
miles from the entrance of. it, having, in the course 
of the last twenty-four hours, ran upwards of one 
hundred miles ; a distance, certainly, that in tem- 
perate climates would be performed by a ship under 
the most ordinary circumstances; but in these re- 
gions, and after such tardy movements as we have 
for some time past been accustomed to, spears to 
us a great run, and, taking every thing into consi- 
deration, is so in reality. 

We saw several whales to-day for the first time 
since we entered Baffin's Bay, or at least since we 
passed ♦^ ' dtude of 70* N., for I beUeve the Une of 

«t and Davis's Straits is not yet well 
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defined ; it may, therefore, in speaking of it, be better 
perhaps to refer to some parallel of latitude. 

Friday y 30th. — The sea still continues open, and 
there is every prospect of its being so to the west- 
ward, for the sky in that direction promises well, 
and we have, as I mentioned yesterday, a consi- 
derable swell. The weather being fine and clear 
this forenoon, we had very excellent sights for the 
chronometers, from which, and our latitude at noon, 
we found that we were no great distance from the 
entrance of Lancaster's Sound ; it was indeed com- 
puted at the time, that if the breeze continued as we 
then had it, that the west land would be seen in the 
course of the afternoon, and to our great joy these 
expectations were fulfilled about five o'clock, for at 
that time land was descried from the mast-head, 
which we knew from our latitude to be the mountains 
on the south side of the inlet just mentioned. The 
welcome news was immediately telegraphed to the 
Griper, then both ships set all sail they could pos-' 
sibly carry, having, as it were, received fresh vigoiu* 
from the prospect now before them. 

As we drew in with the land every eye appeared 
to be directed towards that spacious inlet so oflen 
the theme of conversation for these eleven months 
past*. . > 

So much indeed has been said about it, that were 
we quite ignorant of the place, we must have felt 
some pleasure in seeing it ; but to us it is peculiarly 
interesting, for most of us have seen it before, or, 
more properly speaking, we were witnesses of the 
promising appearances it afforded of being the place, 
that not only we, but many other navigators^ for up- 
wards of two centuries^ were in search of. 



At liitf featut^ ttim; iifiit w^ uk; iinff debginsd ^nth 
ioiviii^ tilt: obif^ of' our ii(Jp£?6 is fiigiit. b «Ht at 
M^-r^ 4isuxiei%' iitiverb (K^niiaDaiir over liK mnd, on 
i^^^oall^^cttii^ tliait it Jb»b iif^mi siffinBed, dSrom ariifei Jiy- 

Mi^ibar^/^a6ii^^ It would te xHaedteas, if not iuifuwjiBL, 
iHm'^^oto eutesr into a Je]:^:theoied detail cf liiejBiu 
igKAit) tiiait m^tt titi adduced agabml titat tumii^ £ir 
tiudb ouly <:tijj 1 call it ; let it stifiicie liiea, liut Am 
ii» at j>r4^$(it!£rt tnei^' proe^^ c^' our btang socm jdaik i» 
d4:dCMl^ tbe tmbi^ct ui iiuefrtaao^ in a mixniflr tintt mil 
iu^^<:el<jrth JLeavt; oo doubt about Il»e aaatter ; &r Ac 
^M^ Uj <}iute dear tc# the mestward as ^ as w 
M^ aiid we have a fine breeze of vind ; it is 
indeed directly in our ^vour^ being fiiom die N. W., 
hut it itf Mi^cieritly so^ if it continues, to 
to get to ttie entrance of the Sounds as it is 
ouiily calledf before tomorrow morning* 

it if airtonishing the number of whales that have 
been seen to-day; no less than fifty are said to have 
been si^eri in the course of one watch, (viz. four houB,) 
thin afternoon. May this circumstance not be oon- 
sidered as an indication of the opening before us 
being a passage from Baffin's Bay to another sea, 
into which thcHC fish are now going, in consequence 
oi* their being pursued and harassed by the fishermen 
in these seas ? 

The mountains appear to have more snow on them 
tlian t))ey had last year when we were here ; this 
urnyi however, in a great measure, be accounted for, 
ihm\ our Hinging them a moutli earlier this year, fiir 
it ^"Hs on the A0\}\ of August that we were at this 
plal'l^ lost voyage. Along the coast, however, and 
tor ulHHit three hundred feet up the side of the 
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mountains, the I^aid is, with very few exceptions, per- 
fectly clear of snow. We estimate the height of the 
mountains to be from sixteen hundred, to two thou- 
sand feet above the level of the sea. 

Saturday J S\st. — . We got this morning off the 
place that was called, last year, Possessioii Bay, from 
our having landed there and taken possession of the 
country. As we had it in a different point of view 
from that in which it was seen last year, it was not 
recognised until the pole erected on the top of one 
of the hills was seen. As soon as we got abreast of 
it the ships were hove to, and a boat went ashore 
with Mr. Parry and Capt. Sabine to make magnetic 
and other observations *, and during the time they 
were employed in making these observations, two 
men and myself were directed to proceed up the 
stream which flows through the valley, with instruc- 
tions to observe if any pieces of wood or bark were 
to be seen in th^ bed of it, and to make such re- 
marks on the nature and productions of the place as 
might be deemed useful. We commenced our ex- 
cursion from the mouth of the stream, at which 
place it is, as' near as I could judge, from thirty-five 
to forty yards broad j aqd at low water, as was the 
case when we landed, not above knee deep : there 
is at this place however a bar across it, within which 
it both deepens and widens. The depth of it, for 
about (me hundred and fifly or two hundred yards 
within the bar I W2^ not able to determipe, being 

* The latitude at the mouth of the stream was found to b% 
73^ iV lef N., and Wngttiide 77** 44»' 42* W. (by chronometer) ; 
the vaiiatioii of the eompass by the meaa of several ^imuths 
106^ B(y westerly, and ^ 4ip, or vertical inclination of the 
dippip^-rneedle, 86® Q'. 
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l<^ 'f;viMidt3t:itiiiv tu «4icit atcruw it:: iti. iiFeadil) am 
tla«i ^li*<;*f ^4tti, J thixik, irono iurtr-iFe to ififer ^fiwtt 
^^Iht iklt w«m up it tu tiitf dkiUaiDe uf two hiiiwiifl 

H'JmUiti tlnrt »'^t? lyiflg <« li>e left «dde ctf' it jct 3k 

4A' ^jfi ^'Mid 0Au4 J feejxwM! dm it becsune 

^MM^<I^ <^y>miU<i0j^ of icKm^ iHtoii« and and, 

UkiUieA tim wAm^ </f the bottom all the rest cif de 

'Afiiy ^t^fytnn^ W4i went: it eontiiiued likewise 

/;f ;»^i imitin'm br^^titf tliat ui, from forty to 

y^nUf sifui ^^y part iA* it beyond idiere the 

'\%ii Hrnt timg iitat attracted our notice in 
nUmff tim f>ank of the ntresm^ was to meet 
iffUikn In m perfect a utate^ that, had the place been 
known to he frequented by man, we should hsve 
MiippoMed that peofile had been here only a few days 
hiifnn*, i but one of the men who was with me, as 
well m tnyMelf, remembered that we had been on the 
very «mne npot, where the tracks were observed, last 
ymr feathering plants, so that we had not the small- 
c^Mt doubt of their being the remains of our own fdot- 
Nti^pN made last year, for had any Esquimaux been at 
tliJN place Hinee we were here before, it is more than 
probal)l() that they would have taken away the pole 
on the hill ; for, from what we saw of them last year, 
notluug coidd be a greater prize for them than, a 
pitx^ti of* wood of* tlie size of that in question. Be- 
Hiden, wo ol)Hi»rvod that tlie impression of the heel of 
tho i^hoo wan dwpor than that of any other part of 
\U which would not be the case were they the tracks' 
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of Esquimaux, for they never have heels to their 
shoes or boots ; and, in fact, the size and shape of 
the fbotmarks were such as to satisfy us perfectly as 
to their origin. From this circumstance wc may 
conclude that there is no great fall of snow in this 
country in the winter, for doubtless ,the melting of 
it would have effaced these tracks. After tracing 
them for some distance we resumed our course up the 
stream until we came to the foot of a mountain, 
which from the sea appeared to terminate the valley 
through which it flowed : but instead of finding the 
source of our stream here, as we imagined, we found 
that it issued from another valley to the right, or 
southward and westward. Our time being limited, 
we could not foUow it any farther ; at this time we 
were, as near as I could judge, about three miles and 
a half, or four miles, at the farthest, from the sea. At 
this distance from the coast there were only two or 
three small patches of snow in the whole valley, and 
there was very little of it indeed for a considerable 
way beyond this up the sides of the mountains. 
The only animals we saw during oui* excursion were 
a Fox, (Cams VulpeSy Lin.) ; a Raven, (Corvus 
Corcuv^ Lin.); several Ring-Plovers, (Charadrius 
HiatictdOf Lin.); and Snow-Buntings, (Emberiza 
Nivalis^ Lin.) ; a bee was also seen, from which we 
may infer that there is honey even in these wild 
-regions. We saw several tracks of bears, and some 
cloven-footed animal, from their size apparently those 
, of a reindeer, neither of them however appeared to 
be very recent. Considering the high latitude in 
which this place is situated, vegetation flouiishes re- 
, markably well, for wherever there was moisture tufts 
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of grass and various plants grew in considerabte 
abundance; creeping, or ground willow, was the 
only ligneous production we met with, the diameta: 
of the thickest of them that I saw did not exceed 
that of a person's finger, and, generally speaking, they 
were not so large. 

The fixed rocks consisted chiefly of basalt and gra- 
nite,, and in the valley there was a vast quantity of 
limestone, in loose fragments ; but I do not recollect 
having seen any rocks of it : granite, quartz, sand- 
stone, trap, felspar, and various other minerals, were 
to be met with in considerable abundance in the bed, 
and about the banks of the stream before-mentioned. 
On our way back to the boat I picked up a piece of 
whalebone, two feet ten inches in- length, and two 
inches broad : it had forty two holes in it, placed 
nearly in a straight line, and at regular distances 
from one another along one of its edges : these holes 
were perfectly round, and of a size sufficient to ad- 
mit a goose-quill. Besides the holes just mentioned, 
there were also fine oval holes along the middle of it, 
at tlie distance of eight inches apart. We supposed 
it had been part of an. Esquimaux sledge j and ifroin 
the situation in which it was found, it is probable 
that it had been carried there by some of these people; 
for it was between three and four hundted yard^ from 
the sea, and about the same distance from the frtxeaih 
we went up ; so that it could not be brought by eitiier 
to the place Where it was found. 

On returning from out excursion, we found thit 
the tide had risen so mtich that we could not W^ide 
across the bar at the mouth of the stream* The tide 
appeared to flow from the northward, or most pi^ 
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bclbly out <^ Laneaster^s Sound ; for this place 18 si- 
tuated to the! southward and eastward of it. It was 
just low water at the tiiile we landed, and during the 
three hours we were ashore, it rose between three 
and four feet ; but from the distance up the beach 
that the bones of whales, sea-weed, and other things 
that must have been washed up by the sea, was founds 
it would appear that the tide rises considerably 
higher than what might be expected from the result 
of our observation on it to-day. I ought to observe, 
however, that in all probability, a very heavy sea sets 
into this bay occasionally, for when we landed, al- 
though the wind was very moderate, there was a very 
considerable surf breaking on the beach ; so that 
when it blows hard from the eastward, it may be pre- 
sumed that the sea runs so high as to have washed 
the bones above-mentioned up to the place where 
they were lying ; that is, some distance beyond the 
regular tide-mark. The water deepens very suddenly 
in this bay, for we sounded as we were coming 
ashore, and found fourteen fathoms* water within a 
cable's length of the beach ; and even closer than 
that its depth must be considerable ; for just as we 
were landing, two whales were observed so near the 
shore, that I expected at one time that they would 
run themselves agt^und. Whilst we were ashore 
they tried for soundings on board, with a line of two 
hundred and ninety fathoms, and found no bottom ; 
but on recollection, I ought not to mention this as a 
remarkable circumstance, for they sounded in a 
thousand fathoms last year, in the Isabella, in the 
very same place, or at least pretty near it. As the staff 
planted at that time on the hill, already mentioned, is 
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ntflU »tai)duQg^ it%XMjid be uoneoefiBaij to erect 
t^M^i liiib vear ; bui^ m order to leive Mme 
o^'tJ^i^ our second vuAt^ a sort of'obdi^ or 
f^ih^'loQtse utooei^ w9» erected on tlie right faflsdk of 
IJm^ ^ir^mtif and alKNit two hundred yards iram Ac 
beiu^h ) '4nd under the pile was buried a quart boidei 
(eofttiii»uig a «Up of paper, on which were writteo die 
im»j/e^ of «hips, arid comirianders, and the time idien 
we W4ir^ li^r^* Having now given an account of eveij 
thing that ( $aw during this excursion, that appeared 
to me to be ileserving of notice, I shall again resume 
the narrative of our transactions on board. Ltunedi- 
ately the boats returned (one being on shore fiom 
the Gri|>er)f we made sail towards Lancaster's Sound ; 
but tile wind being at the time rather against us 
(N. K. by cotnpass) we made but little progress 
during the remainder of this day. 

Sunday 9 Augmt 1st. — The wind still continuing 
to blow out of the Sound, we have as yet got but a very 
little way into it j every thing else, however, appeiurs 
favourable* the nea is perfectly clear to the westward, 
aH far as we can see, and a heavy swell is setting from 
that direction^ from which we may conclude that 
there is neither land nor ice very close to us on that 
Hide. We passed several streams of ice to-day, indeed 
on the north side of the Sound, but they lay so close 
in with the land, that they offered no obstruction U^ 
our progress ; and, with regard to icebergs, if mdj 
be almost said, that they have totally disappeare|, 
for thoiv has been only one seen to-day. It has been 
observed that since we got within the capes that 
form the entrance of this magnificent Sounds that 
the eola\ir of the water changed from its usual light 
gi\>en indour, to a dirty brownisli hue. 
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M(m4ayi 2rf.-— There being but very little wind 
this forenoon, we availed ourselves of the oppor- 
tunity tliereby occasioned for sounding, which occu- 
pied a considerable portion of time, for we had no 
less than one thousand and forty-eight fathoms of 
line out before we found bottom ; it was estimated, 
however, that t^e actual depth was not above eight 
hundred and fifty, or nine hundred fathoms, as. there 
was a very considerable portion of stray line. The 
deep-sea-clam m was used on this occasion, the sound- 
ings brought up, consisted chiefly of mud, intei^mixed 
with small stones, and pieces of broken shells of a 
very delicate texture. At eight o'clock in the even- 
ing a breeze sprang up from the southward and east- 
ward, accompanied by fine clear weather, which ena- 
bled us to have an excellent view of the land on 
both sides this spacious opening, and although we had 
not as yet got so far into the Sound as we were last 
year, frequent visits were nevertheless made to the 
Cro>v*s Nest*, to look for Croker's Mountain, for 
such was our anxiety, that we began to look for what 
we had good reasons to suppose did not exist, and 
that too before we got far enough to see them if they 

* This is the name given by the Greenland fishennen to a 
look-out place they have at the mast-head. It is frequently made 
of a cask, by takipg one end out, and cutting a scuttle in the 
other for a person to get through ; the use of it is to shelter the 
person looking out for whales, or the best lead amongst the ice, 
m>iA the inclemency of the weather. We have two crows' nests 
up,;ohe at the main, and the other at the fore-mast head, and ' 
whenever we are amongst the ice, one or other of them is always 
occupied by, some person looking out; for the best way to get 
through, and to-day they have, as I have mentioned above, been 
frequently visited by persons looking out for what I hope we shall 
never see. 

F 
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did exist. There is every appearMice, at present, 
however, of our being able before long of satisfying 
ourselves on this point ; I shall therefore forbear, to 
say any thing more ^ on the subject until that period 
comes. We saw an immense number of whales to- 
day again, between thirty and forty being seen in 
every watch ; it has been remarked, that a great many 
df them were of a small size. I observed that they 
went in shoals in the same way that porpoises usually 
do, generally coming to the surface nearly about the 
same time, and diving in the same manner. We 
passed in the course of the day a great number of 
what is commonly called sea^-blubber, (Medusa)^ on 
which I think it is very probable the whales feed ; 
for it is a sort of food well adapted to the formation 
of their mouth, requiring little or no mastication, an 
operation which the whale is by no means calculated 
to perform. 

As we came along to-day, we observed that the 
stream, or ledge of ice mentioned yesterday, still 
stretches to the westward, but so dose in with the north 
land as to be no impediment in our way. Amongst 
it were seen this evening, three icebergs, but of so 
small a size that we would have hardly noticed them, 
had it not that so few have been seen of late. . 

Tuesday f 3d. — We made considerable progress 
to the westward to-day, for we were at noon (by 
chronometer) in longitude 80"* SO' W., and since that 
time we have had an excellent run, for at eight 
o'clock in the evening, we were by account in 82® W., 
and if the breeze continues but a few hours as it id 
now, we shall decide whether land exists where it is 
aaid to have been seen last year; at present the weather 
is perfectly clear, and there is nothing to be seen to the 
westward but a clear sea ! . 
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' The south land, after passing Cape Castlereagh, 
trends to southward and westward, forming a large 
bay, the bottom of which was so distant from us, 
that it is presuming ,too much indeed to call it a bay, 
as it might, for aught we know, be a passage to the 
southward. The land to the westward of this bay, 
or opening, appeared to be lower than that on the op- 
posite side of it, and. the formation, or contour of it, 
differed also* from that of the land to the eastward ; 
for it appeared somewhat like that which is called 
Table Land, whilM the land that we have passed is 
full of acuminated hills, rising one above another 
from the sea-side, to the top of the mountains. On 
the north side, and a little to tlia westward of the bay 
or opening that I have just been deMribmg, there is a 
similar gulf, or paass^e, and of greater extent than 
the above ^ oar distance from the northertiinost part 
of it was likewise too considerable to eikfj^e:^ to 
i^eak with certainty of the continuity of raeland ; 
it appeared to us indeed as if it coimk^&A of a number 
of islands. The laild to the westward of this opening 
differed also in its :features from that on the north 
side of the entrance of Lancaster's Sound, for its out^ 
Ime appeared to be more regular, and less elevated 
than the latter, and it has nmch less snow on it. As 
we were sailing along this forenoon, we happened to 
pass close by an iceberg, to which a boat was sent to 
take some azimuths^ and, to oiu: surprise, the result 
of them gave less variation, nearly by two degrees, 
than we found in Possession Bay, notwithstanding we 
have every reason td think that we are approaching 
the Magnetic Pole ; but these observations were taken 
rather too isear noon, so that they are not so much 
to 1»e Upended on as those taken the other diay. 

T 2 
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WhUst the boat was at the berg, they were employed 
on board sounding ; they struck bottom in three* 
hundred and seventy-three fathoms, soft mud, and at,* 
the same time a tide, or current, was found setting^. 
N. dS"" E. true, at the rate of seven fathoms per hoiur.* 
. Wednesday^ 4^th. — The momentous question sa* 
often alluded to in the course of this narrative, (and 
indeed a subject of conversation for nearly a twelve- 
rncmth past,) has this day been decided in* the manner 
in which I always thought it would be, that is, that no 
laaid exists on the west side of Lancaster's Sound, where ' 
it was said to have been seen last year ; for we were 
to-day .at noon in longitude 86° 5& W,, which is neaiiy 
three degrees to the westward of where it was laid' 
down. It would perhaps be unbecoming to take a re-^ 
trospective view of the opinions and arguments ad- 
vanced by those who maintained that Lancaster^Sr^ 
Sound was of all others the place that appeared most' 
likely to be the opening or inlet through which the pas- 
sage so IcHig sought after would ultimately be founds 
because a review of that kind might be considered ais a 
triumph over those who have the misfortune of being 
this day proved to be wrong. Although people may^ 
refrain, however, from making an ostentatious parade 
about their own merit or ju^ment, yet they canndt' 
avoid feeling a secret satisfaction that their opimons 
have turned out to be true ; nor is it indeed necessary 
to stifle these inward pleasures. But, to abandon the 
subject, I shall resume my diary by relating the rest 
of the events of the day, leaving to others the task 
pf contrasting and judging of the respective merits 
of the deeds and opinions of the parties or indivi- 
^4ua1s concerned, for upwards of two centuries, in pro- 
jecting or performing voyages to this country, similar 
to that on which we are employed. 

13 
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We tried for soundings several times during the 
day with different lengths of line, from fifty to one 
hundred and seventy fathoms, but never struck bot- 
tom ; and, as we had a fine breeze in our favour, it 
was not deemed proper to lose time in sounding to any 
greater depth ; and probably had the Griper been 
able to keep up with us, we should not have sounded 
so often, or to such depth as we did. 

We lost sight of the south land since eight o'clock 
this morning, (the weather being perfectly clear,) 
and we have been at an average about twenty miles 
from the north land during IJie whole day, (but some- 
times much nearer,) so that these straits, if they 
may be so called, are certainly of the first magni- 
tude, both with regard to their breadth, and depth; 

The land on the north side that we passed to-day 
is of a. difierent description from any that I have 
seen in this country before ; the whole of the coast 
appeared somewhat like an immense wall (in ruins) 
rising almost perpendicular from the sea, to the 
height, as near as I could judge, of about five hun- 
dred feet. The surface of this precipice consisted of 
horizontal strata of different thicknesses, and the 
debris that fell from them formed a kind of buttresses 
at the foot of the rock. On some of the strata also 
that projected out farther than the rest along the face 
of the precipice, there were collections of the moul- 
dering remains of the superincumbent rocks ; so that 
from the variety of shapes and sizes that these heaps 
of rubbish assumed, the regularity of the strata, and 
the uniformity that prevailed in the height of the 
rock, this bold coast presented altogether a very 
interesting appearsmce. Notwithstanding its general 
character was such as I have just been describing, 

F 3 
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yet in some parts of it there appeared to be inlete or 
chasms in which were apparently very secure har- 
bours; but our distance from it was too great to 
enable us to speak with any degree of certainly en 
this point. 

The surface of the country inland, as far as we 
could see, had very little snow on it, which I thought 
might possibly be owing to its being so plain that no 
part of it afforded shelter for the drift-snow to lodge 
in ; its height was also very inconsiderable, for it ap- 
peared to rise tut very little beyond the cliflfe along 
tlie coast. We found the sea quite clear of ice as 
we came along during the day, with the exc^[ytioii 
of a few small bergs ; but, in the evening, we came 
to what appears to be an island, with a Iddge of ice 
extending from the north and south ends of it as far 
as we can see. That which runs from the north end 
appears to reach as far as the land ; but as it happened 
to become hazy just as we made the ice, it is possible 
that we might have been deceived as to its extent 
At all events, as long as we are not interrupted by 
land, a little stoppage by ice is a matter ci very 
little consequence ; for I have no doubt but we eftall 
manage to get through it. Between the island just 
mentioned and the north land, or that along which 
we have been sailing all day, there appears to be a 
large open bay, or, it might perhaps be more pro^ 
perly said, that the land opposite this island trends 
to the northward and westward, instead of due west 
as before. As we approached the ice this afternoon 
we saw from twenty to thirty whales. 

Thwrsdatf^ &tk. — The weather had been fo^y 
since yesterday evening until five o'clock this after- 
noon, fo that we had been during that time little 
better than stationary, standing alternately off and 
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on along the edge of the ice» in readiness to take 
advantage of the first opening that would be discover- 
ed when the weather cleared up ; . but to our disiqi- 
pointment, when this happened (between five and six 
o'clock in the evening), we found that the ice extended 
from the island mentioned last night to the north 
land, a distance of about thirty miles. This body of 
ice appeared so compact that it would be folly to 
attempt to force through it, mpre especially as it 
extended to the westward farther than we could see ; 
we had the satisfaction, however, of not seeing any 
land beyond it in that direction. We had no other 
choice then but to remain iilactive, looking at the slow 
dissolution of this immense barrier of ice, or proceed 
to the southward in hopes of finding a passage to the 
westward in that direction. As the latter route 
(although not leading so directiy to the westward) 
afibrded more immediate employment, and, at the 
same time, prospect of success^ it was determined to 
try what could be done by shaping our course to the 
southward and westward. As we were sailing along 
the edge of the ice, we discovered another island, 
about six or seven miles to the southward and west- 
ward of that seen last night, and about the same dis- 
tance, &rther on in that direction, more land appear- 
ed. The whole of the qpace between these islands 
and th^ land just mentioned was full of ice, which 
extended indeed for several miles to the eastward of 
them, so . that we could not approach within some 
distance of eitiier the one or the other. These island^ 
as well as the land beyond them, have very much the 
appearance of that which I have been describing 
yesterday ; the islands in particular appeared to rise 
almost peipendicuhr- from the sea to the beigbt of 

. ■ .F 4 ■ • 
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between two and three hundred feet ; they had very 
little snow on them, their top or surfece being, Uke 
the land allude to, almost level. In this respect, 
however, the land to the southward and westward' of 
them differed from them very materially, for the in- 
terior of it, at least that part of it that bounded our 
view, rose to a considerable height, and the hills that 
composed it were well covered with snow ; its sur- 
fece was, however, generally speaking, smooth, that 
is, free from rocks or abrupt precipices. The depth 
of water off these islands corresponds (as I have ge- 
nerally observed to be the case) with the boldness of 
the coast, for we sounded in the forenoon in one hun- 
dred and thirty-five fathoms (soft mud), and in the 
afternoon it increased to one hundred and seventh- 
five fathoms, the same sort of bottom. Although we 
are at present checked a little by the ice, our hopes 
of success had reason to be increased by a certain 
circiunstance that was observed to-day. - The ciri 
cuftistance I allude to is the vast number of: white 
whales (Beluga^ Lin.) that were seen in the course (^ 
the day, from which it is not unreasonaUe to conclude 
that there is a passage from where we are, as &r at 
least as M^Kenzie's river, for that traveller mentions 
his having seen them there. People inclined .to be 
sceptical, however, would probably consider this dt^ 
cumstance as of little or no importance, and perhaps 
not at all deserving of being noticed in the light in 
which I have mentioned it; but as I am not: a. cold 
speculator, disregarding every thing except facts that 
amount almost to a positive proof, I hope to be ex«- 
qused for mentioning such circumstances as these, as 
theymay.be attributed to my confidence of suecesfti; 
Asihere iwas nothing partiQulax; doing in thefbrtepmrtg 
a couple of boats were s€Dt to "— '^ I Jill 
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one ofthe fidi above mentioned ; but we found that 
they were too wary for us, notwithstanding every art 
was practised for the purpose of getting near them, by 
puilmg and sculling after them, and, at other times, ^ 
lying still when they happened to be coming towards 
us. The latter method, appeared to promise most 
success ; and had we a gun harpoon, I have no'doubt 
but we might have succeeded, for they generally 
came within thirty or forty yards of us before they 
dived. On coming under the boat, they used to re- 
main for some time apparentiy viewing our motions ; 
but they took care to keep always at such a depth that 
it -WBS impossible to reach them. The average length 
of these fish was, as near as I could judge, • from 
eighteen to twenty feet ; their tail was horizontal,' 
like the re^ of the order (Cete) to which they belong, 
and they ' had a spiracle in the crown of their head, 
through which they respired in the same manner as 
the common whales do : their colour was, with few 
exceptions, . perfectly white ; these exceptions were 
two or three that I saw of a dusky hue. 
r Whilst we were pursuing them to-day, I noticed a 
circumstance that appeared to me rather extraordi- 
nary at the time, and which I have not indeed been 
able to: account for yet to my satisfaction. The 
thing alluded to^ is a sort of whistiing noise that 
these fish made when under the surface of the water ; 
it' : was . very audible, . and the only sound which I 
could' compare it. to, is that produced bypassing a 
wet .finger round the edge, or rim of a glass tumbler. 
It was most di^tinctiy. heard when they were coining 
towards the surface of the water, that is, about half 
arjniimte before .they appeared, and immediately 
theyf got their beadiiboveitherwater tiiC; noise ceased. 
ICbe men were so hi^y amused by ^X^ ticoX. ^^i "^^^ 
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peatedly urged one another to pull smartly, in ordcd* 
to get near the place where the fish were supposed 
to be, for the purpose of hearing what they called 
a " whale-song :** it certainly had very little resem- 
blance to a song, but sailors are not generally the 
most happy in their comparisons. 

Several fish of another genus of the cetaceous 
tribe were seen this forenoon for the first time this 
voyage, viz. the Sea Unicom, or Narwhal, (Monodan 
Monoceros, Lin.) They were seen together in a 
shoal, in the same manner that the White- Whales 
went. 

Friday^ 6th. — The weather having cleared up 
about noon, land was seen very distinctly to tlie 
southward and eastward of us, which forms, with 
the land to the southward and westward of the two 
islands before mentioned, a large inlet or opening 
leading about S. S. W. true. The west side of iiuB 
inlet is fuU of ice, so that in getting on we shall be 
obliged to sail along pretty near the south-east UomL 
I shall therefore not say any thing respecting its 
appearance at present, as we are likely to see more 
of it hereaften We sounded to-day in one hundmd 
and eighty fathoms, soft mud. A great number d 
white-whales were seen again to-day, and a few alio 
of the common, or black-whale ; seals were also fleett 
in great numbers, both on the ice and in the waten' 
The compasses have become within these two days 
80 sluggish in their motions^ that they are alamak^ 
useless, for all bearings of land are obliged ix> be 
taken by astronomical obstervation, that is, hjiht 
iMuritig of the sun, and the ships are indeed cpOK 
ducted more by the same means than by the com* 
pMWy €0 that, when that luminary is obscured; li|f 
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foggy weather, it is a difficult matter to know which 
way we are going. 

Saturday y ^th. — As we happened to be at no great 
distance from the south-east land to-day, it was 
deemed an object of importance to draw close in 
towards it, for the purpose of sending a boat ashore 
to make (magnetic) observations, the compasses being 
as I have already mentioned, in such a state *, that 
we have reason to suppose that we are at no great 
distance from the magnetic Pole, t It wUl be seen 
from the result of the observations made on this 
occasion, that our supposition cannot be far wrong ; 
for the dip, or vertical inclination of the dipping- 
needle, was 86^ 28', and the variation US'" westerly ; 
and Captain Kater's azimuth compasses, notwith- 
standing their delicate construction, were so sluggish 
in their motions, that they required to be very nicely 
levelled, and frequently tapped before the card tra- 
versed. From these circumstances it may be very 
easily seen what little dependence there is to be 
placed in our compasses on board, which, in addition 
to the disadvantages they labour under from their 
construction, are at the same time so much afiected 
by local attraction, that they can no longer be trusted 
to as guides ; but if successful, the more difficulty 
the greater merit. Besides the Egyptians are said 
to have drcumnavigated Africa long before the use 
of the compass was known^ and why should not we 
circumnavigate America two thousand years after, 

■* I need only ine&tian cna ciKuinitanee to iheir tiM tiais ia 
wt^ich the cooqpasMft were i» oa hoerd,. wlychip^:tte|.«|||pjj|hp 
ship's head was west, the nviation.i^ \W^ OTft ia. ofw^ 
the north pomt of the compass poin^d iiii^*^ 

t The latitade of thr j^lttte «l»^ 
BMde, was 7r M^ M^ aad haiili 
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without the help of that useful instrument ? I wish 
only that no greater obstacle than the want of 
compasses may impede us, and then I am sure that 
we shall accomplish our object ; but to leave the 
subject for time to prove, I shall briefly notice such 
circumstances as came under my observation to-day 
during my excursion on shore. 

The part of the coast where we landed, and, in- 
deed, every part of this land that we have yet seen^ 
is, generally speaking, low near the sea-coast, . and 
rising gradually inland ; but no part df it, as far as 
our view extended, rose to a suflScient height to be 
called mountainous. It had very little snow on 'it; 
its appearance at a distance was very barren^ and on 
getting to it we found that its distant prbspect 
had not deceived us ; for it was one of the most 
sterile spots that 1 have yet seen, even in the Arctic 
regions. Of vegetation, it could hardly be said tiiat 
any- existed; a few small tufts of grass along the 
banks of the streams, and, here and there, some 
stunted poppies, composed the chief part of the 
Flora of this place. Lichens might also be enumeraited 
amongst the vegetable productions of this land, but 
as these are to be met with in every place when^ 
rocks exist, it can hardly be necessary to mentioii 
them. It appeared to be also very thinly inhabit^ 
by animals of any description ; all that we saw weie 
a co^ple of Rarmigans (Tetrao Lagopm^ Lin.), ; and 
a few Snow-buntings. We have reason to suppose, 
however, that some quadrupeds live on it, although 
we did not see any, for we found in a sort of cave, ^or 
excavation in one of the rocks, a quantity of white 
hair, or fur, which we supposed to be that of a fox ; 
and,, in the same place, there were several seals' 
bones, from which: it may be concluded* that . tiie 
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visitant of that retired spot must have been^ at all 
events, a carnivorous animal. No traces were seen 
of any human beings being here before ourselves^ 
but if any should ever happen to visit the same 
place hereafter, it is probable that they will not 
have the same thing to say, for, on the top of a hiit, 
about half a mile from where we landed, we planted 
a pole that might be seen at some distance, having a 
piece of board nailed across the top of it, on which 
were painted these words : " His Britannic Majesty's 
ships, Hecla and Griper, August 7. 1819," and at a 
short distance from the staff was buried a quart bottle, 
in which was a slip of paper, containing the follow- 
ing short, but very explicit, piece of information: 
*^ His Britannic Majesty's ships, Hecla and Griper, 
were off this coast on the 7th of August, 1819f in 
search of a north-west passage." With respect to 
the mineralogy of this place, I have only to remark, 
that the fixed rocks consisted chiefly of limestone, 
which was in a very disintegrated state, being some- 
what like lime in the act of slaking. The surface 
of all the loose pieces of stone in the neighbourhood 
of these rocks was incrusted with lime, which had, 
apparently, been in a fluid state, for it looked more 
like the top of* a cauliflower than any thing else I could 
compare it to. This incrustation was not confined to 
limestone alone, for I observed that quartz, grynite, 
hornblende, or whatever other minerak happened to 
lie on these rocks, were coated in the same manner. 

The limestone appeared to compose only the 
surfiu^e of this land, for the bed of a stream* 
that ran between two rocks of limestone, was 

* The temperature of the water of this stream was 42^^ that 
of the air in the shade 5H^ anfll of the earth near the surface 
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composed entirely of clay slate, and the rocks ak>ii|^ 
shore, wherever they appeared, were also of this 
kind. The beach did not appear to be much beaten 
by the sea, for the rocks and loose stones that com- 
posed it did not bear the marks of much attrition. 
This may, in a great measure, be attributed to the 
manner in which it is guarded by ice, for all aloi^ 
shore there was a chain of large pieces of it from 
eight to ten feet thick, which of course shielded all 
within it from the violence of the sea, that is to say, 
if such ever exist.. 

The most part of this ice was floating when we 
landed, but when we came off the greatei^t part of it 
was aground, having been left on the beach by the 
ebbing of the tide, which during the three hours we 
were ashore had fallen six feet. It had ebbed before 
we landed about eighteen inches, so that the rise and 
fall of the tide at this place may be estimated at 
twelve, or fourteen feet We observed that the dbb 
3et to the southward and westward^ consequently the 
flood must come from that direction, a circumstance 
which I think must be evident to every person m 
very much in our favour ; for if the flood came flrott 
the Atlantic, why not come through the exteoMt 
passage formerly called Lancaster's Sound ? Totbift 
it may be answered, indeed, that the openiiig eir 
inlet which we are in, may communicate witk tht 
Atlantic through Cumberland's Straits, or any sf 
those passages between this and Hudson's Baiy^ ani 
that the flood may come from that directioo. That 
such may be the case is certainly true, but wh^i a 
question admits, of two solutions, it is not unreacK^ 
able to put that construction on it, that is most 
congenial to a person's views.. But to abandon this 
field, of conjecture, I shall briefly state the few 
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remainiDg occurrences that came under my observ- 
ation in the course of the day. When speaking of the 
beach, I omitted to mention, that, in the Uttle pools of 
water left when the tide ebbed, we found myriads of 
small shrimps, or what are vulgarly called sea-lice ; on 
the beach there were also a great number of shells of 
different kinds, the greatest part of those that I saw 
consisted of the Venus and Mya genera. 

Sunday y 8th. — We came this morning to a 
compact barrier of ice, that extended in an oblique 
direction from the west land, to the soutli-cast land, 
or that which we were on yesterday. We were by 
this means reduced again to two alternatives, viz. 
to wait here * until an opening might happen to take 
place in the ice, that would enable us to proceed on, 
or to return again to the northward, to see if any 
favourable change had taken place there of which we 
might take advantage. As the distance we have to 
go back is not v^ry considerable, it was deemed most 
proper to retrace our course again to the northward^ 
than to remain inactive at this place. Other consi- 
derations might also be mentioned, tending to favour 
this resolution ; in the first place the northern pas- 
sage, if I may so call the opening described on the 
5th instant, appeared to lead directiy to the wettt* 
ward, or in fact it seemed to be a continuation of the 
spacious passage, through which we came from 
Baffin's Bay ; and, in the second place, we have had 
experience enough of the ice to know that extraordi- 
nary changes take place in it, without any apparent 
cause, for we have often seen the most compact 
bodies of it q>emng, without either wind or tide 

* Oar latitude at noon wm 79f ly N. and longitude 90* 29^ W., 
which must have been verj^ neariy the fiurthest that we went in 
this inlet. 
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affecting it in any way that we could perceiyCf 
Under these circumstances, we are not without hcqieir 
that, by the time we have reached the place alluded 
to, some favourable change may have taken place in 
the state of the ice. Although I have thus endear 
voured to shew, that the northern passage appears to 
lead more directly in the way in which we want to 
go, yet I am far from thinking that the inlet whicB 
we are in, does not also communicate with the sea 
seen by Messrs. Hearne and M*Kenzie. Its extent, 
indeed, and the depth of water that we have found 
in it, are too considerable to lead us to suppose that 
it terminates near where we were when stopped by 
the ice ; for at that place, it must have been at least 
from forty to fifty miles broad, and the depth of the 
water, although we were only a few miles frorii the 
land, was from thirty to forty fathoms ; and yesterday, 
when we were more amid channel, we tried for 
soundings with a line of two hundred fathoms up and 
down, and yet we did not strike bottom. 

From these considerations then, in addition to the 
fact mentioned yesterday respecting the tide, il^ I 
think, appears very obvious, that this inlet conunn- 
nicates with the ocean, through another channd 
besides that through which we went. 

Monday, 9th. — We have been working to tike 
northward all day, along the eastern edge of ih^ icKL 
thiat is, between it and the south-east land. In db 
channel we have, during these few dayspast, BteAWtiH 
a number of the common, or black whaleSi 4i|fc fSiir 
(Greenland) masters seem to think that an ]kM 
ment, or factory, situated Here for Ar^ 
killing whales, would be very hkdf tofiU 
lucrative speculation ; for, in ^(Jdition to 
might be collected, a vast quantity of h 
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also be procured ; for we have seen, during the time 
that we have been in this inlet, hundreds of narwhals, 
or sea unicorns, and I understand that their horns are 
very good ivor}\ I have of late spoke so often of 
magnetism, that introducing that subject again, will, I 
have no doubt, appear little better tlian a recapitula- 
tion of what has already been said. I cannot help 
mentioning, however, that we obsened to-day the 
compasses to be so much affected by local attraction, 
that, in w^hatever direction the ship's head happened 
to be placed in, the north point of compass pointed 
towards it. This was more particularly obvious in 
Captain Kater's suspended needle, which, from the 
delicacy of its construction, went round regularly as 
the ship's head moved, when she went about : the 
other compasses, indeed, traversed so badly, that they 
frequently remained almost stationary for some time 
after the ship changed her course; but by being 
tapped a little by the hand they generally traversed 
round, until, as I have already said, their north point 
coincided with the direction of the ship's head. The 
cause of this directive power of the ship on the com- 
passes may easily be accounted for, at least, it appears 
to me to be simply thus : that, as the greatest part of 
the iron in the ship is situated before the binnacles, 
that is, between them and the ship's head, the north 
point of the needle will of course be attracted in that 
direction* . It is unnecessary to obser\'e, from what 
.has been said, that the compasses are now become 
totally useless. An instrument was got up to-day, 
however, that promises to be a very good >ubstitute 
for diem ^whenever the aiin shines ; but when that 
taiWiniyy^ ki , 119' ' wiU be of no man- 

jjilff fif(]i ^udj divided like 
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the mariner's eotnpass-card into thirty-two pmnfai^ 
or rhumbs ; and for the sake of greater accu- 
racy these points are again sub^divided into de- 
grees. In the centre of it there is an index^ 
gnomon, or nave, that revolves on a pivot, so that 
by knowing the time of the day, the course the ship 
is steering is eai^y ascertained by turning this index 
towards the sun ; for it is obvious that when the 
azimuth or bearing of the sun ccnncides with that 
point of the dial that is of the same denomination, 
all the other points of the horizon will correspond 
with the respective points of the same name on the 
dial-plate. For instance, at noon, or when the sun 
is due south, if the point of the dial marked south 
be turned towards the sun, all the other points of it 
will be directed to those of the same name in the 
horizon ; and that which points towards the ship's 
head, if the dial is a midship's, will of coiu-se be the 
direction she is going in at that time. I ought to 
observe at the same time, that the dial should be 
adjusted at least every three quarters of an hom; 
to correspond with the motion of the sun in azimuti^ 
and whenever the ship alters her course it wiU ne. 
cessarily require to be adjusted afresh. From tluise 
different corrections or adjustments being so often 
required, it would seem at first to be rather a troubh^ 
some guide, and, when compared with that iavalcuAle 
instrument, the compass, it certainly is so ; but inidbr 
the present circumstances, it is, as I have 'alreadv- m» 
marked, an useful instrument. The makers^ aedltf 
I mistake not the inventors of this instrument^ me 
Messrs. Atkins and Harris. 

Tuesdat/^ 10th. — The weather has been fbggj 
during the greatest part of the day, so that 4e 
compass-dial above described has been of veiy liMe j 
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use to US ; our course was so bounded however by 
the land on one side, and the ice on the other, that 
a compass was very little required, for it was impos- 
sible for us to go much out of our way. 

The land that we have passed during these two 
days, appeared to be as barren as that on which we 
landed to the southward (on the 7th inst.) ; it dif- 
fered from it however in some respects, being in the 
first place considerably higher, and along the coast 
much more rugged, not unlike the land on the north 
side of the passage. 

Wednesday i Wth. — The weather being foggy the 
greatest part of the day, it was impossible withou 
compasses to know wliich way we were going ; we 
therefore made fast to a floe of ice, and watered the 
ship from the pools on the surface of it. In the course 
of the afternoon several Narwhals were seen about 
the ship J and, as we had nothing particular to do at 
the time, a boat was lowered and sent after them, to 
try to kill one if possible ; in this they succeeded 
without much difficulty, for one was secured by the 
first harpoon, and I have no doubt, had fishing been 
our object, but many more might have been got. 
Notwithstanding his size, we managed to hoist him 
on board without being cut up ; we could not conve- 
niently weigh him ; butl&hould imagine from his bulk, 
when compared with the sea-horse, or Walrus, that 
we killed some time ago, that he would have weighed 
upwards of two tons. The difierent measurements 
taken of him are inserted in the following page: 
I have therefore to add only the few remarks that 
appeared to me worthy of beiqg noticed. * In tlu^ 
first place, then, as the horn is the most | 

o« 
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object about this fish, it may not be improper to 
say a few words respecting it, in addition to the 
dimensions given below. It protruded from the 
left side of the upper snout, in a line paraUel with the 



Dimensions qfihe NaruhaL FciL I^ 

Length of the horn * bejond the head • - 4 9 

Circumference of the horn at its root -> - O Sfm 

Do. at the tip - - .0 9»V 

Length of the body firom'the root of the horn to the 

fork of the tail - - - - 13 5^ 

Estimated circmnference of the thickest part of the body 9 O 
From the root of the horn to the eye - - 1 

From the angle of the mouth to the end of the lip - 6| 

Breadth across the mouth at the broadest part - -09 

Depth of the snout across the mouth - -09 

From the root of the horn to the fore part of the fin - 2 4^ 
Breadth of the fins at the root - - -0 6^ 

Do. at the broadest part - - - 7^ 

Length of the fins - - --IS 

Expansion of the tail - - - S 4 

Depth of do. - - -.-IS 

Circumference of the smallest part of the body ; that is, 

at the place where the tail began to expand - 1 8} 

From anus to the fork of the tail - - .45 

From the fork of the tafl to the teats (two in number) - 4 8 
Do. to penis - - .54 

Do. to nmbiliciis - - -SO 

From the eye to the orifice f of the organ of hearii^ - 5} 
Diameter of the spiracle (irfiich was situated in the 
• crown of the head, and 1 foot 2^ inches from the 

snout) - - - - - 9} 

Thickness of the skin - - - - 0| 

Do. of the blabber, at an arenige - -0 3^ 



. • The end of the faoniwat hgllov in nnwiijiMnn cf a 
broken off. It is prdbdbfe dml at Imft ax inchn cf ii ^mI 

t Itwassosmalltbatitwaitoaietimcbc&rawcAKavcfadit. 
sue sufficient only Co admit a iBMdl pnibt. 

G S 
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body of the fish taken lengthwise; on the opposite 
side of the snout there was not the least appearance 
of a horn, or protuberance of any kind, as is said to 
be frequently observed in these fish : but much greater 
anomalies than this have occasionally been met with, 
for instances are known where the two horns grew 
to the usual size, and, if I am rightly informed, 
many instances have occurred where the horn on the 
right side has protruded through the skin. The 
female of this fish is said never to have any horns, 
and, owing to this circumstance, I have been told that 
it frequently happens at the custom-houses, where 
our whalers give an account of the fish that they 
kill during the season, that all the unicorns they have 
taken are said to be ** she ones,'* in order to evade* 
the duty on the horns. The narwhal has no teeth, nor 
the appearance of any other substance that can an- 
swer as a substitute for them, so that their food, like 
that of the common whale, must be of a very soft 
nature ; their tongue is also like that of the latter 
fish, not at all calculated to assist in mastication, 
being nothing but a mass of soft fat adhering, 
nearly throughout to the under part of the mouth. 
The eyes were small, considering the size of 
the fish; they were deep-seated, but not so far 
in as to be situated in the socket of bone that waa 
underneath them. The form of the eye, or rather 
of the eyelids, was that of a triangle, whose sidesi 
measured about three-fourths of an inch. Tlie 
tail of the narwhal is like the rest of the cetaceous 
order, horizontal, and consists, like that of the com- 
mon whale, of gristly fat, covered with skin, like the 
rest of the body. The fins are also formed of {b« 
Same materials, so that it may be said that these fish 
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differ in every respect from the rest of the finny race, 
except in form, and the element in which they live : 
they have been indeed very properly named by Dr. 
Shaw, the fish-formed mammalia. The skin on the 
back and sides was mottled, of a black and white 
marble colour, and that on the under part of the 
body was nearly all white ; it was very soft, and was 
formed, like that of the black whal^ of vertical fibres, 
somewhat like a transverse section of a piece of wood. 

Immediately under the skin there was a layer of 
blubber, from three to four inches thick, which en- 
veloped the whole body ; this coating was stripped 
ofi* and put into casks, and it is expected when boiled 
to yield from sixty to seventy gallons of oiL The 
muscular part of the body was exceedingly black, 
and so soft as to be torn very easily by the hand. 
The lungs were large and of a light fleshy colour : 
the heart was also of ^ very considerable size, but its 
parietis was not strong in proportion to its bulk 
The liver was of a dark brown, or chocolate colour, 
and very oily. The stomach contained nothing but 
a small quantity of a greenish oily liquid ; and the 
rest of the alimentary canal, although of considerable 
size, had nothing in it at this time but a small quan- 
tity of the same sort of fluid. The kidnies were 
large, and were composed of a congeries of small 
round masses like those of an ox. The urinary blad- 
der was not larger than that of the animal just men- 
tioned i the testes were, however, much larger than 
those of any of our domestic quadrupeds. 

I have now only to observe, that the relative situ^ 
ation of all these viscera, was the same as in teites* 
trial animals of the mammalia kind. 

G 4 
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In concluding the diary, or events of the day, I 
ought to mention that we sounded in the aftemooii, 
whilst fast to the floe, in one hundred and seventy 
fathoms water, soft clay-coloured mud. Our distance 
from the east land at the time was from eight to ten 
miles. 

Thursday^ lQ,th. — We observed to-day that the 
compasses traversed with greater facility than they 
have done for some time past ; Mr. Jennings' insulating 
compass was found to agree within five degrees with 
the plane of the magnetic meridian*, so that we 
may infer, that by going to the northward we recede 
from the magnetic pole. It must not be understood, 
however, from this, that the compasses have improved 
so much as to be of any use yet to navigate, or steer 
the ships by them ; on the contrary, we were obliged 
fo remain fast until six o'clock this morning to the 
floe that the ships were secured to yesterday fore- 
noon, on account of the weather, during that period^' 
being so foggy that it was impossible to know which 
way to steer. The distance that we have gone^ 'in- 
deed, from the place where I spoke of the compasses' 
last, is not sufficient to make any great difference in 
this respect : for our latitude to-day at noon was" 
only 73^ N. and longitude 90° 34' W. We sounded 
this evening, in one hundred and ninety fatbomSi 
water, (soft mud). i 



t \ 
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* As it is possible that this expression may appear e^umMlL' 
it may perhaps be necessary to observe, that by saying; thi|^||||f 
compass agreed within five degrees with the plane of the magnetk: 
meridian, I meant that the north point of the pompass, or rather 
the needle i£self, coincided within five degrees with the platie *rf 
the M. meridian, as determined by an azimuth compais ^m^ 
the ice. 
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. Friday y 13th. — A boat went ashore this forenoon, 
to examine an inliet or creek that appeared in the 
east land, where they found a very good harbour, 
having an island at the entrance of it, that sheltered 
it from the violence of the sea : there was depth 
enough of water in it for a ship of any size, so that 
if this place should ever happen to be frequented by 
shipping, we can assure them of finding at least one 
secure harbour on this coast. It is situated in lati- 
tude 73° 12' N., and longitude 8<X- J-1' W. 

The land here is much higher, and the coast bolder 
than to the southward ; it is composed however of the 
same materials, viz. limestone. We find al.>o, as I 
have frequently obsened before, that the depth of 
the water increases according as the coast becomes 
bolder ; this forenoon when we were only about two 
miles from the shore, we had no less than one hun- 
dred and thirty fathoms water, (soft mud). 
• Since we got into deeper water, I obsened al-o that 
the whales have been seen in greater numbers, and 
as for the narwhals they are seen swimming about at 
all hours of the day in shoals : it would appear from 
what we see that this is their time for cojiulating. 
. Sunday, 15th. — We are still retarded by the ice, 
which extends, as I have mentioned some time ago, 
from the north land to the two inlands that lie 
between it, and the south-west land. The di:»tance 
between these islands and the nearest part of the 
south-east land (off which we are at present) Ls found 
to be considerably less than was expected, when we 
Wjent down the inlet in which we have been for Kome 
days past ; from the result of the different angles 
taken for the purpose of detennining the width of 
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this opening, it is found that the distance between 
the easternmost island, or that first seen, and the 
S. E. land, is only twenty-eight miles, and between 
it and the other island still less, being no more than 
twenty-six miles and a half. 

A boat landed to-day again on the east coast, 
which they found to be more barren, if possible, than 
where we landed on the 7th inst. From the minera- 
logical specimens brought off, it appeared to consist, 
like that to the southward, of limestone, in some 
pieces of which were found fossil shells, flint, and 
agate ; several pieces of madrepore were also brought 
on board. A pile of loose stones was erected on the 
top of a hill, near where the boat landed, under which 
was buried a quart bottle, containing a slip of paper 
intimating our being off this coast on such a date. 
The dip and variation of the magnetic needle was, 
as might naturally be expected from recent observ- 
ations, found to be less here than to the southward ; 
the latter was only 115® W. Whilst the boat was on 
shore, we sounded in one hundred and seventy 
fathoms water (soft mud), being at the time not more 
than two miles and a half, or three miles at most, 
from the land. It is, perhaps, hardly necessary to 
remark, that the soundings and the formation of the 
coast corresponded, as I have always observed to 
be the case before, in the latter being bold, and in 
some places precipitous. 

Monday^ 16/A. — Whilst we were sounding thiar 
aflemoon, a boat was made fast to the deep-sea-line» 
in order to try the force and direction of a tide * or 
current that seemed to exist ; the result of the trial 
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covered between it and the land, which we enteresd,. 
as might be expected, with great pleasure ; but t& 
wind having become very light after we got close ih 
with the land, we made but little progress j we have 
the satisfaction, however, of finding, that there is aa 
open channel along the coast as far as we can see to 
the westward. We got in the afternoon abreast of 
a deep bay in the north land, where we sounded in 
one hundred and thirty-two fathoms water, (soft 
mud). 

Sunday, 22rf. ^— The weather was calm the greatest 
part of yesterday, so that nothing was done worthy^ 
of being mentioned. A light breeze sprung up, 
however, this forenoon, which enabled us to get- 
on a little way. The part of the coast that we passed 
to-day was very much intersected with bays and 
inlets, some of which were of considerable extent 
The appearance of the land itself was somewhat 
similar to the same line of coast to the eastward, only 
it was more broken, and consequently it presented a 
greater variety of shapes. In some parts of it there: 
were perpendicular clifis of very great height, but 
still retaining, like the other parts of this coast al- 
ready described, a stratified appearance. 

As the ships were niaking but little progress, .on 
account of the lightness of the wind, a couple' of 
boats were sent ashore in the afternoon to a sort of 
headland off which the ships happened to be at the 
time ; but a breeze of wind having sprung up shortly 
after we landed, our stay on shore was but very shortr 
A few observations were made, however, by which 
it was determined that the variation of the compass 
was ISO"" W. ; the longitude of the place, by sights 
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however, of the delay occasioned by it, foralthou^ 
it has indeed prevented us from making a strai^it 
course to the westward, it is not so compact as to 
obstruct us entirely, or indeed to prevent us from 
making very considerable progress through the lanes 
or channels that intersect it. But before I enter any 
farther into a detail of the occurrences of this day, 
I must observe, that we are in the southernmost of 
the two passages mentioned yesterday afternoon ; 
the land between them, indeed, appears to be only 
an inland, for we found after getting round the S. E. 
end of it, that it trended away to the northward and 
westward. On the east end of this island, if I may 
venture to call it so, there are two remarkable hills, 
resembling at a distance two boats, bottom up: from 
this circumstance, the headland on which they 
are situated, obtained the name of Boat Cape. 
Three or four leagues to the westward of this island, 
there is another smaller island, which differs from 
the former in its general features ; in the first place 
it is lower, and in the next .place its surface is more 
regular, and its coast is not bounded by rocks, like 
that on which we landedyesterday ; in this last respect, 
indeed, both these islands differ from the north land^ 
for neither of them, as far as we have yet seen, have 
what is usually termed, a bold coast. The whole of 
the space between these two islands is full of ice, 
the most part of which appeared to be one floe, 
whose surface differed from what we have generally 
seen before, for it was full of round hummocks, that 
rose between two and three feet above the surface 
of the floe : it was remarked also, that this ice was 
much heavier than any we have seen before' this 



TO THE ARCTIC REGION^;. 97 

season, being estimated to be at an average between 
eight and nine feet thick. It was observed to- 
day, that, as we came to the southward and west- 
ward, the compasses became more sluggish again in 
their motion, so that it may be presumed we are 
again approaching the magnetic Pole. 

Tuesday^ 24fth. — I omitted to menticHi, that when 
we were abreast of the two islands described yester- 
day, that there was a long piece of land to the south- 
ward of us, which ran in a direction nearly oast and 
west. The distance between tliis land and tiie 
islands above-mentioned, is, as near as we could es- 
timate, about thirty miles. We never came close 
enough tp it to be able to say any tiling respecting 
it, any farther than that it resembled the land on 
the west side of the inlet that runs to the southward 
in the ninetieth degree of west longitude, which has 
already been described ; and, from the trending of 
the north side of that land, as far as wc saw it, it is 
probable that what we saw yesterday is a continu- 
ation of it ; but as this is a matter of verv iittle con- 

m 

sequence to us, it is quite unnecessary' to say any 
niore on the subject. 

To commence then with an account of the occ jr- 
rences of the day, I have to obser\e that we ha\e 
had another fine run to the westward ; for we were 
at noon in longitude 98** W., and we have •:;er. 
prospect of getting on, indeed, more >o, if prr--i:,. , 
than we ever had before; for, with the except. '>:. .: 
some streams of ice to the southward aiid ^'r-rv.*,-: 
of us, there is an open sea, asfara« our \.>^ *;iVir;*.a*. 
In addition to that, another ciri-jni**-*.'.^^ 'yy:;v;;'y: 
to-day, from which, I think, a f'a%ouraJUi^ umm^uj^m^'j 

H 
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may be drawn. The circumstance in question is, 
that we have had a fresh and steady breeze all day 
from the northward, a thing that has not happened 
before to the same extent since we entered these 
Straits, if the passage that we have come through 
may be so denominated ; for the wind, whenever it 
blew steadily for any length of time, has always 
beeil from the eastward or westward, or, in other 
words, in the direction of the passage ; and, as far 
as my own experience goes, and, indeed, by what I 
can learn from others, it appears to be almost a ge- 
neral rule, in straits, or narrow channels, for the 
wind to blow either out or into them, particularly 
when it blows fresh, as was the case to-day. It may 
be presumed then, upon these grounds, that we have 
now got an extensive sea to the northward of us. 
We passed three or four low islands to-day again ; 
but BS it would be somewhat difficult, and at the 
same time of little importance to give their relative 
situations, with respect to one another, I shall 
merely observe, that their features are entirely of a 
different cast from the land to the eastward, th^ir 
surface being smooth, low, and apparentiy sandy; 
the depth of the water coiresponds also with the na- 
ture of the land, for we sounded at one time in 
thirty-four fathoms, and the greatest depth of water 
we sounded in was seventy-eight fathoms. 

Wednesday J 25th. — -The wind being from the 
westward to-day, we have not been able to make 
much progress. The islands mentioned yesterday 
were ra sij^'t all day/ and a range of hi^er hnd, 
apparietirtly islairds also, were seen to the northward. 
The ^' stilt d^iitmdkio'be 'slial^ 

18 



TQ THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 99 

had it, for we sounded several times to-day in from 
thirty to forty fathoms water, when at least seven or 
eight miles from the land. 

Thursday^ 26th. — The wind still continues to blow 
from the northward and westward, so that all the 
ground we have gained for these two days has been 
by beating to windward between the land and the 
ice, which we find extends in a compact body to the 
westward, at the distance of between four and five 
leagues from the islands to the northward. In some 
places indeed this channel of clear water is much 
narrower, but the ice does not in any place, as far 
as we have yet seen, join the land, and I think it is 
probable that as long as we find land to the north* 
ward to stop the polar ice from drifting down upon 
us, that we shall always find a passage to the west- 
ward along the land. I do not mean, however, to 
say that a passage will without any interruption be 
constantly found to exist between itie land and the 
ice ; on the contrary, I am aware that a southerly 
wind may give us occasional checks, by forcing the ice 
in with the coast, but immediately the wind changes 
to the opposite direction it will necessarily have the 
contrary efiect. This is not indeed a matter of spe- 
culation, nor do I intend it to be considered as such, 
for both this and last year's experience have affi>rded 
us so many instances of the truth of what I have 
said, that I have no hesitation in giving it as my 
opinion that the vicinity of land tp the northward 
will always be in our favour. My object in being so 
particular on this point is, because there are som^ 
amongst us quite of a different opinion. 

Friday^ ^th. — We had a slant of wind m our 
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favour to-day, which enabled us to make coiiliider- 
able progress, for we were at noon in longitude 
102° SO' W., latitude 75° 03' N. ; atid, as far as present 
appearances go, we have every reason to suppose 
that, if the wind continues, we shall add a few 
more degrees to the number before this time to- 
morrow. No land has been seen to the southward 
for these three days past, but the ice extends in that 
direction as far as we can see, and is about the same 
distance from the islands to the northward as I men- 
tioned yesterday. I ought to observe, that as we 
came along, more islands have been seen to the 
northward ; thev are of the same character as those 
I described four days ago, that is, low near the coast 
and rising gradually towards their centre. 
- Saturday^ Q8th. — A boat was sent this forenoon 
to an island to make observations for determining the 
variation of the compass, which, somewhat to our 
surprise, was found to have changed from west to 
east, or, in other words, it exceeded 180'', if the 
usual term of westerly variation was to be continued. 
In consequence of the sluggish manner in whi6h 
the compasses traversed, and the observations being 
made very near noon, when the sun moved slow in 
azimuth, the result of these observations were, as 
might be expected, rather wide of one another, for 
the first set of azimuths I took gave the variation 
167"" E. ; the next set 168^ E. ; and the third aiid 
last set 169° E.. : the magnetic dip, or vertical incli- 
nation of the dipping-needle at this place, was 
88° 27". * The place where these observations were 

* For the magnetic dips given in different parts of this journal, 
I am indebted to Mr. Gri^ths (of the Griper), who hasbeen good 
enough to furnish me with^ese observations. 
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made we found to be in latitude yS"" 9' N., and longi* 
tude, by chronometer, 103° iC W. The tide was 
flowing when we landed, and, during the four hours 
we were on shore, it only rose sixteen inches ; the 
flood came from the northward and westward. This 
island was, as near as I could judge, about ten miles 
in length, that is, if it is taken for granted that its 
greatest diameter is from north to south or in the 
direction that we viewed it ; but it is possible that I 
may be premature in thus attempting to give its 
dimensions before we have seen all round it, for it 
may extend to the westward farther than we have 
any idea of yet. It resembled exactly, as to appear- 
ance, the islands that we have been passing for seve- 
ral days past, that is, low near the coast, and TViinff 
gradually towards the interior. Tlie sea^coast, and 
a considerable part of the surface of it, indeed, as 
far as we went inland, was composed of fine sand • 
and the Qxed rocks, wherever they were seen abme 
the surface, was found to consist of white sandstone 
of a very soft and fine texture ; and I have no doubt 
but the islands that we have passed btely are com- 
posed of the same kind of stone, for e\'er since ve 
got amongst them the soundings have been found to 
consist of fine sand; whilstthat brought up by the lead, 
when we were passing the high land to the eastward, 
consisted of soft mud that effervesced when touched 
with acid. The vegetation on this isbnd was, wiien 
compared with what we have lately seen, rather 
luxuriant; moss in particular grew in considerable 
abundance in the moist valleys, and along the banks 
of the streams that flowed from the hills. These 
streams were, indeed, at this time almost dried^ ujk 
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their source, viz. the snow, being entirely dissolved } 
along the beach, however, there were numerous frag- 
ments of heavy floe-ice aground, and in one place 
there was an extensive ledge of it firmly attached 
to the beach, with its surface covered with sand, 
in such a manner, that a cursory observer might take 
it to be a part of the land. 

We saw no animals of any kind on this island ; but 
We found evident proofs of its having been frequented, 
not only by different species of the brute creation, 
but that it had also, at some period or other, been 
inhabited by man ; for, at the distance of about a 
quarter of a mile from the shore, we found the ruins 
of six huts close together on the side of a hill. Prom 
the dilapidated state of these ruins, it was impossible 
to draw any certain conclusions as to what time they 
had been inhabited, but it must have certainly been a 
long time ago, for nothing remained of them but the 
stones that marked their size and site ; and, from 
the small number of stones that the ruins were com- 
posed of, it is probable that they were only temporary 
residences. They had been all nearly about the sanle 
«ize, that is, about twelve feet long and from eight 
to ten feet broad, besides a space about three feet 
square formed by four flags set up on their edge, at 
the end of each hut. I understand from those thstt 
have been often amongst the Esquimaux huite iii 
Greenland, that they have always a small apartment 
of this sort at one end of their hut, in which they 
keep all their provisions j so that we may infer froin 
this circumstance that the ruins we have seen to-day 
belonged to a small tribe or party of Esquimaux that 
w:ere here probably on a summer excursion. Those in- 
clined to give these ruins greater antiquity, may consider 
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them as one of the resting-places of the Esquimaux 
in their emigration from Asia to Greenland ; for, ao 
cording to the tradition of the Greenlanders them- 
selves, their forefathers came originally from the 
westward. But be this as it maj, il does not at all 
appear to me that the ruins- we have seen. to-day are 
likely to be one of the stations occupied at that re- 
mote period, more especially as a more probable 
way of accounting for them may be assigned to a 
party of Esquimaux having visited these islands 
during some of their excursions from the coast of 
America ; for we know, from Heame's Account, that 
that continent is inhabited by these people nearly (^ 
posite to where we are. 

Although we are left in doubt as to what time this 
island was visited by man, we have very unequivocal 
proofs of its being recently . inhabited by difierent 
animals, for we found numerous tracks of what we 
supposed to be reindeer> some of them apparently 
very lately made ; and several of their homs^ and 
small portions of their hair, were found in diffi»rent 
places where they had been lying. We had an 
equally good proof of this place being frequented by 
Musk-oxen (^Bos Moschatus^ Lin.), for we found 
the skeleton of one in a perfect state, except that 
the bones of the legs were separated from the rest, 
most probably by some carnivorous animal. The 
skull and horns were perfectly entire ; but from the 
appearance ef tiie homs^ and indeed of the bones in 
general, they must have been exposed to the wea^ 
ther at least one winter. Whether the cloven tracka 
we saw were chiefly those of the musk-oxen, or 
reindeer, it is impossible to say ; but if we were if 
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judge from the number of deer's horns we saw, we 
should he inclined to consider them as being princi- 
pally those of the latter animal. It would appear 
that bears also frequent this land occasionally ; for 
we found two or three of their skulls, and their 
tracks were pretty numerous along the beach. On 
the sand-hillocks along the shore, there were immense 
numbers of small sea-shells of the Venus kind, 
which had unquestionably been carried thereby some 
animals, for they were considerably beyond the tide- 
mark. 

From all these circumstances, then, it is very 
evident that this island is frequented occasionally by 
different kinds of animals, although we had not the 
good fortune of seeing any of them, which indeed 
is not to be much surprised at, for the weather be- 
came hazy very soon after we landed, and continued 
so during the whole time we were on shore, so that 
it would be more a matter of chance than any thing 
else if we saw any animal. 

On the top oT a hill, or rather a rising piece of 
ground, about two miles from where we landed, a- 
pile of loose stones was erected, close by which a 
quart bottle was left, containing a slip of paper men- 
tioning as usual the ship's name, and our being off 
this coast on such a day, &c. Whilst the boat was 
ashore they sounded on board in forty fathoms (mud) j 
and, by making a boat fast to the deep sea-line 'at 
the time they were sounding, it was found that a 
current or tide set to the southward (true) at the 
rate of half a mile per hour. 

Monday J 30th. — The weather being foggy • Ijie 
whole of yesterday, and during the greatest part <tf 
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this day, it was impossible to know wliich way to 
steer amongst the ice, which, during these two days, 
has, as far as we could see, surrounded us in every 
direction. Our chief occupation, therefore, during 
this period, was sounding ; and by means of a small 
net, and a dredge that were occasionally fastened to 
the deep-sea-line, a great variety of small shells and 
star-fish were brought up from the bottom. About 
five o'clock this afternoon, however, we found em- 
ployment more congenial to our wishes, for the 
weather having at that time cleared up, wc cast oft' 
from a floe to which we had been fast, and made sail 
to the westward, round the south end of the island 
on which we landed two days ago. 

Tuesday 9 31st. — We made fast to a floe of ice again 
last night and remained there until nine o'clock this 
forenoon, when we cast off and made sail as near as 
we could judge to the westward. I have said as near 
as we could judge, for it was impossible to say with 
certainty which way we went, for the weather was 
so hazy the whole day that the sun was never seen 
distinctly ; but we were able, for most part of the 
time, to distinguish the direction he was in from the 
brightness of that part of the heavens, and directed 
our course by it accordingly, for the compasses have 
for some days past been again quite useless, their 
north point being invariably directed towards the 
ship's head in whatever direction it may happen to bo 
in. At night, then, when the sun went down (for he 
sets now for a short time) and left us as it were without 
any means of knowing our way, necessity suggested 
a plan to steer by, which deserves to be remembered^ 
inasmuch as it is one of the best proQ& of the U 
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of the old proverb, " that necessity is the! toother of 
invention," and at the same time shews under 
what circumstances we were occasionally obliged to 
prosecute our voyage. The instance in question, 
then, that occurred as the only means left for us to 
direct our course by, was to keep the Griper right 
astern of us ; which was her position wheti we shaped 
our course by the last faint view we had of the sun. 
We sounded frequently during the night, and itideed 
throughout the whole day, as a necessary, precaution 
under the circumstances we were placed in. The 
greatest depth of water we found during the whole 
day was fifty-two fathoms, and the least twenty-three 
fathoms (mud and sand). We had ice around us in 
every direction the whole day, but we never found 
it so close at any time as to obstruct our pasHsnge ; 
and, had it not been for the state of the weather, it 
is probable that we should have found openings cl$ar 
of it altogether. We had, in the course of the day, a 
very good view of the manner in which the floe-ice 
is formed ; for the surface of the water being smooth, 
the snow that fell upon it formed what is called 
sludge, which, no doubt, had the weather been a few 
degrees colder, would have become ice. In those 
places where there was a considerable portion of open 
space between the larger pieces of ice, the undul- 
ations of the surface of the water gave this sludge a 
curious variegated appearance, not unlike the painted 
imitations of blue and white marble, the sludge form* 
ing the white, and the surface of the water the blue 
part of it. 

Ever since we got amongst these low islands, it 
has been remarked that very few birds, or indeed 
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animals of any kind, have been seen; A 
few Mallemucks and Seals, I believe, would 
comprise the whole list. 

Wecbiesdat/j September 15/.— -When the 
weather cleared up this morning. We found 
ourselves within three or four miles of 
what appeared to be another flat island, 
apparently of greater extent than any of 
those we have passed to the eastward. 
The eastern extreme of it bore at this 
time N. by W. (true), and the western ex- 
treme due' W. (true). We happened to be 
sounding at the time it was seen, and, 
notwithstanding the nature of the land, 
we found ourselves in forty-five fathoms' 
water,' soft mud. 
I li We have been running along this land 
ic^ / (for it is presuming too much to call it an 
f^ / island), the whole day, and we find that 
^ ij it presents, as far as we have yet seen, the 
^ / same appearance as that part of it that we 
first saw in the morning; that is, low near 
the coast, and rising gradually towards 
the interior, but the height of any part of 
it we have yet seen is very inconsiderable. 
Its surface is, generally speaking, even, 
and is, I may almost say, entirely clear 
of snow, for I saw only one or two small 
patches of it the whole day ; the sea to 
the southward, however, is covered with 
ice as far as we can see, and along the 
shore there are pieces of it aground all 
the way that we have come to-day, but the 
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channel between the land and the ice is suflSciently 
wide for our purpose, being at an average from two 
to three leagues in breadth, and the least depth of 
water that we sounded in to-day was seventeen 
fathoms, and it was supposed that we were on a bank, 
for we were at the time about five miles from the 
land. I believe that 1 have omitted to mention that 
no land has been seen to the southward since the 
24th of last month, all the islands that we have 
passed since, being to the northward of us. 

The same paucity of animals, as I observed yes- 
terday, still exists ; a solitary Phalarope was the only 
bird seen to-day, and one or two seals were all that 
we saw of the watery inhabitants. 

Thursday y 2rf. — r The wind having died away 
about noon, two boats were sent ash^ore to make ob- 

• 

servatibns, and to afford a party of the officers an 
opportunity of having an excursion on the land that 
we have been coasting along during these two days. 
We found it to be inhabited, like the island that we 
landed on, on Saturday last, with musk-oxen and 
reindeer : of the latter we saw a couple, but they 
were so frightened by the sight of a dog that we had 
with us, that we could not get near them. 

From the immense number of cloven tracks, and 
the great number of deer and musk-oxen's horns 
that we met with, it is very clear that this land must 
be well stocked with these animals ; a great part in- 
deed of the body and skin of one of the latter animals 
was found in such a perfect state, that there was no 
doubt of its having been killed this summer. The 
hair was exceedingly long, and as fine as any wool ; 
its prevailing colour was black, mixed with a little 
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wliite hairt>f the finest texture, and shorter than the 
other. Several of the skulls and tracks of. bears 
were also found here, so that we may presume that 
they are likewise inhabitants of this land ; and on 
the top of many of the dry hillocks that we passed, 
we found numerous burrow^, some about the size of 
rabbit holes, and others much smaller ; the former 
Nve supposed to be fox-holes, and the latter of field- 
mice. That mice are inhabitants of this land is 
beyond a doubt, for we saw a great many of their 
skeletons lying about the holes above mentioned. 
Of the feathered tribe I believe only one species 
was seen, namely, the Ptarmigan, and of these seve- 
ral were shot by some of the ofiicers of the Griper j 
but whilst we were ashore, several large flocks of 
snow-buntings passed the ships, a flock of geese, 
and another of ducks, were also seen coming off 
from the land, most probably commencing their mi- 
gration to a milder climate. 

Along the beach, there were an immense number of 
small shrimps, and various kinds of shells, the latter 
indeed we found abundantly scattered about every 
where as far inland as we went, being, no doubt, as I 
have already observed, carried there by birds, or 
some quadruped that feeds on the animals they con- 
tain. The soil of this land is much superior to any 
that we have yet seen in these regions ; along the 
shore indeed, and for a little distance inland, it con- 
sists only of fine sand, but, beyond this, the surface 
is covered with black mould, which, in a temperate 
climate, I have no doubt would be very productive, 
for even here, in the valleys and places where ther^ 
was' any moisture, it produced grass of considerable 
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lengthy and the finest moM in abundance. At thii 
time, however, the «oil was so much dried up, that 
the greatest part of the vegetation was in a state of 
decay. 

My description of this land to the eastward, ren- 
ders it unnecessary to say any more about it, for the 
formation of it where we landed to-day, agrees 
exactly with that described yesterday. Of its mi- 
nerals, little, or, I may say, nothing, can be said, for 
rocks, or even loose stones, of any size, were rarely 
to be seen. On the tops of the hills and places where 
nothing grew, the surface was covered with small 
pieces of a greenish friable stone, that crumbled 
easily by the pressure of the hand. A few small 
pieces of quartz, day, slate, and limestone, were also 
occasionally met with ; but, as I have already said, 
not in sufficient abundance to be considered as 
forming a constituent part of the country. 

Several sets of azimuths were taken on shore, but 
we found that their results taken separately differed 
in the same manner as those taken at the. last 
place where we landed ; collectively, their mean re- 
sult gave the variation 149^ easterly. The dip, 
or vertical inclination of the magnetic needle^ was 
found to be greater at this place, than at any 
other, where it has been tried before, being 88^ 45^ 
The latitude of the place where these observatiiMs 
were made, was 74*^ 58' N. and longitude by chro- 
nometer 107*" W. We had much pleasure to^y 
again^ in finding that the flood-tide comes from the 
westward ; it was ebbing when we landed, and it was 
found that'du^ng the five hours we were on shore^ it 
only fell about four feet, so that we may conclude 
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that the rise and £all of the tides at this place are very 
inconsiderable. If we were to judge, however, of 
their rise and fall from another circumstance that was 
observed, we should be apt to draw a very different 
conclusion : the circumstance I allude to, is the ske- 
leton of a whale, and some pieces of fir-wood, that 
were found at the distance of between two and three 
hundred yards from the beach, and which were sup- 
posed to have been washed up there by tlie sea. That 
the wood had been carried hither by the sea, is I think 
beyond a doubt* ; and as to the bones of the whale, 
it is very obvious from whence they came. The only 
wav then in which I can reconcile this fact, with the 
rise and fall of the tide, is by supposing that, in the 
spring, when the ice breaks up, pieces of it may be 
driven up considerably beyond the tide-mark, by the 
violent shock, or pressure of one floe being driven 
upon another by the wind, &c., consequently, what- 
ever happens to be lying on the beach will, of course, 
be forced inland by the ice. That floes do force 
smaller pieces of ice on shore in this manner, when 
they happen to come with velocity against the land, 
is a fact that I have no hesitation in affirming to be 
true, from the many instances that I have seen of ice 
aground where we knew it could not have been floated 
by the tide. I am not disposed, however, to assert 
that this is the way in which the bones and pieces of 
wood in question, were carried to the place where they 
were found ; I have only suggested that they might 
possibly be driven there by the above means. 

* The pieces of wpod in question bore indeed evident mirks 
of their having been brought here by the sea, for they were 
bruised into thin lamintti; and fibres, by the pressure of the ice. 
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Friday^ 3d. —We were coasting along the land 
again to-day, but the wind being very light we made 
but little progress ; our longitude in the afternoon by 
chronometer was only 108°. We have the satisfaction 
however of finding that want of wind is our only ob- 
stacle, for the sea is quite clear along the land. 

Saturday y 4<tk. — At seven o'clock this afternoon, 
we accomplished the first portion of the discovery of 
the north-west passage, deemed by the British go- 
vernment worthy of reward ! for at that hour we 
crossed the meridian of 1 10° of longitude, west of 
Greenwich. The exact time of our crossing it was 
well ascertained, for we had good sights for the chro- 
nometers at six o'clock P.M., the mean of which gave 
longitude 109° 50' W., and the patent log shewed 
when the other ten miles had been accomplished. 
The only land in sight at this time was that on which 
we landed two days ago, and it is somewhat remark- 
able, that, at this very place, there should be a bold 
cape, which is indeed the first and only high land 
that we have seen since we made this coast. The 
ridge of high land, or mountains, that tenninated in 
this promontory, extended inland as far as we could 
see. A little to the westward of the above cape, a low 
projecting point of land juts out to the southward, so 
as to form between them a sort of open bay. The 
land to the westw:ird of this assumes again its usual 
form, namely, low, smooth, or even surfaced, and 
rising gradually from the coast towards the interior. 
The sea to the southward is still covered with ice, 
but there is as usual an open channel between it and 
the land, as far as we can see to the westward, so that 
nothing appears to be wanting but a brisk breeze of 
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wind to enable us to get on. I observed this after- 
noon a notable instance of the restless, or ambitious 
disposition of the human mind, for I remarked, that 
for some time past, mostly every person expressed it 
as the consummation of their wishes, if we could 
only reach the longitude of 110** W. this season ; but 
no sooner was this completed, than it was begun to 
be computed, what time it would take us to reach the 
longitude of 130^ W., or the second place specified 
by the late Order in Council respecting the north- 
west passage ; and some are even so sanguine as to 
consider it very probable, that we shall get that far 
before the winter sets in. It is not my intention to 
make any animadversions on the subject, nor did I 
indeed mention the above circumstance with any 
other view, than merely, as I have said, to show that, 
when man is possessed of any object that he may have 
been in pursuit of, so far from being satisfied there. 
w*ith, he immediately sees another object, the pos- 
session of which would, in his opinion, add more to his 
happiness than that which he has obtained. In the 
instance in question, however, I think our ambition 
is a \ ery laudable one ; and however improbable its 
accomplishment may appear, we certainly ought to 
live in hopes. 

Sunday^ 5th. — I omitted to mention in my 
diary of yesterday's occurrences, that we passed, 
early in the mcMning, a part of the coast where 
there was an opening in the land which some were 
disposed to consider as an inlet, or division be- 
tween the part of the land that we are abreast of 
at present, and that on which we landed on the 2d 
instant, or, in other words, that they are two dis- 
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tinct islands. I am inclined, however, to think, that 
this is not the case, for in the first place we passed 
tiie opening in question at night, so that it was im- 
possible to say, with any degree of certainty, how far 
it extended ; and, from the great length of this land, 
it is but natural to suppose that it has considerable 
breadth also, and that the opening above mentioned 
i3 only a deep bay or inlet that runs into it. After 
prayers to-day, all hands we called on deck, when 
Mr. Parry told the ship's company, in an official man- 
lier, that we had last night passed the . meridian of 
110'' west of Greenwich, and by that mjeans became 
entitled to the reward of 5000/. promised by parlia- 
ment to the first ship that reached that longitude be- 
yond the Arctic circle. He took also this opportu- 
nity of informing them, how highly satisfied he was 
vrith their past conduct, and that he had no doubt» by 
their continuing the same zeal and perseverance they 
have hitherto shown, but that we shall ultimately 
accomplish the object of the expedition, and by that 
means become entitled, not only to the whole of the 
pecuniary reward, but to the much more laating 
hoaour of being the first discoverers of the north- 
yest passage; an honour, indeed, which our most 
illustrious navigators for centuries back sought for in 
vain. , The enthusiasm excited by this short, butpa^ 
thetic speech, was truly astonishing, for the ardour 
that it inspired might be seen in every countenance ; 
and I have no doubt whenever an opportunity 
occurs of showing the icppression it made, its good 
effects wiU be very evident j but, to do every officer 
and man on the expedition justice, I firmly believe 
they require no stimulus to urge them to their duty. 
In the afternoon we came to a low projecting point 
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of land, from which a ledge of compact ice extended 
to the southward until it joined the main body of it 
As it would be in vain to attempt to pass through 
this barrier, we prepared to anchor, and at three 
o'clock P. M. we came to with the wnaH bower, 
in eight and a half fistthoms' water, at the distance of 
about three quarters of a mile from the shore. I 
think it may be considered a remarkable instance in 
our voyage, that the first anchor we let go since we 
left England was in the 110^ of west longitude.^ 

Mimdayy 6tk. — A boat went on shore last eren- 
ing afVer we anchored with two or three of the of- 
ficers, who, as usual, erected a pile of loose stones 
in a conspicuous place ; dose by whidi they buried 
a quart bottle containiiig a slip of paper^ oa wlndb 
was writteir the ships' names» nd the rest c€ At in* 
fbraurtion usually given on these memoridbu Wr 
landed again this fbrenoon at the saune pboe^fiir tbe 
double purpose of making obs cfrati east, 
ing on board a quantity of torC wUdi 
by some of those who went ashore last tv t ma f to 
be found here in considenble aboDdaiiee» and <af a 
quality that promised tkrt; it would be finad mefid 
as an article of fbeL That wfasch was broufht ob 
board, however, dees not jp p cji ' to annner iht &- 
vourable report made of it ; but ftom wlmt I 
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learn, those who went for it, had not the good for- 
tune of falling in with the spot where the best kind 
of it was seen yesterday. Another article of fuel 
was found to-day, however, which, if we should have 
the good luck of finding in a considerable quantity, 
will be of the most essential benefit to us. The 
article I allude to is coal, several small pieces of 
which was found by different persons scattered about 
on the surface of the ground ; but not in sufficient 
quantity to be of any other use than as specimens of 
miqeralogy. ^1 the pieces of it that I saw were of 
a slatey texture, light, and burnt quickly with a clear 
white flame, .and its colour had something of a 
brownish tinge. The basis of this part of the cofist 
is composed of white sandstone, and the greatest part, 
of the surface of the little peninsula* on which we 
landed, was also x^overed with loose fragments of the 
same material. The vegetable productions at this 
place were less abundant than where we landed on . 
the 2d instant to the eastward, but our stay on shore: 
was so short, that we saw but little of the country; 
but, if we were to judge from the general appearance 
of the land, we should suppose it to be equally as, 
productive as any other part that we have yet seeU; 
of this coast. No quadruped of any kind was seen, , 
but, we found traces of the place being frequented; 
by rein-deer, and musk-oxen, for besides their tracks 
being very numerous, several of their horns and bones 
were found scattered about. Of the feathered tribe . 

* This peninsula was fonn<&d by a sort of open bay on (me 
side, and a little inlet or harbour on the other ; one of the boats 
sounded jthe mouth of this harbour, and found the greatest depth 
of waler to be only fourteen feet. 
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a considerable number were seen, particularly ducks, 
which were observed in small flocks along the shore, 
but they were so shy that we could not get within 
gun-shot of them ; several glaucous gulls, and tern 
were also seen, and they seemed likewise to keep at 
a greater distance than usual. A solitary seal, I be- 
lieve, was the only inhabitant of the sea seen to-day. 
Tuesday t ^th. — We weighed between four and 
five o'clock yesterday afternoon, but we had not 
been above four hours under sail when we were 
obliged to make fast to a floe, the ice being so 
close in with the land that it was impossible to force 
through it. We remained in this place until two 
o'clock this afternoon, at which time the ice being 
observed to slacken, we cast ofi^ from the floe and 
made sail ; but we had not got on above a few miles, 
when we found ourselves stopped again by the ice. 
Our only alternative was, therefore, to secure the ships 
again to a floe close in with the land, to prevent our 
drifting to the eastward,for we found the ice, at a 
little distance from the coast, to be moving in that 
direction with considerable velocity : most probably 
bythe action of the tide. As we were coasting along 
this afternoon^ two herds of musk-oxen were seen 
grazing at the distance of about three-quarters of a 
mile from the beach. One herd consisted of* nine, 
and the other of five of these cattle. Our distance 
from them was too considerable to enable us to have 
any thing of a good view of them. I shall, therefore, 
merely observe, that their prevailing colour was 
black, and as far as we could judge, their size was 
about equal to that of a Shetland cow. We had also 
a distant view of two rein-deer this afternoon, so that 

I 3 
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I am in hopes that we shall be able^ before long, tir 
give a better account of some of them, than the bare 
statement of a distant sight. 

Wednesday^ 8th. — The ice still forms a compact 
body to the weitward, so that it would be vain to 
attempt to force through it. We found that, during the 
flood-tide, it drifts, as I mentioned yesterday, to the 
eastward : we, therefore, in the afternoon, cast off 
from the floe to which we had been fast, and towed 
the ships to a hummock of ice that was aground in 
twelve fathoms' water, at about a quarter of a oiile 
from the shore, where they were secured, to prevent 
their jbeing carried to the eastward along with the 
drifting ice. A party of the oflicers that went on 
shore to^ay killed i^everal grous, and a white bare 
(Leptis Variabilis, Lin.) : a fox, some field-mice, se- 
veral snow-buntings, were seen, and a large white 
bird, supposed to be an owl, probably the snowy 
owl of Fennaiit and Letham, (Striae NycteOf lim) 
jp'our musk-oxen were also seen to-day before the 
boats landed, but those who went on shore had not th^ 
good fortune of falling in, or even seeing them after 
they landed. Several pieces of coal were picked up 
again to-day, and it was found that the same soii 
mineral, and vegetable productions, prevail here 9» at 
the last place we landed. 

Friday, 10/A.— r-The wind being these two days 
past chiefly from the southward and westward, has 
consequently kept the ice closely packed in with tl^ 
land, so that we are still obliged to remain in the 
same place that we have come to on Wednesday laat. 
As nothing particular has been doing during tkis 
period, parties have been away far most part of the 
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time shooting.* Their success hitfaeitOy hoverer, 
has not been very considerable, for two or three hares 
and a few grous are all that have been IdDed. All 
the hares are perfectly white, and of a large size ; 
one of the first of them that was killed weighed eight 
pounds, which, I believe, is aboot the average weight 
of all of them that we have seen since. The plumage 
of a few of the grous are also entirely white, but 
generally the backs and coverts of the wings are 
speckled with rusty yellow and dark spots, but the 
colour of the under part of the body of all of them 
is white. They are rather larger than the common 
partridge, but not quite so heavy as the red grous, 
or Tetrao Scoticus of Letham. A musk-ox was seen 
by some of the men who were on shore yesterday, 
one of whom fired at him, and, according to his own 
account, wounded him, but not mortally, for, after 
spurring or tossing up the ground for a littfe time, 
he took to the hills with greater speed than an animal 
of his shape was supposed capable of going. Al« 
though we have not yet seen many of these animals, 
it is very evident that this land must be frequented, 
if not constantiy inhabited, by them in great num- 
bers : for their bones and horns are found scattered 
about in all directions, and the greatest part of the 
carcase of one of them was seen to-day by one of the 

* A party went also to gather coals yesterday, and although it 
may be said that they were pretty socceisful when the quantity 
they effected is compared with what we hare usually seen of it 
yet I am not inclined to believe that we shall replenish our stock 
of fuel much in this country, unless we have the good fortune of 
discovering a bed of coal, for, after some hours' search in the 
place where it q>peared to be most abundant, they only brourfit 
on board about half a bushel. 

I4 
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parties that were on shore. Theskulls of two carni- 
vorous animals have also been picked up here ; one of 
them is evidently that of a wolf, and the other, which 
is considerably smaller *, appears to be the skull of 
some animal of the feline tribe, most probably the 
amorock of the Greenlander, which is supposed to 
be an animal of the lynx species. For the descrip- 
tion that John Sackhouse (the Greenlander that ac- 
companied us last year) gave of it, appeared to make 
. it an animal of this kind, for, if I am well informed, 
he described it as being very clear-sighted, and that 
. it bounced with great rapidity on its prey. Notwith- 
standing the tide has such influence in driving the ice 
about, we find that its rise and fall is very inconsider- 
able, for, by a staff planted in the tide-mark on the 
beach, it appears to be no more than three feet ; its 
effects on the ice, however, is the same as I have 
already mentioned, that is, carrying it to the east- 
ward during the flood-tide, and the ebb-tide in the 
contrary direction. It has been remarked that the ice 
we have seen of late appears to swim lighter than that 
in Baffin's Bay. In order, therefore, to determinewhe- 
ther there is any real difference in its specific gravity or 
not, I made a cube t from a piece of the hummock, to 
which the ships were fast these two days ; and from 

♦ It is much broader, however, in proportion to its size than 
the woirs skull ; in its shape it resembled very much the skull of 
the wild cat, but was considerably larger. . . 

, f The sides of this cube measured one foot three indies and a 
half, and when floating in the sea alongside the hummock of ice 
from which it was made, two inches and three quarters of it re- 
mained above the surface of the water. The temperature of the 
water at the time was 3i®. 
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tlie result of the experiment it appears, that it is spe- 
cifically lighter than any ice that we have ever sub- 
mitted to a similar trial before ; there being about 
one-fifth of it above the surface of the water ; where- 
as, in the former experiments of the same kind that 
were made at different times, we generally tbund that 
one-seventh was about the proportion of the ice 
above, to that below the surface of the water. 

Saturday y 11th. — One of the parties that were on 
shore to-day shot a musk-ox, but he wis jo lit zrom 
the ships that they could not bring him. on rxard, I 
shall therefore forbear saying any rhir.g rrsp#ictX'Z 
him in this place, as we shall mo<t probaiAT laL'*^ '"--^ 
on board to-morrow, and then a partie^J^r feir.rx^ 
tion will be given of him. I may cbwrre, jx'¥t'»*r. 
in the meantime, that a stake ot rrn: ztvjgpz \n 
board, was found to be much mtx^ paLscaiif^ *=ja v * 
had reason to expect, from the kctyx::::rjt z-"' ei ^-.c zxtt 
rankness, or musky taste cf th^ii fetc. Ti^ ic^^rj*- 
men that we have had of it tCMiikV, ir/n^*^^ ^t >*r- 
haps not sufficient to enabk Li^ v. hLj luu-ui v.r \r 
against the matter; but I aa iJi zci^ Ui^r v> tiua^i 
soon be able to !q>eak widi cazsLzz} 'ji v^ b*--jKfir- 
for a herd of seven or dgin ot v-tstl Ti»r* i^y-j-L v*; 
another party that were oo tcjrjpst •v-da;- -j--. -Mt 
weather becoming rather iz^ck^ "j:^ ¥*r* :^.*rT»r: 
from following them* I lutr re::u^i:, .lUu^is^ u «;: = 
place, that the weaxbex ha» »xae:i:a«bt tip^-. vr VLir'^*, 
days past assumed a t'ery wirrrftrr ^gg^x, i-jr vu^ jj* ; 
is almost constamlv clrudr^ ta^ v::iiC j: luu^^i 
sharper than usual; and vi^uuentf v> :id^)^ ^ tauu., 
as has been the case lor bkmc for: ^v^ uift ^ae^^ za^oj^ 
is always a little ^ktb tiLk^ I& iK7^ ^»«r^ ^^MMff 
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tends to indicate the approach of winter ; at night, in 
particular, when the sun goes down, it is impossibfe 
to avoid reflecting on the nearness of that period that 
will inevitably arrest our progress for this season. It 
is possible, indeed, and I hope probable too, that if 
we once got through the ice with which we have of 
late been hampered, that we may get on a few de- 
grees yet before the winter sets in ; but certaihly the 
advanced period of the season, and out experience 
of these seas, does not encourage us to be too sanguine 
of doing much more this year* 

Sunday, IQth. — A good deal of anxiety prevailed 
to-day for the safety of a party of six men arid ah 
oiBcer (the master) belonging to the Griper, who 
went away about four o'clock on Friday tiiorning, 
with a view of travelling fifteen or twenty miiles in- 
land, for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of 
the country, and to see whether reindeer, or musl^ 
oxen were more numerous towards the interior than 
along the tsea-coast. It was desirable also to know 
how far this land extended to the northward j but, 
as it was not intended that they should be alway more 
than a day, they took only provisions enough with 
them to last that period. They have now, however, 
been away upwards of double that time, which be- 
gins to cause some uneasiness respecting them, more 
especially as the weather since yesterday afternoon, 
has been very unfavourable for them, being hazy, 
and snowing almost constantly during the whole 
time. In order to direct them, poles, with flags on 
them, have been set up on the top of the highest hiHs 
in the neighbourhood to-day, and to each of these 
poles a bottle was fastened, containing directions h6w 
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to find their way to the next post, and nhJaMtrly, to 
the ships. At two of the laigcr poles (on ooe of 
which an enngn, and oo the odier an mnoD^jack 
were hoisted) }m>vinon8 were abo left ibr them ; and. 
after dusk, a large fire was %hted oo the top of one 
of the most conq>icuou8 hills near the coast; and, 
on the top of a pole erected at the same place, was 
fastened a lanthom, which, from its elevated Mtua- 
tion, must be seen at a considerable distance. Lights 
are also hoisted at the ship's mast-heads, guns are 
fired, and rockets set off at regular intervals ; in fact, 
every thing has been done, and still is doing, that 
can be deemed likely to be of any service in directing 
the party in question to the ships. 

Monday^ tSth. — Arrangements having been made 
last night, four parties started at day-light this 
morning in different directions, in hopes of fidling in 
with the unfortunate people above-mentioned, for 
such we had to-day every reason to consider them ; 
for the lei^h of time they had been absent, die 
inclement state of the weather during these two days 
past, and the inadequate manner in whidi they were 
provided to withstand it and hunger together, were 
certainly sufficient reasons to pot every person in a 
state of anxie^, if not spprAesmoDf fotr their lafetj^ 
In the afternoon, however, we were relieved fnm 
this state of inquietude by the qipearance of one ^/ 
our parties returning with fear <xftheflk Fmmth^sn 
we learned that the other three cmid msftbehr H^^ 
tant, because th^. only parted with them yer^vtay ^ 
moreover, the officer who west with the par7 « im^ 
of the three that are mm wk%\m^ jarf fttvn '•vv«(»/y 
him to be an inldligent mam^ ^^>srf ;k^4M '<^ 
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satisfied that they would, soon make their appearance 
also ; and before dark we had the satisfaction to find 
our expectations fulfilled. The feet of most of them 
are very much frost-bitten, and they are all very 
much fatigued, but I have no doubt, from the proper 
manner in which they were managed on first com- 
ing on board, but that they will all in a short time get 
perfectly well. With regard to food, it appears that 
they were by no means badly off, for they managed to 
kill as many grous as they could eat. It appears that 
they lost their way the second day, or rather the night 
of the first day, they went away ; consequently, veiy 
little information can be gathered from them as to 
where they had been during the rest of the time. 
They seem to think that they were never above 
twenty, or at most five-and-twenty, miles inland. 
They found the country, after travelling fifteen or 
.twenty miles from the coast, to be much more fer- 
tile than in the neighbourhood of the sea } the vallies 
and level plains in particular they describe as abounds 
ing with grass and moss. On these plains they saw 
several herds of reindeer, and two animals of the deer 
kind, but much larger than the reindeer ; they sup- 
posed them to be the elk, and their description o£ 
• them seems to answer to that which we have of these 
animals. They saw also a number of hares inland, 
but no musk-oxen. Some of those, however, who 
have been in search of the stray party during these 
two days past, saw some herds of these cattle. In 
the course of their ^ wandering, they fell in with a 
small lake of fresh water,, in which they found fish, 
two of which they brought on board were found to 
be a species of trout. As it was afl:er they lost theur 
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way they fell in with this lake, they of ciwrae cannot 
say what directioa it is in, or how^ fiff it is off: they 
describe it to be about two miles in I^igdi -and one 
in breadth. Before I coodade my accoant of the 
mixed feeUngs and occorrences of this day, I cannat 
help mentioning an erent that took place, which, al- 
though of no great moment in itself yet, owing to 
the time that it happened, we cocdd not xwcid figHfng 
it as an additional misfbrtoneat thetimep Theevent 
in question is an accident that happened to one of 
the seamen (named WiDiam Lancaster}, who wa» ou 
advertently coming up the slap's side with a pot of 
water off the ice, when one of the gmis was finsd ti> 
direct the parties on shore;, by whicfa he got la fao^ 
breast, and right arm very sererely soordied widt tee 
powder. 

Tuesdmff WHu — It may be conadcnd a rtrr ijar* 
tunate circumstance that the Unj party T "g ujjBtd 
yesterday, for had they been out bst r Ij~, £ i» lux^ 
than probable that they would not ha»e ^Kdn^ r ; 
for it came on to Mow very fiedi afier «2ms^ zsA 
the thermometer at three c^dock in dhe skjtxv 1«B 
as low as 9% and the avenge ^^^y^fsA^}^^ <-r<r vsrjt 
has been no more than 15% lo dkat wtr zuri' i^^rr 
reasonably conclude that peo|rfe exIuKBitad ':si ^ v^ 
in which they weie would hare x^ hsdtt ^xsm^jt ^ 
withstanding the rigour of wdk wtadbcT ftx wtt 
length of time. 

Wednesdmf, 151ft. — The weather haag dear tc^ 
day gave us an oppoitnnity of atccslaisMgr tke geo- 
graphical situation of this place. Tke l^gtade wm 
found to be y^^^TN^andlongitiide, hrehpooumeUr, 
lir irw. It is, perhaps, praperto reaataik, ffat 
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the^e observations mdy be a little out, as the altitudei 
were taken with the natural horizon, whidi wai co- 
vered with ice. The error thereby occasioned cannot 
amount, however, to any thing very considerable in 
the latitude, but I conceive it best to mention under 
what circumstances observations are taken, when 
there is any chance of their being doubtful. 

Thursday^ iQth. — We had the pleasure of finding 
this morning that the strong north-west wind that we 
have had during these two days past hasi forced the 
ice off from the ]and for a little distance; no time 
was lost, therefore, in availing ourselves of this op- 
portunity of getting on \ but our success was not of 
long duration, for,, after getting between eighteen and 
twenty miles to the westward, we were stopped again 
by the ice, which extended in a compact body from 
the land to the southward and westward as fiur aswe 
could see. It was very heavy ice, but it was brokn 
up so much that we could not get a pi?ce latge 
enough to make the ships fast to ; and the water m 
found to be so deep» that it was not deemed prudent 
to anchor so close; in with the shore as it would W 
necessary to do ; we, therefore, stood back ta lA» 
eastward again, and at half past eight o^dock we 
made fast to a hummock of ice aground in fifteen' 
fathoms' water, about seven or eight milea to Ae 
westward of the place which we started fixNa kt the 
morning. After passing a headland four oir five 
nules to the westward of where we made fiurtr this 
evening, we found that the land trended to tfaaaml^ 
ward and westward, and that its formation beyoad 
this cape is also quite different from any part of tUi 
coast to the eastward* being more like the ISaqd" oa 
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the north side of the passage between the .St)' and 
9^"" of west longitude, that \s^ bold, and in wme 
places precipitous, and the debris that tell nnm x 
forming buttresses in the same manner an on "Jie coast 
alluded to. 

Friday J Vjltlu — We cast o^ a^oin rhxs Tcioraxnsz, 
and stood to the westward until we cone :.:> Vxe xe 
which we found to be nearlv in rhe ^ome ^\i\^jz^jfi 
where we were stopped bv it ve>terdij- I: 
served to be much heavier than 
rally met with before, being s« 
which they describe the Greenland ice lo ':#^ ; ^^ 'iaz 
I thinkitis most probable, that it is ckx iarzj^ i/trt^ 
but drifts down from higher latitudeiitv or v Ijcr inav 
be termed the Polar Sea. 

It was packed equally as dose in vitL tite iand a» 
we found it to be yesterdayp so that it wc^uld be vaui 
to attempt to force through it ; besides, liit land, ht I 
have already said, trends to the northward, a circum- 
stance which may be r^arded as rather againtst u^ ; 
for were it possible even to get on betweeu the land 
and the ice^ as we have usually done, it would in the 
present instance only take us out of our way« 

We know so little, howe\'ez; of what is beiure uh, 
that it is perhaps hazarding too much, to bay thai a 
change in the direction of the coast i^ to be consi- 
dered at once as an un£nrourable circumstance. J 
shall therefore not dwell any longer on the subject, 
as we shall most probably have an opportunity veiy 
soon of detennining the point in question in a more 
s^Uisfactory manner than by conjectures. Ai\er 
tacking about for some time along the edge of the ice^ 
we stood again to the eastward, and at six o'clock in 
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the afternoon made fast to a hummock of ice aground 
about a cable's length from the shore, and nearly in 
the same place that we started from in the morning. 
We had not been fast above two hours when it was 
observed that the ice was closing in upon usf; to 
avoid therefore getting jammed between it and the 
land, we cast off again, and kept sailing about during 
the remainder of the night, wherever we could find 
clear water. 

Saturday^ 18th. — It froze so hard during the 
night, that at six o'clock this morning the ships were 
regularly beset in the bay-ice: we tried to send the 
boats to a piece of ice aground near the shore, .with 
a hawser to make the ship fast to it, but it was found 
that the young ice was already too strong for them 
to get through it. We were therefore obliged to let 
go an anchor in thirty-nine fathoms* water, to prevent 
our being carried to the westward (amongst the 
heavy ice) by a strong tide or current that was set- 
ting in that direction. It now appeared, from the 
effects of last night, and indeed from the state of the 
weather for this week past, that the winter has at 
length fairly set in, and that, ninless some strenuous 
exertions are made, we are likely to get beset 
here for. the winter, and as far as appearances go^ 
we could not be caught in a less desirable place, ibr 
it is a completely exposed coast, without a bay, or 
even a projection of any kind in the land to afford 
the least shelter. 

After duly considering all these circumstances, 
then, it will be seen that further attempts to prose-' 
cute the voyage any further this season, would be 
endangering the safety of the ships, and that too 

17 
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the morning, the ice was again observed to be 
moving to the westward ; every necessary precaution 
was immediately taken, to secure the ships in such a 
manner as to be protected as much as posi^ble, by 
the hummock or pile of ice so often mentioned, the 
measures adopted had the desired effect with us; 
but the Griper was^ again less fortunate, for about 
half past eight o'clock the edge of one of the floes 
that were passing at the time having come against 
her, she was forced in a few minutes aground on the 
beach ; fortunateFy, however, it happened to be low 
water at the time, so that when the tide flowed, she 
got off without sustaining any damage. But her 
situation for some time was certainly critical, jR>r 
when she heeled over, there were only six feet water 
on that side next the shore, but the beach happened 
very luckily to consist of sand, so that no injury was 
occasioned by it. 

The wind being from the northward and eastward, 
and blowing pretty fresh all day, has cleared the 
immediate neighbourhood of the coast of ice, so that 
I am in hopes that the first slant of fair wind that we 
have will enable us to get on. Every day, indeed, 
tends to show the necessity of getting on as quickly 
as possible to some place of security, for the weather 
of late has been, I may almost say, constantly cold, 
and boisterous ; and the drift snow that comes off 
from the land, gives the whole scene a dreary aspect. 
A musk ox was seen last night going along the 
beach, and two or three covies of grous have been 
seen at different times from the ships ; but at present 
something of greater moment than going after them, 
employs every one's attention. 

K 2 
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this pile received the shock of it, and tibie collision 
was certainly tremendous; for immense masses of the 
9oe were broken off, and piled up op the top of what 
was already aground, from which most of them fell^ 
or slided back again on the floe, and thi^ operation 
continued for some time, until at length the force of 
the floe,, which was at first going at the rate of two 
mUes per hour, waa almost entirely spent. It is un- 
necessary to observe, that had the shipg been, caught 
between the floe and the hummock just mentioned, 
that their destruction would have been inevitable. 

Sunday^ 19th. — Although we escaped last night 
without sustaining any damage, the Griper was not 
quite so fortunate, for she lost an anchor and the best 
part of a chain cable, by the edge of the floe touching 
it • as it passed. The boat that they had under the 
bows breaking the bay-ice was also carried away by 
the floe. But these are trifling losses when we 
consider what mischief might have happened had not 
the pile of ice before mentioned fended off the violent 
pressure of the floe ; for had the ships received the 
shock, I have little doubt but it would have forced 
them up on the beach ; and had we indeed been only 
but a few yards nearer the outer extremity of the 
heap of ice in question, the consequences might have 
been equally destructive. Nothing occurred to-day 
worthy of notice, the ice being closely packed idl 
around us, we had no other choice but to remain 
still in the same place where we brought up last 
night. 

Monday^ 20th. — Between four and five o'clock in 

* I have understood since that the cable was not .carried away, 
but unshackkd in order to get clear of the ice, 
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the morning, the ice was again observed to be 
moving to the westward ; every necessary precaution 
was immediately taken, to secure the ships in such a 
manner as to be protected as much as possible, by 
the hummock or piJe of ice so often mentioned, the 
measures adopted had the desired effect with us; 
but the Griper was^ again less fortunate, for about 
half past eight o'clock the edge of one of the floes 
that were passing at the time having come against 
her, she was forced in a few minutes aground on the 
beach ; fortunately, however, it happened to he low 
water at the time, so that when the tide flowed, she 
got off without sustaining any damage. But her 
situation for some time was certainly critical, for 
when she heeled over, there were only six feet water 
on that side next the shore, but the beach happened 
very luckily to consist of sand, so that no injury was 
occasioned by it. 

The wind being from the northward and eastward, 
and blowing pretty fresh all day, has cleared the 
immediate neighbourhood of the coast of ice, so that 
I am in hopes that the flrst slant of fair wind that we 
have will enable us to get on. Every day, indeed, 
tends to show the necessity of getting on as quickly 
as possible to some place of security, for the weather 
of late ha^ been, I may almost say, constantly cold, 
and boisterous ; and the drift snow that comes off 
from the land, gives the whole scene a dreary aspect. 
A musk ox was seen last night going along the 
beach, and two or three covies of grous have been 
seen at different times from the ships ; but at present 
something of greater moment than going after tfaem, 
employs every one's attention. 

K 2 
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Wednesday^ 22rf. — It blew very strong from the 
northward all yesterday, so that it was not deemed 
prudent to get under weigh, more especially as the 
ice, was observed to be moving about with greater 
velocity than usual, owing no doubt to the force erf 
the wind. Early this mornings however, the wind 
moderated a little, and at the same time veered 
round to the northward and westward. Of this 
favourable change we took immediate , advantage, 
and at five o'clock was under weigh, in cwrder .to ma^e 
the best of our way to the eastward. We suffered very 
•little interruption from the heavy ice, but our progress 
was so much obstructed by the young, or bay-ice, that 
• had we riot been favoured with a strong breeze of 
wind, it would have been impossible to force through 
it. We had a good opportunity to-day of seeing the 
eflfects. of the frost, in forming ice on the surface of 
the sea, at a time even when there was a strong 
,wind, and consequently a considerable ripple on the 
'.water, circumstances which by some men have been 
considered capable of preventing the formation of 
ice. But. I think from what we have seen to-day, 
that we. may very reasonably, conclude,, thiat when 
the cold is very intense, ice may be formed on the 
surface of the sea, even in a gale of , wind j' for the 
thermometer to-day was never below 17% and yet 
ice was, as I have already said, forming very rapidly. 
.It may be said indeed, that there was so small a 
portion of the surface of the water clear of old ice, 
that there could not be much of a sea running, and 
such was certainly the case ; but I observed tSat the 
^pung ice, or sludge as it is first called, smpothed^he 
surface of the water immediately it beg;an to form, in 
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we should choose * for our winter^qtiarters, had wq 
time to look about for a better j but under present 
circumstances we may consider ourselves fortunate^ 
in finding that there is such a good harbour within 
oui* power to reach, for the winter is making rapid 
strides. There is, indeed, very little of the surface 
of the sea now that is not covered with ice, and close 
in to the land it is already from four to six inches 
thick, all along the coast, so that we shall have to 
saw our way into the harbour. The people who 
were away sounding to-day, saw several seals, which 
are the only animals of any kind that have been seen 
during these two days past. 

Friday^ 9Ath. — We got under weigh early this 
morning, and ran to the westward to the mouth of the 
harbour intended for our winter residence, where we 
anchored about eight o'clock. Immediately after 
breakfast the crews of both ships commenced sawing 
a channel into the harbour, in which operation they 
were pretty successful, having before six o'cloci: 
P.M., sawed a canal thirty-five feet in breadth, and up- 
wards of half a mile long, into which the ships were 
tracked in the evening. The thickness of the ice 
through which they sawed to-day, was from seven to 
eight inches. It is intended to resume the same 
operation to-morrow, for the harbour is at least three 
miles in length ; and I understand that the iaten^ 
tion is to get within about half a mile of the top of 
it; for it has been sounded that far to-day, and it has 

♦ After getting into this harbour, and after havii^ had time to 
examine it more minutely, we found it to be as secure a place to 
winter in as we could wish for,, as will be seen hereafter. 
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been found dottiiae is fdennr 
within a cable's ]ei^!di of i^ 

We found on tlie ioe, <daK 
cutting the canal to-dar, adbad 
Lin.), which is the tas/L jbA 
that we have seen in diese irpoBK. Itww^iaiM 
perfect state, and mmt haiv mBoemmdlfr lain 
but a short time;, far diere vb mo aor henr lev 
three weeks 2g(^ niKn nv pa»ed i3b fiKie ^iBii|r 
the westward. 

Saturday, 25HL — All hands ^ 
to-day cutting the canal throi^ 
of hauling the pieces that thef cnt oot, inioi^ 
sea, as they did yesterdaT, they forced I 
the floe, whidi was found to be a nmdi 
ditious way of getting rid d them, tli 
them out of the canaL But in speaking of an open 
sea, I must observe, that accrading to the strict 
meaning of the word, there is no such thii^ now 
existing within our view ; for the place where the 
ships lay yesterday morning, and, indeed, the whole 
of the sheet of clear water that lay outside of them, 
is now covered with ice of last night's formation ; 
and that on the canal was so strong this evening as 
to bear the weight of a person. In consideration of 
the hard labour that the men have had for these two 
days past, an extra-allowance of Donkin's preserved 
meat has been served out to them each day. 

Sunday J Q6th. — From seeing the rapid increase 
in the thickness of the ice, and consequently the 
additional labour that must be incurred by any de« 
lay, it has been defied proper to employ ali hamU 
again to-day, in cutting the canal, in which work 
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they have now become so expert, by these two Qr 
three days' experience, that notwithstanding .tiie- 
increased thickness of the ice, they have dat 
through more * of it to-day than either of the pre- 
ceding days, and that too in less time. For at a 
quarter past three o'clock in the afternoon, the ships 
were warped to the top of the canal, when the men, 
in the usual way in which British seamen express 
their joy, gave three hearty cheers, as a proof of the 
pleasure they felt at having in safety reached their 
winter-quarters, after having performed, on every 
occasion, all that was possible for men to do ; and, 
what is more, after having accomplished infinitely 
more than any numerous adventurous seamen wha 
have been employed (at different times for upwards* 
of two centuries past), in search of the same object. 
In concluding my account of the operations. of this 
season, it is certainly a tribute due to every offiper. 
and man on the Expedition, to say, that they always 
evinced the utmost zeal for the service on which we- 
are employed j and I do not think that it can be 
considered that we hold what we have done in too 
high an estimation, if* we say that our zeal and per- 
severance have been rewarded with ample success ; 
nor can it be said that our hopes are too sanguine, if 

* After they had done cuttmg the canal to-day, its length was 
measured, when it was found that they had cut the ' 

1st day 1200 yards, 

2d — 1284. do. / . , . 

3d — 1598 do. 



Total 4082 do. 
making the whole length of the canal equal to 2^ miles nearlji 
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between this reef and the land, there is for most 

part of the way, a bar, or bank, over which we 

found, in some places, only 3^ fathoms water ; and 

where the ships are, although nearly at the top of 

the harbour, and within eighty-one fathoms of the 

beach, we have five fathoms watef, which is the 
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more xemarkable, since the shore, and, indeed, the 
whole of the land around the harbour, and its 
vicinity, is low. This country has now a very bleak 
appearance, for the whole of the surface aS the land 
is covered with a thin layer of snow ; and in the val- 
lies, and those places where vegetation was most 
abundant, it is in some parts of considerable depth* 
Notwithstanding the best pasture is in this manner 
already covered over, we have the satisfaction of 
finding that the reindeer have not yet left this neigh- 
bourhood, for two very large ones were seen this fore- 
noon at a short distance from the ships. The nature 
of the land is certainly not favourable for approaching 
these timid animals unperceived ; but still I am in 
hopes that we shall succeed in killing some of them. 
Two covies of grous were also seen to-day, so that 
it is to be expected that we shall be able to procure 
some of them also. 

Thitrsday^ 30th. — • The people have been employed 
for these four days past unrigging the ships, and tak^ 
ing the boats, yards, masts, and rigging* ashore, 
where they are to remain all winter, under a shade 
that is to be erected for them. The lower masts and 
rigging are not to be touched, and I believe that our 
main-top-mast is not to be removed, in order that 
parties that may be away shooting, may see the 
direction the ships are in, at a greater distance than 
they would otherwise do. Of this indeed, I have 
already seen the advantage, for I could see the mast- 
head to-day when several miles into the country, and 

* Our anvil was lost the other day by breaking throughthe ic€ 
whilst they were taking it on shores 
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as the sun gets lower» its utility as a distiDguftshing 
^lark will be more perceptible. The weather, for 
these three or four days past, has, coDsidering the 
time of the year, been tolerably fine, and the 
mean temperature has not been much lower than 
we have had it for a week before ; but we find that 
the degree of cold indicated by the thermometer, 
and that conveyed by our feelings, are widely 
different, for whenever ih^e is a breeze of wind 
we find that it is much more disagreeaUe to walk 
about, when the thermometer is at twenty degjccs 
above zero, than at zero itself in a cabn. I do not 
mean to say, however, that this is any n€W di»r 
covery, on the contrary, I am aware that the same 
thing may be £slt and observed^ in any ocker 
climate as well as here ; but I baswe fiir some time 
past observed another fiict, which, inr oo^sht I am 
aware of, may be ako equally weil knomUr hnt 
which certainly never stmck me » forcibly bedwe* 
It is this, that wfaenerer the wind iocneaMs m 
strength, the th^momcter tme% mid rxB v^^na ; 
however, as we shall Infe mm r noonrtanifiea ^ 
observing the extent dl dua fsie, or <si«iii!^!Xum 
between the wind and tanpexaCnre, I tfiail 4cAr 
saying any thing more afaoot it at ^raesc. Tm 
canal is now firoae so fimiy £nwi ^ae etui » ttbe 
other, that we can jicit cniy ^■■^"iiwiii '■cwsa^ t 
was, so that tlie ikap^ v^ w^ m irm^ ieofA. » f 
they were a u—pi.imm fort ^ raut i^ Js^sii ^ 
case, however, tkit tibe jite ssia i9!:*:sic tfv H' ^' 
unforese^i canKw andhnet juao^ vi«i. «^' a ^mt. 
bead], to windb a eafcie » ^Mt inm. ^sa^cs. m^yt 
larboard bow^ and vuriutz istm. ^M^^nf 
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Another reindeer, was seen this afternoon; whidi* 
we immediately went after, and owing to the 
weather being thick, at the time, we managed to 
surround him, and by that means got so near himV 
that he was at length shot. He was perfectly 
white, except one brown patch on the top of his 
rump;, the carcase weighed, when skinned and 
cleaned, 147. pounds. . . t 

Friday y October l5^. — Another deer was killed 
to-day. ; A beautiful white bear was also seen to- 
day, but We. were unsuccessful in our attack upon 
him, notwithstanding he approached so near to the 
ships, that we fired at him from thqin.. Sevend 
shot struck him, however, in different parts of the 
body, as . we could plainly, perceive from the 
streams of blood that gushed from^ the wounds; 
but before we could re-load, he was out of gun- 
shot range from the ships. A large party of the 
officers and men immediately pursued him*, in 
expectation from the quantity of blood that issued 
from his wounds, . that he would soon fall, or at 
least become so much exhausted that they would 
soon come up with him; in both these expect- 
ations, > however, they found themselves disap- 
poiiited^ fox the cold, in a short time,' stopped 'the 
efiui^on of blood, and as none of the wound* 
happened to be in a mortal part, he succeeded, in 
keeping out of gunshot distance from them. They 
supposed, however, that they would have ulti- 

* All our dogs went after him also, but none of them would 
go v^ry near him ; for if they bad, I have, no doubt but he woul4 
soon make them suffer for their temerity. ' 
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mately come up with him, had tfaejr not heen 
stopped from {mnoiiig him by his swinmiiig 
a lane of open -water that aep ara ted the 
from that attached to the hmd. After getting out 
of the water on the opposite Me of tlus flumiri , 
he was observed to be again of a perfectly wlnte 
colour ; but before he had been many mimilfs on 
the ice, his coat was changed ^ain to the oone 
crimson hue as before, so that it is prohaUe, that 
although he escaped fixnn his porsoen, that he 
will in the end die of the wounds he received. 
Although we have had evident proofi, fion the 
'number of their skulls that we fbond on this land, 
that bears are at least occasional visiton of it, vet 
as we have never seen any of them befere to-day, 
it was supposed that they only came here in the 
summer time ; persons went, tfaerefiire, out walk- 
ing, not only singly, but often unarmed ; a tlnng 
which, I presume, is not likely to h^pen in 
future, more especially as the bear seen to-day was 
first seen by a person, who, as I have just said, was 
walking out alone. On seeing the aninial, he im- 
mediately returned with all ipeed to the sh^M; 
with the bear, after him, which induced many to 
believe, that the animal was in pursuit of him ; 
but, I think, it is most probable, that his scent 
had led.him towards the ships, and that he would 
have come to them whetho- he had met the person 
in question or not: but be this as it may, it is 
certainly best to promulgate the idea, that he 
followed ' the man, as it may put others on their 
guard, not to go too farmigly, at least without 
means of defence. 
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Wednesday^ ^th. — Nothihg occurred for some 
days past worthy of particular notice, excepts the 
gradual change in the state of the weather, which 
is getting colder every day : at four this morning, 
the thermometer was as low as eight degrees below 
zero. But we have now got the housing over the 
ships, so that the increased severity of the weather 
is not felt in the least on board, nor does it, indeed, 
put us to any inconvenience in our excursions on 
sl^ore, except when there is a breeze of wind, 
which) as I have already remarked, renders the 
cold less t(^erable to our feelings, although it raises 
the thermometer ; but I may, perhaps, be going 
too far in saying, that it increases the temper- 
ature. Probably, a corresponding change taking 
place in the temperatiure of the atmosphere 
whenever a breeze of wind comes on, so many 
instances of it have now come under our observ- 
ation, that we already begin to consider it as a 
general rule. Several deer have been seen during 
these five or six days past, but we were not fortur 
nate enough to kill any of them : to-day, however, 
one of them, which happened to come close to 
the ships, was shot from the Griper ; it weighed 
170lbs. 

Saturday J 9th. — Although the sun has not yet 
entirely left us, we receive now but little benefit 
from it, either in the way of heat or light ; for ever 
since the housing has been put over the ships^ we 
have been obliged to use candles the whole day, or 
properly speaking, as long as our allowance of 
these necessary articles last, which, I am sony to 
say, is very inadequate, being only one candle 
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(ten of which go to the lb.) every ax days, to each 
officer, or a little more than an inch of candle 
a-day. When it is considered, then, that we are to 
be about three months deprived entirely of the 
light of the sun, and at least three months more 
deriving little or no benefit from it on board, i 
hope it will appear to every person, that I have not 
unnecessarily expressed regret at our not being 
more amply supplied with the usefiil article of 
candles. It is but just to observe, however, that 
as we have a light in the gun-room the vhde day, 
no person has any occasion to complain of want of 
light, even if he was disposed to do so ; bat so fii 
from that being the case, I have every reason to 
believe that every officer on board would cheer* 
fully submit to any pri\'ation that might 
necessary for the good of the public 
I have no doubt, should we ever hqipf ta bf 
situated under such circumstances as to pox 
zeal or endurance to the test, but mr 
tion will be verified. 

Sunday J 10th. — Seven deer were ttCB Iumovt* 
one of which we killed, and anod&er ww wi««i.t 
wounded, but, owing to the nigbt *«'"'^ col ik 
got away, after being pursued tor se^eni scma. 
The ardour with which he was followed rerr math 
led the party that w^it after him into a sefious pre- 
dicament, for they were so loath to give up the 
chace, that, before they thought of returning, the 
day was so far spent that they lost their way 
coming back. Two of them returned about six 
o'clock, in so exhausted a state, and so mudi 
affected by the cold, that we begaii to entCftiMi 
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aerious apprehensions for the safety of the two re* 
maming persons of the party who were yet absent. 
As it was now evident, from the report of those 
that returned, that the others lost their way, we 
commenced immediately to fire guns, set off 
rockets, and bum blue lights, in order to direct 
them towards the ships. About a quarter past 
seven one of them returned, but he was in such 
a state of insensibility, that we could not .obtain 
any correct information from him respecting the 
other man, any further than that they parted about 
ah hour before he came on board. One of his 
hands is very much frost-bitten, and he was alto- 
gether in such a state of pain, stupor, aiid con- 
fusion, that his answers to the questions that were 
put to him were, as I have just said, so incoherent 
that nothing could be learnt from him. It may 
easily be conceived, • then, that if we were - appre- 
hensive before, we had double reason to be so 
now J for even the first two of the party that re- 
turned were very much exhausted, and, as to the 
person jiist mentioned, it is very clear that he 
could not have held out much longer, for both his 
body and mind had, as I above described, suffered 
very, considerably from the severity of the weather. 
Unauspicious, however, as these circumstances 
were, we had strong hopes that, as the person who 
last returned had only parted with him who was 
yet absent, about an hour before, that he could not 
be &z off; and, in order that no means might be left 
untried that could be deemed likely to direct him 
towards the ship, poles were set up, with lanthorhs , 
on their top, at different places, on the highest parts 
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of the land around the harbour, and the linD^ q£ 
guns, setting off rockets, and burning of bloe-l^iics, 
were continued on board as before. At length 
our endeavours were crowned with success, for at 
half past eleven o'clock the stray person returned; 
and, very much to our pleasure and surprise, had 
not suffered the least from the cold, notwithstand- 
ing he had been away. upwards of ibur hours 
longer than any of the rest ! 

Thyrsday^ 14fth. — - A wolf was seen to-day at the 
distance of about half a mile from the ships ; he was 
of a white colour, and about the size of the Esqui- 
maux dogs that we took home last year ; some sap- 
posed that he was a little higher thao them, bat as 
far as I could judge, he was much aboat tiie 
size, and not unlike them in shape, onij that 
legs appeared to be somewhat longer tfaas their^«. 
Four rein-deer were also seen to^iar, hoc die 
ther being pretty clear at the time^ we cxwld 
get near either them or the wolf nnperccxveii :^ aa 
the latter however appeared to be prowiin^r abmu; 
as if inclined to keep nij^ the shipn, a «iuil fan 
was taken on shore and set as a trap me iim, by 
tying a piece of meat to a hue afixed tn rae trugpfg, 
in such a way that an aniaial laymir ^mm ni :x»(^ 
meat must inevitably leceire the enacencii or -ikt 
gun, that is to say, if it goes of; bus tnac is a p^mc 
however, on which I am rety ikabtdu, ix -ae iiut 
of late that our finrling-piectt very irwienr:'/ mm. 
fire, from the motttore that irceaea ^m ::i^ ^^ 
They fumidied the boose u^^casf ::tac \att vwi 
built for the afrraaraairrf d^aLU is^^ »*^ ^ '^^'*^ 
has been con<tnicted wiiii warf muC tfa«^ •^14^- 
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<ioveTs the boats, riggingi and stores that have been 
landed.* In order to detect any symptoms, or ap- 
pearance of sciirvy amongst the men, their gums 
were examined this mornings and I understand the 
fiame thing is to be done every Thursday, for the 
iuture. All handa are also to be mustered at divi^ 
^ns, at nine o'clock in the morning, and six in 
the afternoon every day, in x)rder to see that the 
men are all clean and sober, two of the most es^- 
sential things for preserving their health ; this also 
affi)rds an opportunity of examining what state their 
•bed-places are in, which is done whilst they are 
on dedc. 

Fridcof^ 15th. — No less than iSfteen deer were 
seen to-day in one herd^ but those who saw them 
wei^ not so fortunate as to be able to kill any q£ 
them, from the reason thsit I mentioned yesterday^ 
namely, that the persons who saw them could not 
get their muskets off at the time they were within 
shot of them. 

Monday 9 18th. — Eleven deer were seen yester- 
day, and upwards of twenty to-day, in one herd; 
out of those seea to-day we succeeded in killing 
one, which is much smaller than any of those that 
we killed before, weighing only a little more than 
ninety pounds, when skinned and cleaned. I have 
remarked, that all the deer that we have seen ^ce 
we came to this harbour, sets off to the westwacd, 
when they are pursued, and even when not molested 
tbey are observed to be travelling in that directum. 

* Parties have been employed also finr some time past eat- 
jtkif tHrf^ and brii^ing it down to the ships for fueL 
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Menimf^ S5iL — 34athnig of aiqr 
occurred ftr lint week fHt, the iiMllirv faa^ Imba. 
as might be rqicrtpd, gettiap giadiialh- cDUig, tig 
thennometer has been KflBe dv» a|[D slwr kIT*, 
but we have oot had aar iiMnkkidlJi' &B «f 
yet ; in the vallies, indeed, tbefe n a good d 
drift snow, but the surfioe of the knd, i 
has very little more snow on it thaa there 
we came into the harboar. NotwithstandHig 
only part (rf* the land where there 
deiable v^etatioii it now ooirered with snowt the 
reindeer haiFe not yet left it, for several large herdt 
of them have bera seen durii^ diis week past; but 
they all appearedit ^ I luive already remarked, to 
be on their way to the westward, and whenever we 
approach them they set off at fiiU i^ieed in that di- 
rectibon, so that from this reason, and the uncer- 
tainty, and even difficulty of managing fire-ann» 
with any dexterity, owii^ to the coldness of the 
weather, we have not succeeded in killing any of 
tliem. A wolf was seen to-day at a little ^' t^^Kr 
from the ships i he was about the same sixe^ and of 
the same cdour, as the one seen some days ago: 
the general opinion, is indeed, that it it the some 
animal. A small white fox was recn also to-daVp 
he seemed not to be qote so wiU at the wolt^ but 
unless they are caught in txips, Isuapectthat we 
shall fold it a difficult matter to get nigh enough 
either of them to be able to shoot them : in the 
nighttime, however, I have no doobt but they cowii 
very near the ships, to pick np some of the r^n^ 
that IS thrown on the ice, so that I am m -m*^. 
that we shall entnp some of them hefnr^ fa^ ^ . 

L 2 
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ter is over. I observed this afternoon two vertical 
columns of prismatic colours, about 15** on each 
side of the sun ; they were about five degrees in 
length, their lower end touching the horizon. 
They preserved the same intensity of colour, for 
about an hour, that is from noon until one o'clock j 
they then began to vanish, and in less than an hour 
disappeared altogether. The only remaining oc- 
currence of this day that I have now to mention, 
is, that a channel about three feet wide was cut 
^11 round the ships to-day, in order to take the 
pressure of the ice off them*, if such a pressure 
exists, of which I am myself very doubtful, for I 
am not aware that ice continues to expand after it^ 
formation, therefore if it does not, the ships cannot 
be pressed by it ; but allowing even that such a 
pressure existed, 1 am inclined to think that it 
will be found a difficult matter to keep an open 
channel round them all the winter. 

Friday J 9Qth. — A fox was caught last night in i 
trap set by the Griper ; he is perfectly white, and 
is about the same size as the hares that were killed 
Fast month ; his long bushy tail, indeed, gives him 
the appearance of being somewhat larger than 
them : but as his dimensions will most likely be 
taken, I shall forbear saying any thing more about 
his size at present. On being caught he displayed 
Several of the cunning tricks peculiar to his tribe, 
for when he was taken out of the trap, he shut his 
eyes, and lay motionless, no doubt with a vieVr k^ 

* I understand that some cracking that was heard amongst 
the ice alongside the Griper lately, has given origin to the 
idea of pressure existing. 
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being taken for dead, so that when those who were 
around him got careless, he might watch an oppor- 
tunity of getting off. Such an artifice might, and 
very probably does, enable these animals to escape 
from the bears and ^olves occasionally ; with his 
present captors, however, his wily tricks have[little 
chance of affording him an opportunity of effecting 
his escape. He is not hurt in any way, for he was 
caught in an empty cask with a slide in one end of 
it, which feU, and shut him up in it immediately 
he laid hold of the bait within. It is probable 
therefore that they will be able to preserve him 
alive for some time, or at least until his habits are 
known, which I shall take an opportunity of men- 
tioning hereafter, should he display any peculi- 
arities deserving of notice. Very few deer have 
been seen for some days past, so that I am afraid^ 
that we shall not be able to lay in such a good winter 
stock of these animals as was at first expected, for' 
the daylight now lasts but a very short time, so 
that it would be dangerous to go any distance from 
the ships : there has been an order, indeed, issued 
some time ago, prohibiting any person from going 
out of sight of the ships.* Besides, the state of 
the weather now is not very favourable for long 
excursions, for the thermometer this evening was 
as low as 28° below zero, and we have generally a 
breeze of wind, which, as I have already remarked 
two or three times, renders the cold less tolerable 
to our feelings. We find that the wind is almost 

* But if I am not mistaken, this order was issue^l in con- 
sequence of what happened on the lOth instant, and with a 
view of preventing a recurrence of the same in future. 
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invariably from the northward ; but, contrary to 
what might be expected, we do not find that it is 
any colder than that from any other direction, nor 
does the thermometer even indicate any particular 
difference in this respect^ for it is affected only by 
the force, and not by the direction of the wind. 
Columns of prismatic colours, similar to th^Me de^ 
scribed on the S5th ihst., have been observed again 
two or three times ^ince that day, at the safhd dis- 
tance from the sun, of the same altitude, and »«- 
deed in every other way resembling those before- 
mentioned. The Aurora Borealis was seen ialso 
two nights ago to the southward, but it Wad too 
faint to deserve any description. 

Tuesday 9 November 2rf. — The weather l\w been 
milder during these two or three days past, than 
we have Jiad it for some time before, for the ther* 
mometer has been for most part of the tkne at 
l»ero, which we noW consider a high temperature ; 
the sky during most part of the above period has 
been overcast, which may be the reason of the 
comparative mildness of the weather. We have 
not had any considerable fall of snow yet, biit, I 
8ai^>ect, that during the hazy weather that we have 
lately had, some fell, although scarcely perceptible 
ftt th$ time, owing to its being in such smalt parti- 
cles, and so dry that the lightest breeze of wind 
drifts it along, so that it is impossible to say whe- 
ther the accumulation of it in some places is owing 
entirely to the drifl, or is partly increased by new- 
fallen snow J I think it is probable, however, that 
the letter ca,use contributes in some measure to 
augment the local collections of it thi^ we: find to 
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be daily accumulating in the vallies and ravines in 
our neighbourhood. The man^ (John PearKn, 
marine), belonging to the Griper, whom I men- 
tioned, on the 10th instant, as having returned in 
a state of stupor and very much fix)st-bitten, has 
had this afternoon the four fingers of his left hand 
amputee^ in consequence of the fiost-bite that he 
received at that time. He has not lost the whole 
of the above fingers, but only the extreme pha- 
langes, and part of the second of the three largest 
of themj and the two extreme and part of the 
third phalanx of the little finger. It is unneces- 
s^ary to observe that every means was used at the 
time the man came on board, and, indeed, for 
several days afterwards, to restore life in the parts 
that were frost-bitten ; and, considerable as the loss 
has been, it is but just to observe, that the treat- 
ment pursued has been productive of greater suc- 
cess than could at first have been expected, for 
the whole hand appeared at first to be in imminent 
danger, for when he came on board it was as hard 
as a piece of marble. 

As the ships are now housed and secured, and 
the days getting so short that neither officers nor 
imen can amuse or employ themselves by excur- 
sions to the country, two intended sources of 
amusement are about to be set on foot for the 
purpose of maldng the long approaching winter 
pass as cheerfully as possible.. Chie of the sources 
in question which is a weekly newspaper, called 
*» The Winter Chronicle, or New Georgia Ga- 
zette," has already commenced, for thie first num- 
ber of it came out yesterday morning j and the 

L 4 
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Other <ib}ect for amusement are Plays, for which 
they are. now preparing. Of the last of these in- 
tended sources of amusement, I have no doubt 
but it will answer its end, that is, of diverting the 
men 9 but of the first I am not quite so certain of 
its answering its purpose so well, for 1 have seen 
one or two instances, and have heard of many, 
more, where newspapers on board of ship, instead 
of affording general amusement, and promoting 
friendship and a good understanding amongst 
officers, tended in a short time to destroy both : 
for although the professed object and intetition at 
first may be to afford entertainment and convey 
knowledge, yet for lack of materials to answer the 
expectations excited, jokes and reflections upon 
one another will at length be admitted to fill the 
columns : these will, by some, be taken in good 
part, and by others in a contrary way ; conser 
quently those who consider themselves offended 
will retiiliate, perhaps, in less courteous language, 
on those whom they c(Misider their aniioyers j until 
at length the paper, instead of being the source 
of amusement and instruction, becomes the vehicle 
of sarcasms and bitter reflections. And should 
the conductor, or conductors of the paper have 
discretion enough to refuse admitting into their 
columns productions of this nature, yet they o^n* 
not repress the sentiments or opinions of the par- 
ties concerned, who, to make the matter worsen 
generally know one another; for, to be an ano^ 
nymous writer on board of ship is but a thin veil 
to prevent a person from being known, for peoples' 
talents and turn of mind are soon disco veredt 
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the united exertions of all those concerned^ two 
hours wei*e spent very happily on the quarter-deck^ 
notwithstanding the thermometer outside the ship 
stood at zero, and within as low as the freezing 
point, exc^t close to the stoves, where it was a 
few degrees higher. , 

Monday y 8th. — The weather was very clear to- 
day, so that we had several houi*s' twilight, nearly 
9s clear as if the sun had been above the horizon 
in hazy weather. At noon, indeed, the sun must 
have been very near the horizon, by refraotixm^ for 
the sky over it was very beautifully illuminatedf 
6f a bright reddish colour, which vanished gradii- 
idly in its intensity towards the zenith. An ex- 
periment was made to-day on a piece of ice^ simi- 
lar to that which was performed at Petersbuarg^ at 
the marriage of the late Emperor of Russia^ -^I 
allude to the ice-guns that were used on that oc- 
casion* That which we made, however, hardly 
deserved to be called a gun, at least when ecmi«- 
pared with those in question, for the block of ice 
that was- used was only about three feet long, two 
feet broad, and a foot and a half in thickness:; and 
the bore, which was made with: a two-inch augur, 
was about two feet in length ; it was loaded with 
three ounces of powder, but when fired, instead 
of going off like the Russian ice-guns, it burst 
into a thousand fragments. Ice formed on salt- 
water is, from its porosity, very little calculated 
for an experiment of this sort; and if it were in- 
tended to withstand the shock of the explosion, 
the mass, I presume, oi^ht to be larger than that 
which we used. It was, however, the thickest 
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that we can as yet procure ; but if there was aor 
object in repeating the experiment, I have no doubt 
but we shall soon be able to get heavier ice ; for 
that formed on the channel round the ship suice 
Saturday, for it was not cut yesterday on acoouat 
of its being Sunday, was found to-day to be e^ht 
inches thick. 

Wednesdojf^ VJtIu — Nothing of any importanoe 
occurred for this week past, excqit that the wea- 
ther has been getting gradually colder : yetterday 
it was as low as 42^ bdow zero, oooMquently our 
mercurial thermometers are now of do use. The 
severity of the weather, however, does not coo- 
fine the wolves to their dens, for their tracks are 
observed every day, at no great distance finoo the 
ships ; and one of them was bold eaough Hvday 
to chace one of our dogs very doK to the ships, <■* 
rather he followed the dog until that animal took 
refuge under the protection of the penona with 
whom he was walking at the time. The wolC on 
this occasion, betrayed a considerable degree of 
cunning, in order to drcnmvent his intended prey, 
for he never moved whilst the dog was ranniiig to- 
wards him ; but immediately he observed that the 
dog would not approach any nearer, he made Co- 
wards him wkh full speed j and probably* had the 
dog had a great way to run, he would have overtaken 
htm. At the same time that the wolf in question 
was chaMng the dog, another aninud of the same 
kind was heard howling at a little distance c^ but 
the twili^ at the time was so faint that he could 
not be seen. In the evening one of them came 
within seventy or eighty yards of the siiip, anrl 
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kept walking about within that distance for a con- 
siderable time, howling at short intervals during 
the whole time. Their howl is long, and some- 
what lamentable to the ear ; the only sound with 
which I could compare it, is the cadence, or ter- 
minating sound of a bugle-horn at a distance. 
What attracted them so much to-day we supposed 
to be the smell of some of the narwhal's blubber, 
that we killed in the summer, which we were 
boiling on the ice this forenoon. Between three 
and four o'clock this afternoon, a remarkable 
cloud was observed in the south-west : the centre 
of it, indeed, bore S; W. by S. (true). It diverged 
from a centre, at the horizon, in strait lines, or 
columns, which extended to a great distance over 
the surface of the sky : the lower edge of it, oh 
each side, was very straight and well defined ; and 
formed an angle of about 45 "^ with the. horizoiu 
Directly over its centre, instead of straight 4iiiei^ 
it had more the appearance of an immensf^.voiuttie 
of smoke than any thing else. The whole was 
compared by our gunner to a powder-magazine in 
a state of explosion ; which those who had an op- 
portunity of seeing such a sight, thought a very- 
apt comparison ; for the reflected rays of the sun, 
which illiunined that part of the sky behind the 
cloud, gave it very much the appearance of an 
immense explosion. It is probable that this re- 
markable cloud had some connection with the 
Aurora Borealis j for, after it had vanished, which 
took place about six o'clock, that phenomenon was 
seen in the same part of the heavens that the 
cloud occupied: it made its appearance, indeed. 
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of the time ; within 
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only about eighty 
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ing these few days jpast,. the wolves atiH contiitu^f 
to prowl about) for they are often heard howling 
at night iili the neighbourhood of the ships : I have 
said at night, perhaps, improperly, for ever since 
the sun left us, and until i£ returns, it may be 
said to be one continued night ; but, as it is mos^ 
convenient to distinguish the different parts of the 
twenty-four hours, according to the way in which 
we have been accustomed to do, I shall still make 
use of the common distinctive words, of momitig# 
noon^ evening, and nig^ in the same manuM* Jk 
if these distinctions wtte apparent in nature i aoM 
I may remark, that it is not more incongruous to 
continue tiiese ap|ieUal&>i;» now, than maldagr we 
of them ia the sumimer time^ or when the soil is 
never below the boiizmi.. 

Wednesday £4 A. -*-* Another play was perfcmn* 
ed by the officers lliis evemng,. which amused tlie 
people, very mueb, and,. I believe,, tlmt k isi ib^ 
tended to :p^om one every fortnight, dniing ilie 
winter^ if the weather dbes wA get SD^ cold,to to 
prevent it. Thd weatber hie oi kib^ indeed^ been 
very severe,, bat when there is no vtindi. we oati 
take exercoe in the opeti ait without any. ineoQh 
veniem^e^ aJtbough tibe thermometer is gj^ieraJfy 
heAmo&i: 40^ and 50"" bdow^ aero^ A persoyi. caur 
iiot» bowevec, make much use <^ hiS; hands: ki tine 
manner in which fd^ey are cdbliged to be coveted^ 
to prevent being ftiost^bitten : they have, therefere^ 
left off cui:bing the ice round tibe ships, having 
&und that it was iiiAposaible to continue that 
opeitttion with safety to the men ; two or tbtiee 
o^ them indeed, got their toes slightly frost4w!tteii^ 
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come amalgamated with the lead, of which the 
artificial troughs generally used are made. • 
. Tuesday y 30th. — The same thing was observed 
again this evening with regard to the mercury, for 
it became solid at the temperature (by a spirit 
thermometer) of 36° below zero. I do not men- 
tion this, however, as a matter of surprise, for it 
was the same mercury that was used last night, 
consequently it ought of course to freeze again at 
the same temperature. 

Wednesday J December \sL -r- Between seven and 
eight o'clock this evening, four Paraselenae, or 
mock moons, were observed, each at the distance 
of about 21^° from the moon. One of them was 
situated close to the horizon, and another perpen-* 
dicularly above.it; the other two were one 'on 
each side of the moon, in a line parallel with the 
horizon. Their shape was somewhat like that of 
a comet, but incomparably larger, having their 
tails on that side &rthest from the moon ; their 
colour was slightly prismatic^ the side of. them 
that was neai*est the moon being of a light orange, 
colour, which vanished gradually into a yellow 
towards their tail. 

' Shortly after they were seen, a halo, or lumi- 
nous ring, having the moon for its centre, made its 
appearance ; the radius of this ring was equal to 
the distance between the Paraselenae and the 
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* That some impurity in the mercury is the cause .of its 
freezing at such a low temperature is obvious, I think, from this 
circumstance, namely, that the mercury in the mercuriJEil ther- 
mometer did not freeze even at 38°, for the temperature of 
the air was registered by it until it exceeded that cold. 
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Thursday^ 9d. — A Halo, with RrasebraK, 
a cross similar to that above described, vere 
again this evening neariy about the 
It is unnecessary to enter again into a detjdl of 
their appearances, as the abore deseriptaon as* 
swers in every reject to that seen to-oigfat. 

Wednesdajft Sik, — Nothing xKXurred far this 
week past deserving of any pattiajiaT notice ; tiie 
weather has, to our suiprise, been mudx jdum^ 
than we had reason to expect fixun iht mcnxtti of 
November, £br the thermometec, once the btjgift^ 
ning of this months has seldam been lower thas 
3(r, and the avenge cold has not been greaiusr 
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tlian 20"^ below zero. What little wind We haver 
had has been generally from the northward ; but 
I do not mean to imply from this, however, that it 
has been more so this month than the last ; on the 
contrary, I believe the reverse would be nearer 
the truth, for it was almost invariably from the 
northward during the month of November. I 
omitted to mention, at the time it happened, 
which was a few nights ago, that the fox caught 
by the Griper has made his escape, by the cbaii» 
with which he was made fast getting loose* He 
was seen next morning close to the ships, and the 
mark of the chain has been seen on the snow, at 
no great distanpe off, several times since; but I 
think it is probable, unless he is again entrained,' 
that he will soon fall a prey to the wolves, for- he 
must be so much encumbered with the chain that 
he has carried off with him, that he will not be 
able to escape from them should he be pursued^ 
and it must also be a great hindrance to him in 
the way of procuring his food.* 

At the time he was caught, I said very little 
respecting him, any farther than merely a few 
words, stating his size, and general appearance, in 
hopes that I should, as I remarked at the time, be 
able to give a better description of him at some 
future period, when his habits, &c. would be 

* We have reason to suppose that mice constitute the 
.principal part of their food, for we have seen several of these 
iUiimals during the winter, and their tracks are very mtmifirQUft 
oii the snow. They are perfectly white, and are rather larger 
thfMi the common mice, llieir shape indeed is quite diflTerent, fcvf 
they are short, thick, and flattish, and their tail is not above 
Ailf an inch in length. ..,..* 
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better known. I must confess, however, that even 
now, I can add but very litUe to what has been 
said of him at the time he was taken. He became 
daily more domesticated, and was latterly so tame, 
that a person might handle him with great fiw- 
dom, without running any danger of being bittM ; 
he ate any kind of food that was oflfered him, bat 
what he chiefly subsisted an was bread and pesL 

Smdat/ 19<*. —These tea dm 
as barren of events worthy e&iMk 
of equal lengdi since the caacneaceaiSK ic 
winter, for all nature appease, x I sa? wm iu» 
expression, as if she bad gmtt av rsc, ivt 
has spread her sable nnade 9V mL 
ing scene; and tlie n'^rmmm umnat^ ^ 
wolves, and tibe miMhu t 
two ol^ects that 
that reigns orei 

however, and «k3i oqkx mfOKm tf 
are within our reaK2, smn taJatfim. WM^. t^. 
pass veiy cbeexiutr. mtt i uit^ ^tm ^fawr ««f 
continue to digp nou 

or, mcx^ F*^^f<^ lOiSttuii^ Ai0r %3i$r ml «*-Mff& w^ 
sun is £ffth«K Imd. ut. «9i^«» ^ tM^. 4lUtin - *«r 
out on the ia at aiMfi ^tiu ^Mi^ «jl 'Ut»^si«i^ 
whether it ww j w mi iii i * : -)( *t«a( tr k^ >«i''i««r 
and, snrprBBiir aa X m^ apwar >r » >Ma«r 
that the t w a B uflt ywc^fiwiir ie -i»^ 7^ ^ ? «* 
book that luffc «w ^i, Mitl >m0i^* Vt*«-««<K^ 
Frayer-BMiE^fiiPifi^iMr-far fMik<f jr*" '»'>-^ 
find,) aadi, tflMaiip rai«i«3»t|a w ^^ri^^ ^^ 
read k fvrr dS^tfiMttf, .«^-fceyi«^i^ f f U0 

m t 
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presented itself by chance on this occasion con- 
tains a good moral lesson, I hope it will not be 
considered an idle or impions thing to quote 
the sentence that happened to be the subject of 
experitnent. : It was the first verse of the forty- 
sixth Psalm : God is our hope and strength : a very 
present kelp in troubk. In addition to what has 
been said, I ought also to mention that the wea- 
ther at the time was rather cloudy, so that very 
few stars could be seen, and: the moon's declin- 
ation was about 15i^ S., consequently below the 
horizon ; therefore the twilight was the only sotifce 
from which we could receive any ligbt at the time* 
My object in being so minute in detailing this cir- - 
cumstance is simply to give an idea of the de^ee 
or quantity of light that we still receive ' from the 
sun. It must not be understood, th'ereforef, that I 
mentioned it as any thing extraordinary or unex- 
pected ; for even if such were my design, I should 
be only exposing my own ignorance, since it is 
known to every person that the twilight does not 
cease until the sun is eighteen degrees below the 
horizon, or passed the imaginary line called the 
crepusculum. • i^ 

I have omitted to mention until this time, that,.* 
ever since we came into this harbour we have used 
no other water except that which is obtained by 
the melting of snow ; and yet we have notfo^d 
any of .those bad effects from it that are mentioned 
by Captain James in his disastrous voyage in' search^ 
of the north-west passage in the year 1631 ; for 
he says, that the snow-water made himself and 
his people 30 short-bteathed that they could hardly 
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' the discovery of the 
wards and hoooms tftoc wS k seao^ vjiut. ^ w 
returning home;, after ycrltcsuDsr «ucl wt ^ssss^vs- 
dinary service. And^aifw^se I w»aui(rnt iuii^^ 
it appeared to aaiwcr vtmaaabthr w^ iw: |iir^ 
«pose it was inteiMkd fir. Tke':s0S3uvu0!S0BrA'iu'. 
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venience they may have suffered from the state of 
the weather. 

Although it miay perhaps to some appear a .fti- 
vplous anecdote what I am about to mention, yet 
I cannot help noticing it, as it tends to show the 
:&vourable reception with which the dramatic piece 
in question was received, and at the same time 
exhibits in a very noted manner the misapplication 
of words by men who make use of terms or ex- 
pressions which they do not thoroughly under- 
stand themselves. Whilst the curtain was down 
between the first and second acts, all the men were 
conversing together, extolling the merits of the 
new play, when the boatswain, wishing to pay a 
higher coriipliment to it than any other person, sstid 
that it was much superior to fine or excellent (the 
epithets of approbation used by the seamen) ; 
that it was " in fact, real philosophy !" 

Saturday f 25th. — Notwithstanding our seques- 
tered situation, and the climate in which we are 
situated, we spent Christmas-day as happily as we 
could do in England, with the exception of b^ng 
amongst our friends. Indeed, the only thing that 
could give us any concern, was their not knowing 
that we are so comfortable. As far as meat and 
drink were -concerned in making us comfortable^ 
we had certainly every reason to be so, for we 
afred most sumptuously, had excellent roast beef 
and venison, and plenty of good port wine, and 
above all, good health to enjoy these luxuries.* 

^ The weather to-day was what we are now accustomed to 
call mild; tl^e thermometer being only 24^ ; a temperature ia 
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ushered in without sdt remsikidue event ix^ 
tinguish itpaiticukriT-. tiie cold li» noru » w 
pected, been at aH serene; for the -diennamfiKr 
at midnight last (that is at the -mrnnfffiT of liie 
commencement irf'liie jearj wm^ onlr 5"". ^About 11 
o'clock this fofienoon a verr beautiful halo, 4£^ in 
diameter, was obserred nnmd the jncxm. It was in- 
tersected by two Immnoofi calunms of a vfillowab 
white colour, which crossed each other at right an- 
gles over the moon's disc The breadth of this cnMK, 
or rather the columns that &nned it, were equal to 
the moon's diameter, in her immediate vicinxtT; 
but, as they receded front her, ther became nar- 
rower, so that at the place where tlMsr toucfaed the 
halo, thej had tapered to sodi a amall point that 
they were scarcely viable. In thoae points of the 
halo, where they terminated, were laminaai ifMHi, 
or paraselenas : the two bofizontal ones, ar tiuiae 
situated in that part of the Gxtit^ where the borw 
zontal column oi light ended, nhihited in the 
prismatic colours very beantifuDy, and each ^ 
them had along tail proceedii^ £rom them, similar 
to that which I described on a former orcaaioa, 
when mentioning the appearance d[ a pbcnomeaaa 
of the same kind. The luminoos ^oc, or pacMe^ 
lene, in that part of the halo immediately above -iie 
moon, was oi a veiy £unt ccioar, when coooar^^ 
with the two just mentioned, and the mnrth vi«% 



a calm day sodi at dub waa, k noc at aiU IncAnvAni^nf. . mH 
indeed, as pleasant a walk to-daj, fiir jovante if m inmr :<• ^ 
it had beea in Elfda FML 
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thatis.tOrSay, if it existed, was hid from us, owing 
to its beii^'(as well as a segment of the halo) below 
the horizon, the moon's altitude being only about 
18^ The halo itself was not equally bright all 
round, for in those parts that were equidistant, that 
is 4«5^ from the paraselenae, it was of a very faint 
colbur,.andfrom these points towards the paraselene 
it became gradually brighter. Like the Aurora Bo- 
realis, its intervention did not obstruct the light of 
4;he stars that it chanced to pass over, for the planet 
Mars happened to be situated in the brightest part 
of the horizontal luminous column, and yet it ap* 
peared as bright as usual; its reddish colour seemed, 
indeed, to be a little increased in its brilliancy. This 
halo, as well as that described last month, happened 
about the time of full moon. ' A hole was cut 
through the ice to-day, to ascertain the thickness 
of it, which was found to be four feet one inch» 
exclusive of the snow that was on it. - - 

Sunday J Qd. — Another halo was seen about the 
moon this forenoon, similar in every respect to that 
' described yesterday, except that there was a seg- 
ment of another halo touching its upper side. 
The colour of this segment was much lighter than 
that of the halo itself. The moon's altitude at the 
time the halo was seen, was 17% consequently a 
segment of it was, as I mentioned yesterday, below 
the horizon. 

, . Thursday f 6th. — .The officers performed the 
farce called " Bon Ton" this evening, in a lower 
temperature than perhaps any thing of the kind had 
, ever been done before, at least by Europeans ; foir 
4 thermometer, hung up in front of the stage, stood 
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open air taa ^^jeruvoL inr -tae KrawiK: t'' -^^^^sr^ 
ment. It had zwc vxL.wmsrvt ->£S acxufiH? tr >ri.' 
when it be^K% ^SMTgHi- am ja ±;^ ^i<vs^^ c ^^a^ 
an hour it EncfraflK: af rtK *9aii»f>::4fi:^ f ^n^.^ 
and not unBke x jnosef Ji vf^iaeata^^^ i ^^ir 
became haider ^200: r^OL ^irtumjgts BfA' ^ ter^« ^r^ 
upwards of aa iiwir ;: ir «» ttj^ tn^scj^- jl i^- 



longer to the faas^ Tom^smm*^ mt h^tiut 22^ -ik^. 
difierenoe it fCfMuad iKstL -iMor r, >:<a»^, ir^^^ 
being in ecnmatxnui tnw^usmg^jt 0i0iu^-Msir.'iu^ 
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'we tasted it at » £Keet' mce^ Vjttit^ir. ftUfcanr 
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any inconvenience from it, except a little smarting 
of the tongue, 

Saturdajfy 15th. — Between seven and eight 
o'clock this evening, the Aurora Borealis was seen 
forming a beautiful arch, coincident with the plane 
of the meridian, and extending from the southera 
horizon, across the zenith to the northern horizon^ 
After remaining stationary and of this shape for 
about ten minutes, it then formed an ellipsis of 
great extent, whose transverse diameter was also 
parallel with the plane of the meridian, and situated 
on the east side of it, and in such a position thi^ 
the west side of the elHpsis reached the zenith. It 
remained of this form only a few minutes, and 
then assumed a variety of shapes, which were con- 
stantly varying, being chiefly shooting in streams 
from the southern horizon towards the zenith. 

Wednesday y 19/A. — One of our dogs had a 
severe fight with a wolf this morning, at the dis- 
tance of between two and three hundred yard^ 
from the ships ; it was so early in the morning, 
however, that they were not seen at the time, but 
in the course of the forenoon, the place where thp 
conflict happened, was soon, and indeed es^y 
found out, from the blood and tufts of hair left cw 
the snow. It is impossible to say which <^ tbeiii 
was beat : I think, indeed, that they psute^ ^ 
mutual consent, for both of them must hai^^ 
suflered considerably : what the dog has sustain^MJl 
there is certainly no question about it, for we b^ve 
seen the extent of the damage, which is a s^verie 
laceration of the integuments of the lower jaw ^^ 
fore-part of tiie throat : there appears, indeedj to l^e 
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a piece taken out of that part of the neck over the 
root of the tongue. Although we have not actually 
seen the wounds that the wolf received, vet there 
are two or three circumstances which lead us to 
suppose, that he suffered at least as much as the 
dog : for, in the first place, the dog is a veiy 
powerful one, and certainly much superior in point 
of strength to the wolf; and, in the next place, we 
found a considerable quantity of blood at a place, 
where the latter animal had lain down, about a 
mile from the ships, from which we may conclude 
that he had received some serious wounds, since 
the blood was not staunched after having gone that 
distance in such weather as this. We were some- 
what at loss at first^ when the dog came on board, 
to know what animal he had been fighting with, 
for we had no reason to think that it had been with 
a woli^ since a dog belonging to one of the officers 
of the Griper has been seen frequently with a wolf, 
that has been in the habit of comiDg within sigfat 
of the ships for several days past ; indeed, the dog 
in question had been away the greatest pan of lact 
night and this morning, as we suppose, with a wdil 
The only way therefore in which I can account tor 
the favourable reception with which one dog has 
been received, whilst another has been so roughly 
used, is thus : that the latter may have fallen in 
with a male wolf^ at the same time that the former 
may have been paying his court to the female ; 
besides, the Griper's dog is mostly of the same 
colour as the w<dves themselves, and might thcre^ 
fore very possiUy be nnstaken by them for ime of 
their own species; but our dog» being perfi^iy 
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black, could not be easily taken for an animal of 
their own kind. I mention . these circumstances, 
however, as a mere matter of opinion, and I have 
no doubt but it will be considered, that I have 
said : more . about the subject altogether than it 
deserved. . ; , 

Thursday f Pebruary 3d. — Nothing of any im- 
portance occurred for this fortnight past ; the 
weather has been for most part of the .time more 
boisterous than we have usually had it during the 
; first part of the winter,, the thermometer has there- 
. fore. npver been very low ; .for, from the SOth.of last 
month, until two o'clock this afternoon,:, it had 
never been below 40° ; this evening however it 
. came on a calm, and the thermometer .before 
« midnight fell as low as 44°. For some days past 
we. have had. so much light about noon, that both 
; officers and men generally, went to the jna^t-head 
.to look out for the sun ; for although iwe were 
. perfectly aware of the time on which it ought to 
; reappear, according to its declination, yet as the 
. Dutch navigator, Barentz, saw it at Nova Zembla 
several days before it ought to be seen, in the lati- 
,tude in which, he wintered, we had reason to 
. suppose that whatever effect refraction might, have 
there, the same might be expected to! take place 
.here. . Notwithstanding our vigilance, we .always 
foundr however, that although .it must have been 
,very nigh the horizon for some days past, that it 
i never . appeared above it until to-day. !* , As the 

* It deserves to be mentioned, that although we have not 
seen tlie sun 'so long before the time it ought to be 'seen as 
Barentz didy yet that its reappearance to-day is three days 



TO THE ARCTIC SZGIONJL 173 

forenoon was venr nne and cLtsar. we imoe mwz jc 
seeing it ; several of ik were ^ieraar* in "ie :nain* 
top about half past deves, i^ nr^iicomt i& rsurr. 
and at twelve, or rathera few xmonte^ siier^wttaLt 
the pleasure of seeing the gkmom' laminanr xipaxu 
afler an absence of ninetv-two dBT& It if more 
easy to conceive than describe the pleasure that 
every person felt on this occasion^ at again seeing 
that heavenly agent, which is to set us free from 
confinement. ' But I consider, that to do justice to 
this subject, and to the sensations excited by so 
sublime and joyful a agfat, would require my 
entering into, rhapsodies, more suitable to the effii- 
sions of a poetical imagination, than the unadorned 
language o£ a plain narrator; I shall therefore 
avoid sa3dng any thing more about the matter. 
During the time the sun was above the horizon \ 
a vertical column of a beautiful red colour extended 
from it towards the zenith, the colour of it was 
most brilliant near the sun, and diminished gradu- 
ally as it went upwards. It was observed also^ that 



sooner than it ought to be seen in this latitu|dey according to its 
declination ; but when we consider the density of the atmo- 
sphere in these r^onsi and consequently itraftreased refisctiye 
power, we ought not to be surprised, but, on the contraryi 
rather expect to find that the sun would reappear some time 
before ft got within 90^ of os, after allowing fiv the ordinary 
refraction.' 

* There was a little thin haze in the horizon, §o that the 
sun's disc was not wdl defined;' from this firrw*f»»iw^ ooe ar 
two persons who woe JnrBnfd to be sceptical, daai^^ cy«ft 
the sun bein^ abote dbe boriaon ai all ; but dwrarUft af Ai* 
sort will alwayi appm ■ aiAjccta thas adrnfe ^ %4m^^ 



174 A VOYAGE OP DISCO VEET 

it was not always of the same brilliancy, but that it 
twinkled so that the upper part of it vanished 
altogether for a moment ; it then instantaneously 
brightened up as splendid as before ; this twinkling 
went on in quick succession, during the whole 
time the column appeared. Its breadth was about 
equal to the sun's diameter, and its height, or 
altitude, when in its greatest splendouf, wa;s be- 
tween four and five degrees. 

Friday t 11/A. — Thedog belonging to one of 
the oflScers of the Griper, which has been men- 
tioned some time ago^ as having been in the habit 
of paying visits to the wolves, or at all events on 
being on very familiar terms with them, has been 
missing since the 2d inst. He was suppo9ed» finr 
the first day or two, to have remained only a little 
longer than usual to gmtify his amorous propeiisities^ 
and that, after his desires had been satiated, cold 
and hunger would induce him to return. But the 
length of time that he has now been away, leaves^ 
I think, very Uttle hope that we shall see him a,iiy 
more. It is most probable that they decoyed him 
into one of their dens, and there destroyed him j 
some, however, are of opinion that he lost his way 
in returning to the ships, and ultimately perished 
by the cold ; but as it is a subject not worthy of 
any great speculation, I shall not say any mor^ 
about it. It is possible, indeed, that when the snow 
melts in the spring, we shall fall in with some 
remains of him that will tend to show the' manner 
\ix which h^ was lost. The weather to-day, and for 
max^ daysp^st, has been very fine ; from ten^o'doc^ 
in the forenoon, until two in the afternoon, tb6re is 
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generally a zone or belt, of a beautijiul red cci^yai, 
all round the horizon, from the S. £. round tnr 
north to the S. W. The breadth of this ring i$ 
from four to five degrees ; it is brightest near the 
horizon, and its colour diminishes gradually 
towards its upper edge, where it terminates in a 
pale yellow. The colour of the sky above this 
belt is of the finest blue, which increases gradually 
in its intensity, or darkness, towards the zenith. 
The Aurora Borealis has been seen for some nights 
past, but never very brilliant; the electrometer 
has been tried, but it was not afiected by it, nor 
has any effect been produced by it on the moat 
sensible of our azimuth-compasses. 

Monday J lUlu — Thq thermometer tliis after- 
noon feU to 54® below zero, which is the greatest 
cold that we have yet registered, or indeed that 
we have any well authenticated account of any 
one else having registered. * The weather at the 
time was perfectly calm, and although certainly 
cold, it was so fer from being intolerably so, that 
we walked about in the open air without any 
inconvenience, and without any additional clothing 
more than we have been accustomed to wear 
throughout the winter. I am of opinion, indeed, 
that a much greater degree oi cold might be ea- 
dured in cahn weather without suflferinganv bad 
effect from it, for the feelings does not appear by 

■ 

* M. Haiiy indeed mentions that itbncoided in the 
actions of the Academy of Ptenbnig, thtt . temperatoit ^ 
^low «ero lam been wgi«e«d%oce j. J^e^J 
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any means to be so sensible after the tbesimpmeter 
has fallen, to between 30** or 40° below zero. 
. We had a,good instance to-day. of the effect that 
different colours have in. reflecting heatj for, the 
piece of board on which the thermometers were 
suspended had one side of it painted black, and 
the other side white, that is of the colour of the 
wood itself, and it was observed that the ther- 
mometer suspended on the black side, • never 
fell lower than 52°, while the one . that hung 
on the white side of the board stood at 54°. * >. I 
remarked' also at this time that the- snipke 
from thC; ships rose quite perpendicularly, . (there, 
being no wind at the time,) so that a lowj. tem- 
perature ;^lone does not appear to be sufficient to 
produce the phenomenon of smoke falling fo. the 
ground as soine have observed, but which I ;must 
confess I have never seen myself, although I have, 
frequently, during this winter, looked out for the. 
thing. I have observed, indeed, two or three 
times, :that the vapour from the coppers, whenjthey 
were melting suow, condensed, and fell immecUate- 
ly it came into the open air ; but this is easily ac-; 
counted for, nor could indeed any thing else, be 
expected , than that aqueous vapour would, on 
coming into a temperature of thirty or .forty, 
degrees below zero, immediately condense, and 
consequently ^11. 

Tuesday y 15th. — At six o'clock this morning 



#' 



* As the piece of board on which they (thermometers) were 
suspended, was set up on the ic^e at a considerable distance, 
(perhaps from 80 to 90 yards) from the ship, we are certaia 
that this difference could not be caused by any locality, or 
substance that was near it. 
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the thomooiets was as linr a .3S*, bnt x i^it 
breeze hmmg ^^nmg up afaiKtljr aAcx; it ioaa roM- 

coldest tbat we 0S Hfiei^ ID 6bps tfaii 
made an experimoit. wincfa, aittumsft t 



jDMfltiQiiedy. afr it scesiiniiiies' jh i 
ner tfae- rapi'rirry wtdt wtsiiSL 
icb a tKflipmacxiis^ iff i^ ] 



to-daj. The tifemaiefst at (qvesdim -Jt *tiii»: ^ 
took a qoart boltk^ fiiiD filf &C!dii waOBT *ti 'tttf nian^ 
top, and theie poored it i Hmwi^ i a gmJl . nilim i ifar , 
when it was fimnd that hr ibe time tiie dropf of 
water had fidlen to the rooting orer ihe Aip, thejr 
bad congealed into irregular spherical maMffi 
The hei^^t between the nudn-top and the place 
on which they fell was 40 feet 8 inches. * 

Thursday^ VJtiu — The thermometer in my 
cabin last night was as low as 10% and the average 
height of it there for these ten days past has been 
from 15^ to 20^ ; in the day time, indeed, it some* 
times rises to ^l"", but sddom ever above thaL 

Thursday^ 24(ft. — Nothing of any impartMDot 
occurred for this wed^ past; but an event took 
place to-day rather of an unpleasant nature, for at 
a quarter past ten in the forenoon, the house oo 

• I ought to mendoD, hovmr, dist thewsterdid aot&D 
qm^perpcDdicuIar, oiriiig to . Hgfct sirof wisd that »»ted 
atthetane; awwipentljit "« hsrc tstoi more time is 

J«« «!• two «eJ?^ "* •'•"^^ *^ - 
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9)hn^ wa« ot>s^)*y&4 to. b^ on fire; every pets^ ndl 
iii^mediatelj to put it out ; but the mats with wfatc$ 
t^e inside of it vras lined were so diy, that it Ww 
fimnd impossible to extinguish it» ot rathet t» 
smotber it, for» as we hod no Water^ the only thtn^^ 
that we could substitute for it Was snow, ¥4iic& 
was thrown on it in great abundance, but witk 
very little effect j for, notwithstanding the violence 
of .the fire, it melted but very little o£ the. snow«. 
But although it did not extinguish the fire, it an^ 
swered another purpose, almost equally b^Dieficialy 
Iim: by covering the different astronomical instru^ 
meiits, &c., they were secured from the fire, andr 
after this important point had been accompli^ied|} 
the roofing was pulled off, and in a few mintttti^ 
after the fire was extinguished. After the MKfie 
was . thrown out, it was found that very liSSte 
damage bad been done to any of the instruineiits p 
the astronomical clocks, which were the most 
valuable articled there, were fortunately in the 
<:ases a$ they were landed, which secured them 
completelyt A repeating circle was^ indeed^ the 
pply instrument of any importance that was in«^ 
jured ; and the only damage it sustained was itir 
levels having got broke, most probably by the 
boiling of the spirits that they contained. A pair 
of mountain barometers^ and two or three thermo- 
meters. Were, I understand, tiiie only instmmMitv 
that wef e destroyed. I ought to mentiott, howf 
ever, that several articles of wearing apparet (thj^ 
had been taken there to get washed,) were qoo* 
sumed, and three, or four fowling^itees, thjit luid^ 
been there undergoing some repair, hftd thefr «5«Jci» 
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very much dis^pired» and one or trwo of them ^rm* 
dered nnsemceable altogether; bat. ipnn "hr 
whole, I think much less damage was ione "han 
we had at one time reason to expect, for the Ton- 
flagration at the time the rootinq: wx«5 takinjr ^tf. 
gave little hopes of any thins being -av.-rfi. 'I/jn. 
siderable as the fire wa.<, its fnff'ience :r h*-ar •*':- 
tended but a verv little wav. f^r ^trvr-ii r -ni! 
officers and men were frost-bitter., *.:*? nr- r -t * 
particular, who were in the hou^e ^'. "'r.-r :— *: •'* 
fire commenced,suffered verv sever e>; -r.-r ::*"^r-, 
indeed, is in great danger of lo^inz ^'-rT.r: .: " « 
fingers, for, notwithstanding every eff>r: wi*, i.-:i 
is still making to restore them to life, i20?t or ir.r-::! 
are, as yet, without the least sensarion. Seme : iez 
may be formed of the state they were in when r.:- 
came on board, from this circumstance, thit wher. 
they were immersed in a small tub of cold wat*^ 
for the purpose of thawing them, the cold tr.ey 
communicated to the water was so ^eat that a 
thin film of ice was immediatelv formed on it^ «ur- 

m 

face. This may appear to some to be so extraor- 
dinary, as to be almost incredible, and I hav r i^: 
doubt that I should be apt to di>be!:trv^ .r i. <, 
had I not been an eve-witness of the thing* n:Tie;r. 
but this was certainly one of the crAiitisT. 
ever experienced, for it blew very fr»sh. 
thermometer was at the time we w-^r-* :!;•: *: . / 
below zero; what must therefore ze -ne *rfr^ ^' 
such a cold on a man having his lar* i^niti •-.. 
posed to it for an hour, as was 'Me vaan v«tli l»^ 
man in question ? The way in whirh "iip m* ir#)ir*- 
ojut at first, was by some ciodies wtiirh mm; t^mf 

n t 
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up close to the Stove having caught lire, which 
Communicated it immediately to the dry mats with 
which the inside of the house was lined. 

Monday, 28th. — We had a portion of the 2d, 
19th, and 22d articles of war read on the quarter- 
deck to-day, and after that a long order relating 
chiefly to some difference between two of the oflS- 
cers some days ago. 

Wednesday i March 8th. — Nothing has occurred 
for this week past deserving of particular notice, 
except haloes and parhelia, which have been seen at 
different times tound the sun^ their usual distance, 
or I may say, indeed, their almost invariable dis- 
tance from it is about 22^*" ; although from their 
edge being sometimes but badly defined, it is 
found at times to be a few minutes, and sometimes 
even a degree less. The most beautiful pheno- 
menon- of this kind that I have yet seen was ob- 
served this afternoon ; the parhelia were so bright, 
that had the sun not been in sight, either of them 
(for there were twq) might be supposed to be it, 
behind a thin cloud. They were parallel to tUe^ 
^orizon, at the usual distance from the sun, aiid 
situated so that a straight line drawn from the one 
to the other would pass through the sun. The 
aide of them that was nearest to it was of a bright 
reddish colour, which vanished gradually into 
orange, and that again into yellow i but instead of 
the rest of the prismatic colours following this, as 
usual, in succession, the next colour was a very 
brilliant white, which occupied the centre of tie 
parhelia. The halo was also very beautiful, atid 
presented all the prismatic colours faintly. 

^15 •■ ■''"'-• 
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The weather, for two or three days past, has 
been much finer than we have had it snce the 
commencement of the winter, for the thermometer 
was for some hours yesterday, and the day before, 
above zero ; and at two o'clock yesterday after- 
noon, when placed in the sun under the stem ot' 
the ship, it rose to 35. 

Tuesday y 14/A. — One of the men who was frost- 
bitten when the house was burnt a fortnight ago, 
had a part of three fingers of the left, and two of 
the right hand amputated to-day, in consequence 
of what he sufiered at that time, having destroyed 
Kfe in- the joints that were removed. Whatever 
the process is that destroys vitality by means of 
cold, its efiects on the parts that are destroyed are 
very different from that produced by sphacelus, 
or mortification of any other kind, that I remem- 
ber having ever seen ; for neither the sze, nor the 
texture of the parts in question, were in the least 
altered, except tltat the sldn and nails came off a 
few days ago. 

The destruction of the skin, or rather the de* 
tachment of it, has almost invariably taken place 
in every case of frost-bite that has occurred ance 
the beginning of the winter. Of the mode o^ 
treating them, although ourpractioe has been ver* 
condderable, I am not aware that we can tslz^^ 
any additional light on the subject. Fiiaicc^ vjui 
snow at first, and afterwards in u ner ik m is cfid 
water, until sensation is restored, 9pfeu\ to be tfe 
best applications to b^gin with; and wfaca cold 
applications did not sabdoe in 
inflammation that a ft e rw uds 

y 3 
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observed that cataplasms were the most efficaciodii^ 
remedies. ^ 

Thursday y 16/A* — The weather, for these ten. 
days past, has been, generally speaking, very 
windy, which we attribute,, as is customary, ta 
the approach of the equinox. The temperature 
of the air still keeps very low, for the thermometer^ 
to-day, at noon, in the shade, was 21 "^ below zero j 
whilst, in the sun, at the same time, it rose to 
29% making the extraordinary difference of 50** 
between the sun and the shade. The officers per-s 
formed this evening the last play that is intended 
to be acted this season ; and after it, was spoken a 
very appropriate epilogue, written for the occasion, 
by Mr. Wakeham. 

Monday y 20/A. -— A large white bird was 9eeato^ 
day by two of our men, wha were on shore j it isr 
generally supposed that it was an owl ; but the 
men themselves think that it was a glaucous g^» 
or burgomaster as they call it ; and as one .of those 
who saw it has been often in Greenland, and con* 
sequently must have frequently seen these birds,, 
some deference is certainly due to his opinion,, 
however much we m^ay be surprised to find a birc^ 
of this kind in these regions so early^ 

Thursday^ 23d. — A hole was made to*d^ 
through the ice, about a cable's length from th^ 
shipi for the purpose of ascertaining its thickness^ 
whiqh was found to be six feet six inches,^ e^clu-^ 
sive of six or seven inches of snow that lay on^it^ 
surface. Although the temperature of the air: ia 
ttill much b^Qw the freezing pointy it may be.j^e-^ 
wmed, I think, that the ice will not increase 
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enough of curiosity to cause an enquiry to he 
made, if any person in either ship had cut the 
letter in question ; when it was found, that one of 
the men belonging to the Griper, who was of the 
party that lost their way in the month of September 
last, recollected bis having, during the time they 
were, away, cut the letter P; which is the first of 
his name (viz. Peter Fisher), on a stone, whilst lie 
was sitting down resting himself* From this^eir- 
cumstance it would appear, that the party in 
question, instead of goings as some of them 
thought, a great way inland, must have gone . to 
the eastward, at no great distance from the coast, 
for the distance between the place where the stone 
was picked up,, and where the ships then lay/ is 
upwards of ^ twenty miles, so that their going and 
returning over that space would occupy no« incon^ 
siderable portion of the time they were away. : 

Wednesday f 5th. — The weather to-day, and for 
some days past, has been remarkably fine : the 
thermometer in the sun this afternoon rose as high 
as 46° ; in the shade, however, it still keeps low; 
at four o'clock this morning it was M^ below zero^ 
and even at noon it was 12^ 

In speaking of the scurvy having made its^ap- 
pearance last .month, I omitted to mention that 
several cases of it occurred also in the Griper about 
the same time, one or two of them with symptoms 
rather more unfavourable than any we had ' hdre* 
In consequence of this, and their having a gveatef 
proporticHi of cases than we had, it was deoiaed 
expedient to remove the men's bed^places,' aQ4 to 
substitute hammocks for them, as it was suppdaefl 
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that the dampness oocasioDed iinrTtff ^bsbl it tmr 
victuals, and breath, &c candeDsinr i£ Tiier t»sf &- 
places, from the smaUnes a£ their deck, bad beex 
conducive to the increase of the /^iap»«*- ITbax 
share of influence this altentioD has had in pro- 
ducing the favourable change that has siixx taken 
place, I will not venture to assert; but I have 
pleasure in stating, that all those who were ill in 
both ships are now recovering fast ; and, indeed, 
with the exception of one or two, are all quite 
well.* 

Sunday f ^th. — Haloes and parhelia have been 
seen at different times since the beginning of this 
month ; but as none of them diflered in any way 
from those that have been already described, I have 
omitted saying any thing about them. One was 
seen to-day, however, which diflfered very mate- 
rially from any that we have hitherto seen. It first 
appeared at noon, and continiied visiUe until n 
o'clock in the evening. It exhibited the greatest 
display of coloors about one o'ckidL It oonsuted 
of one complete halo, 45^ in dtameter, azul a^- 
ments of several other haloes ; the mo«t perfect 
of them was immediately abore it^ where their 
peripheries touched: the other MgiKiMs ««re ok 
on each side of the halo, not waSSkm pirt» ^ a 
rainbow resting on tlie honum ; and tv9 dnon r; 
that is, between it and the naidL Bettde» t:u«wt, 
there was another oooqikteriBigpiof a pak: vi::ir>^ ^/v 
lour, ndiich went iig|bt raand Ifce Wky^ porsuLel with 
the horizDO^ and at a dMaoee Ami k crpiai Mtfie 
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ttm^f tdtituiie. Where this ring or circle cut tibe^baHti 
there were twa parhelia, and another close to the 
bwjson, directly under the sun ; this was by far th^ 
most brilliant dTthe parhelia, beingrexactly ISte the 
mill slightly obscured by a thin clpud at its rising or 
Setting* With respect to the colours of the othet 
pufhelia and haloes, I may say of them in general^ 
that they were prismatic^ and shpwed them morq 
or iem to adv^ntago, according ta the state of the 
weather : wb^n there was a little snow falling, as 
was frequently the case during the day, the di£^ 
ferent colours shone with the greatest splendour. 
I have a}wa}^ observed, indeed, when these haloes^ 
or paifielift are seen, that there is a little snow 
fifUx^gf or rather small spieubp, or fine crystals of 

Fridfl^f 14<^««-^One of our dogs, which had 
bofn wi);h a wolf for these three days past, re# 
turi)ed to the ship this mcmiing, without having 
•ufl^d any injury from its ravenous companion^ 
which we suspect to be a she^wol^ from thein-^ 
timacy that appeared to subsist between them. On 
Wednesday, a party of us were within a hundred 
yards of them* when another dog that we had 
with us ran up to them } but he appeared^ bf 
a very unwelcome visitor, for she gave him a few 
rough shakes, which soon sent him back howling* 
Sh9 was about the size of a Newfoundland dog» 
and not unlike one in shape, only thai her tail was 
longer, for it reached the ground. The weather 
ia .€ne and cleiur y but» considering the .advanced 
state of the season, it is much colder than we anti- 

dps^ted to have it 9^ this time ; fw the thf^owmetef 

has been for several nights past as low as 30"* t and 
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the average temperature thrpughout the wholf 
day is 20*^ below zera 

Thursdca/f ^/7^«<— There has b^en a conaidepw 
able fall of snow to*day ; and it fell in flakes* 
which is different from any that we have seen 
since last summer ; for what fell during the winter^ 
used always to be something like fine powder^ 
The weather^ since this fall of snow, has become 
much milder than it was before ; this afternoon 
the thermometer in the shade rose as high as 4^ 
above zero, the wind at the time being from the 
southward and eastward^ which we always find tq 
be the warmest wind.* 

Wednesday J 26^ -^ The weather continues to 
improve ; the snow thftt was ou the roofing of the 
ships all melted off to«day ; and on shore, where 
the black turf appears through the snow, the edge 
of the snow has dissolved a little $ and the plants 
that are uncovered in these places, are already 
beginning to bud. The ground, however, is more 
generally covered with snow, than it has beea 
since the beginning of the winter ; for the snow 
that fell lately has been, as I have already men- 
tioned, moister than usual, so that it has not blown 
off as it used. to do. The wolf has been frequently 
seen of late, and the dog that I have before-meup 
tioned continues to pay her his visits : he gene- 
rally, indeed, remains with her for two or three days 

* It is onljr within . this month past, however, that we have 
found that the S. £. wind has been warmer than any other ; 
for it may be remembered that I remarked during the winter 
that we found no difierence in point of warmth from whnfever 
direction the wind was. 
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at a time. They keep, for most part of ttte time, 
within sight of the ships ; but she is so wary, that 
it is impossible to get within gun-shot of her ; and 
the traps that we have are too small to hold her^^ — 
for spine animal, which we suppose to be a wolf, 
has been in them once or twice, but yet managed 
to get away. ! 

They have, within these few days past, been 
surveying the provisions, fuel, and stores of the 
Griper. They have not yet finished, so that the 
report of survey is not yet made out. I under- 
stand, however, that the frost has done some da- 
mage to. their lemon-juice, by bursting many of the 
bottlies. This, indeed, is a thing that has occurred 
to our own, and with which we have been aci 
qiiainted for a long time past ; for, in many of the 
lemon-juice cases that were opened during the 
winter, several bottles were found broken. 

Tlmrsday^ Mayiith. — An order has been issuecl 
to-day, stating^that the officers and men of bath 
ships are to be reduced to two- thirds*" allowance of 
all sorts of provisions, except " meat, and sugar 
for cocqa,** on the 8th instant. Whether this re- 
gulation is in consequence of any deficiency that 
has been found by the late survey or not, T ani 
unable to say, as the order did not state the 
teason ; but certainly there must be good reasons 
for adopting such a measure, particularly at this 
time, when active employment is about to com- 
mence. The weather is now improving daily i 
the thermometer, about midnight, generally falls 
as low as zero, but during the day it is, for the 
most part of the time, from 10'' to 15*" above it ; 
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and on the 30th of last month it rose to Si\ 
which is the greatest heat that we have experi- 
enced since we came to Winter Harbour. 

The people have been employed, during these 
two days past, clearing away the snow that was 
banked up against the ship's sides at the begin- 
ning of the winter ; and, after it is cleared off, 
it is intended to cut the ice round the ship, for it 
is not considered safe to put ballast into her whilst 
fast in the ice. 

In that part where they have cleared away the 
snow, we had an opportunity of observing that the 
ice has not increased in thickness from its upper 
surface during the winter ; for the sur£ux of the 
ice on the channel that they used to cut rouad 
the ship was exactly in the same positioa, with 
respect to her sides, as when they 1^ off eatdng 
it ; and the ice on the edge or bank of this chan^ 
nel was a few inches higher than it, just the some 
as it was before it was covered with siow. My 
reason for mentioning this drcumstaacey iSv be^ 
cause an opinion was some time ago entertaaied 
that a considerable part of the doe4ce wa^ fonktd 
by the snow which fell upon it, oouutkiacii^ 'U 
its surface; and, certainly, there was vctj g:^^ 
foundation for siqiposing tins to be dut cjKv i^ 
the water obtained from the Ackhoe:, 
solved, we neier found to be »r 
slightly brackish, and that viucb we fi 
pools on its surfiftce was so fresh, 
water the ship from them. It it 
ever, from the for^gaiog dxcumsu 
others that might be adduced, if 
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the Mtt^ is formed from the water, and not £retir 
tile moiWi although there can be no doubt but Ha^ 
kfeter adds veiy material^ to the thicknefti d the^ 
Snce the first of tUa mondi, t^e sUn baa 
abeve the hills at midnight, so that uTe 
have now lost llie natural distinction of day aitdt 
mght; however, for the sake of perspictdtjtVF 
shall continue to use these terms. 

Wednesday^ 10th. -^ Nothing has occurred fiojt 
this week past deserving of notice, except titer 
gradual improvement in iht state of the weather, 
jknd that, indeed, is veiy ' slow ; for the thermo- 
meter, even now, fell at midni^t to zero ; the 
progress of vegetation -is, however, beginning to 
be very perceptible. The people haVe been eni-' 
ployed as above mentioned, cutting the ice round 
die ship. The average thickness of it is about 
seven feet^ which I think may be presumed to h€ 
tbe general thickness of att the ice on this har- 
bour, and perhaps, indeed, of ail the ice that has 
been formed ofi' this coast during the last winter. 
- Friday, 12th. -^ At two o'clock this afternoon 
the thermometer in the shade rose ais high as 
18^, although the wind at the time was from 
the northward; we had besides to-day another 
instance of the approach of summer, which is that 
6f a ptarmigan having been seen. Its plumage^ 
with the exception of the tips of the tail feathers, 
was perfectly white, and thede were of a jet-Hack' 
Colour. 

Saturday i 13th. — Aptarmigan was shot to-day,' 
which is supposed to be that seen yesterday, as U 
was found near the Samfe place ; it was in very good 
eoni^ition, i[rom which we might infer, if we were 
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lu doulit about the matter, that it had bean itwiag 
m a bietter country than thia dnniig thft wmtai 
But, I beUeve, eveij aae ia perftctiy 
they migrated to the aosdftwaxd at tJH 
ment of the winter, ftr if they Iifedin 
we must have surely aeen aooe of them 
eight months past ; brmie% i£ we had no 
ground to reason i^on than the oiyixadi nf* 
that are found in the neighbourhofid <]r' Ffudw' 
Bay during the winter, it mudit 'te -.nttrrea. :tu 
they migrate thirhgr donni; oiat innnn, 
Momkof^ 15HL — Sevecai atssnuipaa 
seen by diffiaeot p 
and their tracks and 
frequently oa t&e maw^ 
many of than a^nadv jnvqrc 
of themto-dar 

ward. A wwr guming muL ^ 
to-day« Ofte ^ die tHstxs 
a curious seeoe mswsbi :£m^ .2ati>r 
the raven hsid Jo^vouu ia 
within a far ^rardki nf nm 
diately he ""tae wnitT 
the raven, laauoA V TDMoa^ 
began to go mnnit iun^ ar taff!^ 
upon him » cndufld^ 

btttbc£m: 

party g«c » <iiMi: n -xwas mmk 

ing to diK MTiOMfft tl«r aivSPb wrM^MMT •. 

fresh tradu in -iumt arwHssv jwai u!:^ Vi^ ^^ 

thattbej 

arevctM 
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are yet entertained whether those in question are 
not old tracks. For my own part, I considerit quite 
unnecessary to offer an opinion on > the subject, for 
if they are fresh tracks, it is more than probable 
that in a very short time we shall have unequivocal 
proofs of the return of the deer. The weather has 
been very mild for these two days, but the thermo- 
meter in the shade has not been above ^% but 
it is above the freezing point in the sun every day 
in places that are sheltered from the north wind, 
and having a southerly aspect. As soon, as the 
weather is likely to become permanently fine, I 
understand that it is intended for a party to go 
over land to the northward, to ascertain, if possible, 
the breadth of this island, and to see what state the 
sea is in to the northward, together with such other 
remarks as they may be able to make. For the 
greater conveoience of carrying the provisions, 
tents, and other baggage they are to take, alight 
cart is making, which the men are to draw. The 
tents (two in number) are made of blankets, and 
are to be set up on boarding pikes, which, in .oise 
of its being necessary to make defence against any 
animal, will be found useful weapons. The . pro- 
visions are packed in such a way that, in the eyejnt 
of the cart breaking down, or its being from, any 
other reason necessarily abandoned, that they may 
carry them on their backs. I shall forbear saying 
any more about the subject at present, as. I. expect 
a few days will enable me to give a full account, of 
the equipment, &c. of the party. 
. Wednesday y IJth. — Several of the people who 
have been out on excursions at different^ times dur- 
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tng' tiiift week past; have experieneed «tfl their 
return severe pmns in their eyes, or, as it is com- 
^lonly called, snow-blindness. It first commeooes 
hy ^ sensation somewhat like that which is felt 
when sand or dust gets into a person's eyes : m* 
deed those who were ^rst affected could hardly be 
persuaded but that their sufferings proceeded fitm 
something of that Hon, for the general complaint 
was that, sand or dust 'got into their eyes. The 
true cause is now, however, perfectly well knownt 
2U)d to prevent the recurrence of die complaintt 
all the men before they go out are ordered to wear 
a piece of crape^ or some substitute for it, over 
their eyes. All the cases that have yet occurred 
of this complaint recovered -in two or three days 
by keeping the eyes covered, and bathing them oc» 
casionally with some cooling lotion ; that which we 
have us^ is what is commonly called the sugar of 
lead (Gerussa acet) Notwithstanding all the cases 
that we have hitherto had of this complaint yielded 
easily to the topical application above mentioned, 
some of them had their eyes hij^ily inflamed, and, 
as I have already said, exceedingly painful, inso- 
much that one or two ci them couid hardlv be 
persuaded, the fiist day, but that they wooid Umt 
their eye-ai^it. 

Sev^al gnma (Pttrmigma) have b«n hxIM 
within diese two or iftne dam puc; and wf> ui> 
now perfecdr ootsia that thsR am deer in -Urn 
isl^md, tMhm^ we htfn mt f«r mm mf if 
them. 

They finnlMl €mmg the (SlMaRMl fwnr to 
ship to-day. 
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from tfaHfe ice, she rose about a foot and a half 
forward, and a foot aft; which was contrary to 
what Was generally believed would take place^ 
for it was supposed that she was buoyed up by 
the ice. A little reflection, however, would show 
that the reverse must have happened, . for all 
the fuel and provisions that have been consumed 
for these eight months past must have necessarily 
lightened her very considerably-; consequently, 
the ice, t^ maintaining her in the same position 
that she occupied at the commencement of the 
winter, would tend to keep her down, or, in other 
words, force her to draw more water than was ne- 
cessary to float her. 

Thursday y IS/A.—- The weather continues to 
improve daily. I need only mention as a proof of 
this the following instance, which is, that the 
Griper's housing was taken off her to-day, and I 
bdieve oiirs is kept on merely because the survey 
on some of the stores, &c. is not yet completed. . 

Wednesday y 24tth. — Nothing has occurred for 
this week past deserving of notice, except I was 
to give a diary of the gradual change in the state 
of the weather, which, as I have frequently men- 
tioned of late, continues to improve. The ther- 
mometer to-day, in the shade, has been from eight 
o'clock; in the mbrmng until midnight above the 
freezing point, so that in the sun the snow and 
ice must be dissolving very rapidly. Within these, 
two or three days past, little pools of water have 
been formed on the snow, in different places where 
eaith had drifted over it. This is particularly exem- 
plified on the snow between the two ships ; for ibe 
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sand and Fweepii]|*s of the decks, that used tr> bt 
thrown orerboBrd, drifted there, and the mowii: 
that space is now ccmqiletely hcmeycamfaed, if J 
may use the expression. The reason of tin^ <> 
obvious, b^ng caused by 'dkt sand and sweepingf^ 
just mentioned absorbing tiie lays af^ the mn, 
and by that means actii^ on the snow ; and the 
same reason will account far the poak af 
that are met with on the snow, on the land, 
it is mixed with earth. Another cxrcumttaDoe oc- 
curred to-day, that shews, if posable, in a stronger 
degree, the change in the weather, which is, that 
we had two showers of rain to-dav, one in the 
morning, and the other in the evening. This is 
such an extraordinary phenomenon in these re- 
gions, that when the first shower was reported, we 
all ran on deck to see it, and some were not even 
satisfied with seeing it, but were so much taken 
with the novelty of the thing, that they went out- 
side to receive a litde of it. 

Saturday J SJth. — Two ivory gulls were seen 
to-day, from which we may infer, that there 
must be open water at no great distance off. 
Among the many instances that I have lately 
mentioned, of the great change that has taken 
place in the state of the weather, nothing can 
more clearly shew this, than a circumstance that 
occurred this aflemoon, whlcli is^ that two mus- 
quitoes have been caught. They were rather 
smaller than those of tropical dimates, but re- 
sembled them in every other respect. A great 
part of the hills is now uncovered of their winter 
garb) and v^etation is in some places well ad- 

o 2 
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vanced. From this circumstiance we have been 
induced to manure, and delve two or three pieceiR 
of ground, in which are to be sown radishes, 
onions, and some other seeds of culinary plants, 
that were supplied to the ship. 

Thursday y June 1st — The expedition that % 
mentioned some time ago, that were getting ready 
for travelling overland to the northward, is in- 
tended so set off this evening. It is to consist of 
live officers, and seven men, whose names are as 
follows, viz. 

Lieut. W. E. Parry - - Hecla. 

Capt. E. Sabine, R. A. - ditto. 

Mr. Alex. Fisher, Assistant Surgeon ditto. 

— Jo. Nias, Midshipman - ditto. 

— And. Reid, ditto - Griper. 
Seijt. Martin, R. A. - - Hecla. 

M'Mahon, R. M. - ditto. 

Wtti. Pick, seaman - - ditto. 

Rich. Drew, ditto - - ditto. 

Jo. Kately, marine - - ditto. 

P.Fisher, seaman - - Griper. 

Benj. Scrivener, ditto. - ditto. 

As I am appointed to be one of this party, I must 
necessarily omit sajdng any thing concerning th6 
occurrences that may happen on board, until our 
return ; therefore, what immediately follows, will 
be a diary of every thing worthy of notice^ that 
comes under our observation in the course of oiil' 
excursion. The object of thd expedition I havie 
already mentioned, being that of determining, \£ 
possible, the breadth of this land, and if that can 
be accomplished, to see what state the sea is in t6 
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the northward. Some minor objects might also 
be enumerated, that make it desirable that such 
an excursion should be undertaken; for Euro- 
peans have seen so little of the interior of Arctic 
lands, that, had we no other object, that alone 
would be a sufficient motive for undertaking such 
a journey, more particularly as it happens to be a 
time when nothing else can be done, tor alt hough 
the weather is very fine, the ice on the harbour is 
dissolving but slowly, so that there is no imme- 
diate prospect of an open sea. We arc to take 
three weeks* provisions with us, two tents, and se- 
veral bundles of dry wood for fuel, these articles, 
being, as it were, public property, are to be car- 
lied in the cart.* Every officer and man arc to 
carry besides a certain number of articles, (for 
their own particular use,) of which a list has been 
made, in order to furnish themselves accordingly. 
These are a blanket, a spare pair of shoes, two 
spare pair of stockings, a flannel shirt, and a 
number of smaller articles, that hardly deserve to 
be specified separately ; let it suffice, that the 
whole of every individual's private baggage, 
weighs from eighteen to twenty-four pounds. We 
carry it in knapsacks ; the officers have one each, 
and the men a knapsack between every two. lie- 
sides the articles above-mentioned, -we have three 
fowling-pieces, and two pistols, with a consider- 
able quantity of ammunition, by means of which, 
we may presume, on being able to add a little to 
our stock of provisions on our way. 

^ The weight of eveiy thing on the cart was ateogetker 
800.Im. 

o 3 
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Being thus equipped, we started from the ships 
at a quarter of an hour after five o'clock in the af- 
ternoon. We were accompanied to the beach 
by almost every individual in both ships, where 
they gave us three hearty cheers, which we re- 
turned with equal spirit. The major part of the 
people now returned on board j sixteen oflBcers and 
men, however, who were anxious to give us, if 
possible, a more convincing proof of their zeal 
towards the enterprize we were undertaking, ac- 
companied us for about five miles, carrying our 
knapsacks, and drawing the cart. On their parting, 
another volley of cheers was nterchanged. We 
now proceeded on by ourselves, until a quarter 
past eleven o'clock, when we stopped, pitched our 
tents, and supped, or, according to our intended 
arrangement of time, dined ; for as we are to tra- 
vel at night, it will be best, I think, to name our 
meals according as they occur with regard to our 
time of rest. The reason that we are to reverse the 
order of time, or, in other words, to sleep in the 
day and travel at night, is because the day-time is 
the warmest, and consequently the fittest for rest- 
ing to people provided as we are with no other 
covering than what we wear, except the tent, and 
a single blanket each. 

Friday Qd."^ We had every thing packed up 
again at a quarter before one o'clock this mcnning, 
and resumed our journey. In the Donkin's pre- 
served meat-case that was emptied at dinner, we 
put a slip of parchment, on which was written a 
brief account of the party who left it, and depo- 
sited it under a small pile of stones at the place. 
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^here we dined. Shortly after we started, this 
morning, we came to a small lake about half a mile 
in length, and two hundred yards in breadth ; a 
considerable part of it was clear of ice, which led 
us to suppose that two Eider ducks that iew past 
us, a little while before we came toit, bad come^ 
from it. Soon after we passed this lake,, we saw 
several ptarmigans, and in the course of the night 
shot seven of them as we went along. Between 
two and three o'clock in the morning, we got to the 
north-west end of a range of hills, which terminate 
the view to the northward from. Winter Haxbour« 
From the top of these hills w,e could see the 
masts very plainly, with the naked eye, the 
being, as near as we could judge, ten or eleven miles. 
From these hiUs also we had a very extensive view 
of an immense plain extending to the northward 
and westward of us. It was completely covered 
with snow, and so level, that, had we not been con- 
vinced that it was considerably higher than Winter 
Harbour, we should be apt to suppose that it was 
the sea ; but as this objection could not be started 
against its being a large lake, some were of (pinion 
that it was so ; on approaching the border of it, 
however, we were soon satisfied that it was only a 
level plain. Our route from the time of our leav- 
ing the ships, until we came in sight of this plain, 
was over ground, generally speaking, pretty even, 
but gradually ascending : its sur&oe, finr most part 
of the way, was at least morq than two^thirda co- 
vered with snow. Soon aftier^ we got to the confines 
of the plain above-mentioned, we saw a reindeery 
and a fawn comings across it from the southwards 

o 4 
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Tht fawn appeared to be very young, at leasi iC I 
Hiay judge of its age by its siz^; for it did notlopli 
to be much larger than a full grown cat. It coul4 
run however very fast, for one of our party who 
went a little distance after them, found that he had 
no chance , of coming up with them, by dint of 
rmming. The fawn appeared to be rather of ^ 
darker colour than the doe ; the jbtter did not diffeit 
in this respect from those that we killed in the be* 
ginning of last winter. 

We continued our journey until six o'clock this 
ittomingi when we again pitched our tents, suppedi 
^d laid down to rest, leaving an officer and a mam 
on watch, to keep a look-out, in case of our being 
takes by surprise, by any wild animal, &c. Soon 
gflef we pitched our tents, an accident occurred . 
to our thermometer, owing^ to the carelessness of 
oneefthe men, who let something fall upon it^ 
which rendered it useless. The ground was frozen 
quite hard when we laid down, but the heat of the 
sun was so very powerful during the day, that vft 
fimnd no inconvenience from cold in our tents, but 
from being as yet unaccustomed to bivouacking, few 
of us got any sleep ^ we rested however very.com^ 
fertably* i 

We found, by meridian altitude, our iatitude.to 
be 70^ 00' 3Y' N., and Icaagitude, by chronometeri 
l(y east of Winter Harbour, so that we muakJamm 
travelled aver fifteen or isixteen miless of grou&dj 
gmce we left the shipt ^ the difBerence of Jatitedtt 
aloiie between them and us being thirteen gcNagn^' 
phical miks. At four o'clock F. M. we all'^otii]!^ 
and prepared for resuming om joooKy. : Wefartak)* 
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fasted on biscuit, and a pint of gruel, each r.adr 
of Salop powder, which we found to be a v^ry pa- 
latable dish. Immediately after breakik^t, a c^ahv. 
consisting of an officer, and two men, who aco-.r: - 
panied us for the first day's journey, rcturred u ::.i- 
ships. This escort consisted properly of three n e^- 
but we found the snow so ^oft inland, thi: ;• 
was deemed necessar\' to take one oi"the^-j n- -jn 'snth 
us*, so that our travelHng party now cor.s:-ts . : 
thirteen persons, instead of twelve, as was ^.n?:. 
nally intended. We started again at six o'cloc % 
in the evening, and continued our journey i.m.. 
half-past ten P. M., when we again pitched oui 
tents, dined, and rested between three and lo .r 
hours ; for we had a verv heavy pull all liie alter- 
jioon, our march being along the skirts ofthepiam 
before-mentioned, which as I have alreadv reoiarkcd, 
is so deeply covered with snow, that it required 
the united exertions of all the officers and mcTi o: 
the party to drag the cart through it. Tne or.iy 
animals we saw in the course of our journey this 
evening, were a few ptarmigans^ and a white owL 
The latter was so shv, that we could not jret near 
it, and of the former we got only one iti two, th»r 
assistance of all of us being so indi>peii*;abiy mrccs- 
sary for getting the cart along, that we iisui but 
little time ioT sporting. 

Saturday^ Sd.'^We resumed our journey atfaifi 
at half-past two o'clock thia morning, the weather 
being haay^ with a light breeze ok' wind from the 
southward. Soon after we started, we came to the 

* His name is BeDJamin 
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side of a hill, on which we found small pook of 
water, from which we filled our canteens, having 
been hitherto obliged to melt snow to procure that 
necessary article. As we went along we fell in with 
a reindeer (without horns), which at first was ex- 
ceedingly tame, for he came within twenty or 
thirty yU of the party who first saw him ; they 
happened unfortunately however to have no fire- 
arms with them, and by the time those who had 
come up with him, he became more wary : he was 
fired at, however, but without success. We pitched 
our tents again at six o'clock A. M., supped, and 
at eight retired to rest, under the protection, as 
I have already remarked, of an officer, and a man 
on watch ; but as this precaution is to be always 
adopted whenever we stop for that purpose, it 
will be unnecessary to mention the thing here- 
after. In order to give every person as much rest 
as possible, every officer and man, indiscriminately^ 
are to keep watch in their turn, so that the men 
will not have above an hour's watch each, every 
night, and the officers rather better than an hour 
and a half. 

Our latitude by meridian altitude at noon was 
75"" 6' 52"' N;, and longitude, by chronometer, 
20' 48'" E. of Winter Harbour, or rather of where 
the ships lie.* We resumed our journey again at 
a quarter before six in the afternoon, and conti- 
nued on the march until a quarter past eleven, 
when, as usual, we pitched our tents and dined. Our 

* Azimuths were also taken, by which we found the variation 
here to be 129* 22' 59" E. 
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route this evening . was over as barren a track of 
land as I ever saw, for there was not a single ve- 
getable production of any kind to he seen, except 
lichens. The surface of the country over which 
we passed, was, generally speaking, even, but in 
many places very rough, being covered with loose 
stones, over which we found considerable diffi- 
culty in dragging the cart : but the greatest ob- 
struction that we have yet met with, was in getting 
it across a deep ravine that we had to pass. A 
little way to the northward of this ravine we passed 
a piece of ground that was covered with patches 
of red sandstone, in a very disintegrated state. We 
saw no animal of any kind during our march this 
evening, nor even the traces of any, except here 
and there the tracks of a fox. 

Sunday y ^th. — In describing the occurrences of 
yesterday, I omitted to mention that we left the 
border of the extensive plain along which we came 
the evening before ; how far we are from it at pre- 
sent it is impossible to say, as the weather is hazy, 
and has been so indeed for most part of the time 
for these four-and-twenty hours past At the place 
where we dined last night, we left a tin canister, 
containing a piece of parchment, on which wa» 
written a short account of the party who left it. 
We built over it a pile of loose stones, about tliree 
feet high. We started again a quarter of an hour 
before three o'clock this morning, and continued 
on the march until twenty minutes after seven. 
Our route was over a plain so completely covered 
with snow, that the eye looked in vain for land in 
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any direction*, except to the westward, where an 

extensive range of mountains, (which from theii 

appearance we usually call the Blue Mountains)* 

terminate our view. This range appears to run 

nearly north and south, for our route. during these 

two days past have been parallel with them, and at 

the distance, as near as we can estimate, of twelve or 

fifteen miles from them. Between fiveand six o'clock 

this morning a breeze sprang up from the south4 

ward^ of which we availed ourselves in a way which 

I never saw wind made use of before ; for we got 

one of the tent-blankets rigged out on the cart as 

a sail, which made our caravan truly characteristio 

of our travellers, for certainly none but seafaring 

people would ever think of such a contrivance } 

the benefit that was derived from it however ex* 

ceeded the hopes even of those who suggested it 

The weather being cloudy, we had no observations 

at noon. We did not resume our journey this 

evening until half past seven o'clock, owing to the 

weather being very unfavourable, for it blew very 

fresh, snowed, and drift.ed the whole day, which 

made the tents for the first time rather uncomfortt 

able ; and, to add to this, one of the officers of the 

party was taken ill with a complaint in his bowels^ 

which rendered it necessary to have him carried 

on the cart for the greatest part of thia evening's 

march. We had the sail on the cart again fbr some 

time, and found it, as before, of consideraUa sef^ 

* To give an idea of what little space there was clear of snow^ 
I need only mention that the only spot that was clear of it, was 
that on which we pitched our teiits, ahditwas'sd aibMithaX^^^ 
covered the whole of it. 
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vice whilst we went before the wind ; but tkig iwtt 
not always practicable, as we had at different timen 
to cross ravines, and other places that obliged 
us sometimes to deviate from our true Course. The 
direction of all the ravines that we crossed this 
evening was from east to west ; one of them was 
very large, having its southern side very abrupt; 
and the opposite slanting gradually. 

Monday^ Sth. -r- The weather became so foggy 
after ten o'clock last night, that we could not see 
distinctly above fifty or sixty yards before us, so 
that we were obliged to steer our Way by compass; 
that indeed we found no great difficulty in doing, 
but owing to the ground being so completely 
covered with snow, we could not find a single spot 
clear of it to pitch tibie tents on at our usual time of 
resting, and we were at last obliged to be content 
with a sort of pavement that we made of loos6 
stones to place them o;i. Fatigue however madi 
it as soft to us as a bed of down, for we rested 
from a quarter after one o'clock this morning; 
until half past five, as comfortably as possible. 
After dinner this morning we drank His Majesty's 
health, in honour of the anniversary of his births 
day. We were rather behind hand in point of 
time in paying this compliment, but as the circum* 
stances already stated prevented our dining earlier, 
we may hope to be excused for our delay. Our 
trip this morning was, comparatively speakidg, but 
short, for we did not start until a quarter before 
six o'clock, and we stopped again at eight. Our 
course was across a level plain, covered with sno^ 
so eoippletely, that, had the weather been deior 
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last night, I believe that we should find some di£^ 
ficulty to get a spot clear of snow to pitch our tents 
on. The place where we stopped this forenoon 
was the best spot for our purpose that we met with 
since we left the ships. It was at the bottom of 
an open ravine, where we found abundance of wa- 
ter, and fine dry ground to lay upon. We found 
the latitude of this place by meridiian altitude to 
be y^"" 22' 43'" N., and longitude, by chronometer, 
25' 5T west of Winter Harbour. We built at this 
place a circular pile of stones, about eight feet 
high, in the centre of which we deposited a small 
cylinder containing a slip of parchment, similar to 
those already mentioned that were put in the tin 
canisters. We resumed our journey at half past 
five o'clock in the evening, with a fine breeze of 
wind from the southward, and beautiful, clear wea- 
ther. The wind being fair we set sail immediate- 
ly we got out of the r4vin§. At about four miles 
from the place where we started from, We came to 
another ravine, and between three and four miles 
farther on we crossed a second, both of which I 
remarked had their south side (for they ran east 
and west) abrupt, and the north side sloping like 
those already mentioned. This conformation I 
am inclined to think is owing to the snow that col- 
lects in the north side of them, for we could not 
see the ground on that side, whilst on their south- 
side the surface of the ground was always visible. 
We steered our course to-day entirely by com- 
pass, for our route was over a level plain, so com-> 
pletely covered with snow, that no remarkable 
object could be seen at a distance to be guided 
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by. The way in which we managed it, therefore, 
was putting the compass on the snow until we got 
our eye fixed on some particular object, tour or 
five hundred yards on, in the direction we wanted 
to go, and when we got there, taking a tresh mark 
in the same way. This was always done by rwo 
persons who went on betbre the rest, so dioc :iiiMe 
who dragged the cart never had any fjccaaan ni 
stop; indeed, as a proof that there was no dme [imc 
we estimated that we walked over more imiuia 
this evening, than we did at any one «eil ^ncz vve 
first started ; the ground beine even, ind rhe -viiia 
in our favour, cootnfaated certainiv i%«r:- imirn: 
besides, we were a coosidenhle dme 'in ±e narraL 
for we did not stop audi midrnghc 

No living c r e a ture of xaj )ixnd mm ieesi 
we saw however the tnck ii i leer. 
foxes' tracks. The hum .lubi i^hre nrr v r jm^n 
were in sight the whoie lay. In inr -oiUi- -Ui-fax 
we thought that we jnomacnen -tiem » ;rt!#-. mc 
1 do not think that we .lave leen u ai: isn^ ««nu 
in four leagues of them* .liifinr » umr vr/.pp"» 
halted this evesixs^ c > ^ ^p^vg t 'uvu. a^- 
descried a range cc imla >:::t!niiiiv 'tnm itfrz, a 
east to the eastward, ^nuOL wt taua »<:!. « 22;^^ 
pleasure as mamtn ia, mut ^n irv 
for the iDoo0UMnr tA ^att utaui nac «b^ us>^ 
traveOii^ orer £r dwK t:i^ tarn hh: um 
unint eresting in ne eizTsaK. ^ w ^ 



are off we can aa y%: Ijm k ««iaui ^ffuns:.'. ua 
to have some ob^ jl rjj^, g^.ni^. k\^ «t lu^ 
tant,agbrds i o t M toia cfaot.uife — «^: fry^n^^,^ 
I am in hopea dat wt ine mmtm»- ivMivd tia; 
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extremity pf the plain that we have been txBveWm^ 
ever lately ; for where we pitched our tents this 
evening, there are two or three eminences that lure 
not covered with snow. 

Tuesday J 6th. — We started again at four o'clock 
this morning, and in less than half an hour got to 
the top of one of the eminences above mentioncdt 
where, very much to our surprise,. We found the 
land descend rapidly, as near as we could judge, 
between three and four hundred feet; from th'e 
foot of this declivity it sloped more gradually, fdf 
the space of three or four miles, whqre it termiii 
nated in a large plain, of which we could see no 
end to the northward. 

This, was the impression we received .when thai 
prospect opened first to our view, but after a few 
minutes' observation, we were satisfied that this 
plain could be nothing else but. the sea, for^ on 
viewing it with a telescope, we coiild see . several 
pools of water on its surface, and along the edge 
of it there were hummocks of ice thrown up o© 
the beach, the same as on the south coast of tb4 
island ; in fact, nothing now remained to coavin.ce 
us of its being the sea, except tasting the .water^ 
and that test we were determined to add also aa 
soon as we reached it. Before we could accoiHf 
plish this, however, the weather became thick, and 
began to tean a little, with a fresh breeze of wind 
from the southward. In order, therefore, toaeciim 
a dry spot to pitch our tents . upon, we wdre ob*- 
liged to stop at six o'clock, being then, as niear as 
we could judge, about two miles from, the cpast 
To slielt^ ourselves from the wind, which waai; aft 
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1 have already obsen*ed, very fresh, we built a 
wall between five and six feet hijjh, and seven or 
eight long to windward of the tents. In a valley 
close to us, there was a small lake of open water 
which appeared to be frequented by wild geese, 
for we saw eight of them flying about in its neigh- 
bourhood. The under part of their body, from 
the breast backwards, was of a dull white colour, 
all .the rest of the body was dark. As the wind 
still continued to blow pretty fresh, and the ground 
being covered with snow that had fallen during 
the day, we did not move with the tents in the 
evening, but at six o'clock, P. M., a party started 
to examine the coast more particularly, and at 
eleven o'clock they returned perfectly convinced 
that this is the sea ; but the ice was so thick, thai 
they could not, with the means they had, penetrati* 
through it. In order, however, to leave no room 
for any person, let him be ever so sceptical, ru 
doubt on this point, it is determined to romrAe tin^ 
tents early to-morrow morning down to ''hrt !i«:a»:ii. 
and then to employ all hands in n-.aKi.i«i i ^>J«: 
through the ice. It is desirable ai.so to iii^n^rniin* 
the latitude and longitude of r.his parr of ^)e r.;a>.f, 
for the state of the weather ttviiav ijr.:venr»>;i »uy 
obtaining either. With respect ro r:io lai.in* it' 
the countrv on this side of nhe sianii, M»*ri» s ^^ 
little to be said in favour of it.^ ri^rTiiifv i> mi ):-.;• 
of it that we have yet seen : :n :^arr. r s :- .w •: 
as it is possible tor ,and -i) )e: »v..r. 
poppy that abounds on -lie ^tvitu aM*- r • -?'«•.#* 
in the worst loil, is not "o .ip .i>.^ri ..:• • -• •■ 

mineral that we have vet -^er^n m i -^ •- 
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stone: of a whitish cclour» and geneially o£ a slatey 
nature. 

Wtdnesdm/^ '^tii. -r- We packed up the tents and 
ABt off for the sea^Bide at a quarter, before two 
o'clock .this moniingy and at twenty minuted after 
ibttc pkched them again on the b^tch, under the 
ishelter of some high hummocks of ice tliat were 
.thrown' tip there. As the weather wits. inclement 
:at the time, we did not begin to dig the Ittde 
through the ice until the afternoon. It fortanately, 
however, cleared up for a little while at noon, so 
that the meridian altitude of the sun was obtained, 
land, in the afternoon, s%htb were taken to deter- 
mine the l<Higitude, and azimuths for finding the 
'variation. The results :<if tliese observations ware 
as foUows, viz. hit. 75° S*' ^T N. long. IST 18'' E. 
of Winter :Harbour^ and t^e variation of the com- 
pasa 184° Sa' iMyVeast. 

We had reason to consider ourselves very fortu- 
nate in. having been able to ckterinine these pointe 
.in so short a time, and in go un&vourable weather. 
We were no less successftil in cutting through the 
ice, .fi>r although we had no other instrumeilte 
.but the boarding pikes to dig with, we succeeded 
m getting through it : by ten o'clock, P^ Mi Its 
thickness exceeded any floe ice that we haiire sehn 
in these regions before, be&ng' no less thanfom- 
1)een &et four inches,^ smd it.likewisis ap^earedi.to 
^beafi a firmer texture itfaan what wehia\teitisic3ty 
seen before, being as blue as any ! berg-ide/ iand 
r^pally as compact. The waterr thai!' n|s^fl 
through it did not taste very ^t; it wasiisuf- 
-fidiently to, however, to (distinguish it to be that . 
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of the ocean, so that we had now all the proof that 
could be adduced, that we had reached the sea, 
and by that means fully accomplished the object 
of our expedition. 

And as we may fairly claim the honour of being 
the discoverers of this coast, Mr. Parry took this op- 
portunity of establishing our right to that honour, 
by naming the diflerent remarkable places that were 
seen on this occasion. The hills that I mentioned 
as having been seen on the night of the fifth instant, 
bearing then, from north by east, to the eastward 
of us, appear now to be a separate island, which 
he has named Sabine Island. The northern ex- 
tremity of the blue hills that have been so fre- 
quently mentioned in the course of our journey, 
he has done me the honour of naming after me. 
Cape Fisher. It bore N. W. of us, distant, as 
near as we could judge at the time, six or seven 
leagues ; from the view that w^e had of it, it ap- 
peared to be very bold, and of a considerable 
height. The point on which we pitched our tents, 
he named after one of the gentlemen of the party. 
Point Nias, and another point of land, a few miles 
to the eastward of this, he named Point Reid, 
after another gentleman of our party ; and a large 
bay, lying between Cape Fisher and Point NiaK. 
was named after the ships, Hecla and Gri:»v»*^ 
Bay. These were the different place'^ vm^ vert 
distingaished with names on this occaw^r unc af 
the weather was fine and clear in t;t«: i-\t-"ii'C ^'*- 
had a very excellent view of Vi^rt **"t iuiirtc- 
were taken, from vrhy^i tji^if »:...* - • ''''• ^* 
correctly laid down inlti*: "t.^* »•• •*'' 
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of our travels. Before I conclude my diaiy ;of 
,this day's events^ I must mention one circum- 
stance more, which, although trivial in itself^ 
deserves to be noticed, inasmuch as it tends to 
shew, that although this sliore is at present blocked 
up with such heavy ice, yet that there are times 
.when there is open water here. The circum- 
stance that I allude to is a piece of fir-wood seven 
feet and a half long, and about the thickness q£ a 
man's arm, that was found between seventy and 
eighty yards (inland) from the hummocks on the 
beach, and at least five and twenty or thirty feet 
above the level of the sea. Most part of it was 
buried in the ground, and it appeared, indeed, to 
have lain there for a considerable time, for the 
earth had penetrated in between the fibres of it, so 
that when it was dug up it separated into distinct 
filaments, according to the grain of the wood. 

Thursday J 8th. — We packed up our tents at 

half-past two o'clock this morning, and took the 

. cart up to the top of an eminence about half a 

, mile from the beach, where we had determined 

: yesterday to build a monument ; but, owing to; the 

, weather being so bad in the forenoon, and the 

cutting of the hole in the ice occupied so mi,ich 

of our time in the afternoon, that we were .obliged 

to defer it until this morning; it did not d^laj us 

Icmg, however, for there were so many ytoni^ qn 

the spot that we. had selected, that we;||Qish€M|:fit 

by four o'clock. It is of a circular forms Vi4rtt^ 

the following dimensions, namely, twelve fe^t i|i 

diameter at the base, and about twelve fi^tlugh. 

In a small apartment that we made jn the cex^tce 
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of it, we deposited a tin cylinder c-ntair/.r.r i v:p 
of parchment, on which was written a Lr.er ac- 
count to the same puqport, as I have already m«:rj- 
tioned, that was on the papers that we ielt at •Tther 
places where we halted. Alonir with the cyhnik-r 
we also left a sixpence coined in 1>17» a penny, 
piece, bearing the date of the year !7'C ami a 
half-penny dated I8O7, anil several naval «n:ror;n 
buttons were likewise put there by ^ome ot •:;« 
men. 

I mentioned two daysaso, that i-ne ^ti.ne •Jiu-rfv 
met with on this side of the i^ianil. :> >anti>tnne, 
and of this we had to^tav a v-rv o.'*nv.nr:n;i in.i t . 
for the point on which we ef^rvri ne nr.numrnr 
being our fairtheiit north, we v^^n* id ii-^imus t 
taking something back :rom r ; uiii. i> :.r:..: .r 
was to be found on it lur -ron*^., »iir -r.i .t .- * im 
necessarily confined. Bur. we uui in lU-a. .; - 
began to examine the puuv. 'lira r iAv.-/ i' 
few varieties: for, afrer "ju* nii>r uii^-f-.-.r .-:•,.- 
nothing was to he mer v.r;i mt -inuurt^r.-. •-.; . r.: 
one small piece of ffranm*. .v:iu;:j *•? !;i . .;: 
specimens. 

The object of our exnertinr.n )^:r.ii i/v ... 
plished in every resnecr, ve i^-gan •;..- " - 
back at four o'c;ock :n •^:n* ^M\r^ul•.^. • - - 
to the northwar.l •*» \n i -.a*: ** .-s- •.- 
interest, it is intentiiirt .ict w •':,,ri .. : ^r 
tion, but to go :u) -ji<5 -.iiii* luu ^. ^-vr. 
ed, where we may e:;a«r n -n*:^ 4j: - - -" 
and as they n^r. r.ear:y .;i.»-.- iij: c. .-. . 
along them will non tajce ]m r.iuv v.- ^^ 
and even if it would, «e 
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to return with. Our course, therefore, after we 
started this moniiiig, was to the southward add 
westward, for a considerable part of the way almtg 
the south-eastern coast of Hecla and Griper's B^y. 
The weather was so cold that it froze the water in 
our canteens, and one c^ them was bur^t in coo- 
sequence. We pitched our t^nts again at seven 
o'clock, on the side of a dry sandy hill, the. top 
of which we found to be full of holes^ like a rab- 
bit warren; most probably fox burrows. At this 
place also we found a ptarmigan ; so th^ we may 
already say, that we have met with more to intenest 
ua than we did during the last three dajyft «C our 
journey to the northwards The latitude of this? 
place we found, by meridian altitude,. to be 75^ 
33' SS'' N. ; and longitude by chronometer 1' as<'5, 
Wrof the ships. 

We resumed our journey again at hal£|»ast fiare 
o'clock in the afternoon, and continued oOe.the. 
march until half past eleven. Our routei daring 
this day's journey was for the most part over jdoins^ 
the greatest part of which were covered with snow : 
as we came along, however, we found that the 
part& that were clear of it, improved very much in 
their appearance; for vegetation was, in soaie 
places,, well advanced, especially in those phures 
where the ground was moist from the dissolutioia 
of the snow. In course of our journey, this even^. 
ing,. we shot a ptarmigan, and saw two g/ceap of 
the same kind as those that were seen on the 60^ 

instant. ^ . .• . 

Friday 9 9^« — We started again a qu^ft^r afit^r 
three o'clock this morning, directing qxu; cpufse. 
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more to the southward, in order to keqi on a lid^ 
of rising ground, that is ahnost dear of snow, and 
leading to the Blue Hills. As our route, tor most 
part of the way, was over such good txavelliBg 
ground, we got, by seven o'clock, to the foot of 
these hills; where we pitched our tents on the top 
of a fine dry eminence ; £rom which, we had a to- 
lerable good view of the plain to the northwaid 
aiid westward of us. We shot three ptundgans 
at this place, two of which were hens, and had the 
colour o£ their plumage so much changed, that a 
person would hardly suppose them to be the same 
kind of bird as those that we killed about a wedc 
ago ; for the belly was the only part of them that 
was white ; the head, neck, back, and upper side 
of the wings, and the tail, being neariy of die 
same colour as a partridge. The cock was per- 
fectly white, as before. In the course of our trip, 
this morning, we saw, for the first time this season, 
a running stream of water; and we passed several 
large pools of it in the ravines that we crossed. 
We found the lat. of the place of our encampment 
to-day, hy meridian altitude, to be 75"" 26' 43^ N. 
and long., by chronometer, 53^ 37'' 5 W. of Win- 
ter Hlu*bour. The weather, to-day, was ex- 
tremely fine, with a light air of wind from the 
southward and westward. The men employed 
themselves, during their respective watches, to-day, 
washing their flannels^ stockings, and such other 
articleis as they had dirty; which were all per- 
*fectly dry by half-past five o'clock in the after- 
noon; the time that we started again. Our route 
this evening was sometimes across plains and 
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vidleyst tiiid at idtfaer: tiniest over hilis^ in the- 
foraiQFf we'find it norw rathcn: heavy travelling; for 
the snow is melting so rapidly, tfaiU; the land i^ m 
th^ae . pbc€is» coaipletdy ^ saturated with water* 
The progress oi* v^etation is astoml^hh^ly quick : 
tibe soirel is abeady soiar advanced, that we picked 
enough^. during dur march this evenmg, to afford 
usffiome xefreahment Th6' ground that we Gam(» 
ovciT to-day must be, at times, well stocked with 
4Mtf for we passed a great many, of their horids; 
^d.jtheir old tracks were .very numerous*. We 
msi tvQ ptarmigans ia the eoutse of the evenings 
wd two iOT three, imore were seen. . Between nine 
ai)d ten o'clock the weather became hazy, with 
pc^Asioijial. light showers of snow : we continued on 
tl^ie marcb^ however^ until a quarter before el^en 
o'clock- 

JSaturd^jff lOth^ — We resumed our journey again 
9 ((quarter : before three o'dock in the: morning, 
and continued on the march until a quarter after 
peven.. Our route was^ as. I mentioned yesterday, 
over hills and plains;: we also crossed several ra- 
vines,^ some of which we found a little difficulty in 
passing, especially, one or two, for the snow in 
theni i9 now so thoroughly soaked with water, that 
the cart sunk into it up to the nave$. The wea^ 
ther was so thick this forenoon that we could, see 
nO|\great distance,, and even if it were dear^ I 
bel^^ve our view w(]$|ild^ not be so extensiye- aft we 
thpught i|; .woul4 when we saw these. hills at. ii dis- 
tance ; for |bey are so nearly of a height, that everjr 
htftle Tisixig ^9b^tructs the p;rospect fbom< one. over 
tl)^ othj^i:.. The plains onitheir top are yet/ almost 

16 



TO THE ARCTIC REGION*. 

entirely covered with snow; we came acro«*5 ine f 
these this morning, that was several mile^ :n «*t- 
tent, which had scarcely a single black -^pot on it. 
The only animals we saw during this march were 
four arctic gulls (Larii Paradtki) Ay'mg to the 
eastward. Our latitude by meridian aititinie Uy^ 
day was 75° 9ff 54'' N. 

We started again at haiflpast five in rhe ar>er. 
noon, but the weather was so bad that ^r ^"^^ 
obhged to halt again at halt-after rise ; t' '^ •'^ r-^"^ 
very fresh indeed from the vjith-roi^- i^^ c- -• -: 
so incessantlv that it tt^ ir.** •^>. .-:"". •** — ^ 
tinctly thirty yard? befxe >• "i^^ -^r^- ' "^ '•it.'l 
however, in getting * zy'C :i:a:- '. z*" -** •'-"' 
tents in, tor we £or ii»:: i t t^* a^fri -v .'- ' -^ 
afforded us exceiler: sbe-.tr vtaz v.*^- •■-r:'r< 
to be plenty cf ?k.jr7 «AT. ::<: .iitT r ::*- ••i-:*' : -^ 
with which we psTrd Ui^ ixr \r '.-ir ".•."••. 
the north side c: ti;* tttiti^ *:>-r ▼ a a: *-" '=' •' 
accumulatios: *:f fj:^ ; r-^r iii-^r. ■»• •: — - • '* 
of it, which rai ••r:ii.*T. ti£ ina*-, • - ; j • *. 
bottom 01 tLr rii-ite. J i5t»'* — ,^ •• •• -- 

mention tLsL *izr.?t vh ^\r -rj -.,. j.^ . . 

of these ilit. ja: \ivr:v:'jL:j"^ * .-. u- 
them, we i-i* * r.iaii: i ";:-ML.-r!^. ;- .'i- r 
the c±:eri*:»ri'ji;. ir-jnu'm.r: - -i*. -.^. -..v , 

have mreilei :n'»r saiiu?;.:;. i ^^ - 

domitaa- 3iLT«ni. j'lr ai t.> rr,..- .,^.,. - 
have ^r. sr* «nr-*;- •.-.».. v.,^ ... ... 

quentiT!:»K ■rr.i d,-.*. ... ..^... , 

te-spar, ck Mm«:iiifi! ,-...,„.' 
stone K renuinjww «.:iun«„. ^. .. 
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thin as roofing slate; solid blocks of it, indeed, are 
rarely to be met with of any considerable size. 

Sunday^ llth. — The weather cleared up this 
morning, the wind having veered round to the 
N* Wr We therefore packed up our tents and re- 
sumed our journey at five o'clock. Our first 'tHit> 
set was up the south side of the ravine in rwhich 
we slept last night ; this we found to be an under- 
taking tliat required all our exertions, for it was 
so steep, that it took us nearly three-quarters of an 
hour to get tiie cart up. Our route aftemtards' 
was. for i^out three hours over a plain covered 
with snow. It appeared to be (^ a considerable 
height, for we had a very extrasive view from it 
in every direction. After we got to the end of this 
plain, a very romantic prospect presented itself to 
our view all at once ; for we bdidd at the foot of 
the plain, and about two or three miles to the 
south-eastward of it, a very extensive sheet of ice, 
with an island about three-quarters of a 'mile in 
length, rising abruptly from the middle of it to 
the height of six or seven hundred feiet. Tlie 
shores of this lake, or gulf (for we were umdUe at 
this time to say which it was) appeared to be Very 
rugged and precipitant, particularly on the north- 
west side, or that which we were on« We con- 
tinued to approach it until ten o'clock, t^hen, goifng 
down the side of a steep and rough hill that lay 
on the north side of it, the axle-tree of the cart 
snapt in two, in the middle. As this was an injury 
that we had no possible means of repairing, it re- 
quired no time to consider; what was to be done $ 
we therefore got every thing immediately taken 
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off ity and carried down to a valley at the foot of 
the hill. It was at first intended to break the 
wheels up for fire-wood^ but on reconsideration it 
was found that the body of the cart would afford 
as much fuel as we were likely to require} the 
wheels and axle were therefore left, for future 
travellers (if any should pass that way) to see that 
they were not the first adventurers that passed 
over these rocky mountains. Although the loss of 
the cart was a thing by no means to be wished fort 
yet we did not consider it in any way in the light 
of a disaster ; for what provisions remained we 
found to be no more than what we could manage 
to carry vexy well, when properly divided amongst 
officers, and all. 

Had the accident occurred indeed when we 
were on the north side of the island, it might have 
put us to some inconvenience, but we have reason 
to think, that, instead of its retarding our progress 
at present, we shaU get on much quicker witiiout 
the cart, for the ground has been getting gradually 
worse for travelling every day for some time past^ 
and there is every chance of its continuing to do 
so. 

From the top of -the hill pn the aide of ni^hich 
the cart broke down, we could see << Table Hill," 
or at least, a lull which we have every reason to 
suppose fropEi its beariijig and estiipated disti^ce 
to be it^ for pur latitude by meridifm altitude at 
noon to-4ay, waa 'J5'' 12' 5(/' .N.^,. and longitude by, 
chronometer V QCf SV 5 W. of Winter Harbour *! i 

* The vsriatiottiDf the compass at thb place was found to be 
125001'5a*E. 
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and Hie hill in question was always judged to be 
bietween six* and seven miles Scorn the ships. After 
#e had piitched our tents, and got every thing that 
Wa9 on the cart down tO' them, we supped and lay 
down to rest until the evening, when we b^an to- 
fiaake prepaFations for resmning our journey. All 
the ^rovisionii, tents, and indeed every article of 
poblic property, were weighed, and equitably dis^ 
tributed antongst the officers and men, according- 
to their supposefd strength. I am sorry to say, 
however^ that» notwithstanding the necessity there 
WAS <»i this^ occasion^ for every person to* take 
i^ome share- of the public burden, there was one 
amongst us who did not ofier ta carry a single 
article but his own private property; im name I 
fbtbear tb mention, nor would I indeed notice the 
citcuntetatice at all, were^ it not in justice to the 
rest of th6 party to say of them, that, instead of 
showing any inclination to imitate such a glaring- 
instance of a want of public spirit, it appeared to 
stimulate them to emulate one another in their 
exertioiis.- 

Mtmdmf, 19th. -^ We struck the tents at two- 
o'clock this mommg, every thing else being by 
this^ time packed up that we intended to take with 
us. What wb left indeed were things of very* 
Httils use,' such as empty canteens, and meat^^ases^ 
itt^ which weuiaed to carry water, . and wash in; 
i^eifme spaie aminunition was also left, aikl a few 
other things that were deemed useless. The pole 
of the 'Cart wias set up against the side of a wall 
that we. built yesterday to shfslter. the tents t from 
the wind, and at the foot of this pole we deposited 
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the tents were pitched was found by meridian alti- 
tude to be 75"^ 05' 08'' N., and longitude by chro- 
nometer 1^ 08' 03" W. of Winter Harbour. • We 
left the island at half'-past six^ and directed our 
course to the nearest part of the land on the south- 
east side of the gulf, where we arrived at half-past 
eight. 

On reaching the shore we saw two reindeer, 
and some ptarmigans, but we could not, nor indeed 
did we try much to get near them, for the ice 
where we crossed it this morning was so. deeply 
covered with snow, that every person appeared to 
be pretty well fatigued by the time we landed. 
The land on this side of the gulf, we found to be, 
comparatively speaking, low, and less covered with 
snow than on the opposite side. After CrossiDg a 
piece of rising ground near where we landed, we 
entered into a fine open valley leading to the .south- 
• ward and eastward. In the N. W.. side of it tbete 
was a lagoon, about three quarters of a mile in 
circumference ; it communicated with the gulf by 
a channel about fifty yards in breadth, across which 
we travelled. On the top of a small eminence, 
about thirty feet above the level of the ae^t. and 
close to the entrance of the lagoon, we found, a 
piece of fir wood about two feet long, and at.the 
thickest end about the same circumferenoe. We 
found the skeleton of a musk-ox here also, and 
several reindeer's horns were seen as. we caone 
along. There was every appearance, indeed pf 
this valley being very much frequented by .thwe 

* 

* The variation of the compass on this island was fbuiid^io 
be 122* 59^ ST'' E. .'■ U.nCi^ 
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Esquimaux huts that we saw the year beibre in 
Baffin's Bay ; being composed of rough stone«^, and 
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of a rude oblong figure, about eight feet long, and^ 
five or six feet broad, besides a place about two feet' 
square^ at the end of each, which I have been told, 
is the place where the Esquimaux keep their provi- 
sions. Detached from the huts, we found a square 
place between two and three feet each way, which 
we supposed to have been the cooking place of the 
whole party. At a little distance from this there 
was another rectangular place, the use of which 
we .could form no idea of ; it was about three feet 
long and one foot broad, and filled to the depth of 
six or seven inches with ptarmigans' dung. How 
long it is since these huts were inhabited, it is ind* 
possible to say, but it must have been many yeard 
ago, for the flags with which they were paved were 
covered with moss, and the exposed sides of th^ 
stones that composed the walls were all covered 
with lichen. But whatever the length of time may 
be since they were inhabited, it is probable that 
those who did inhabit them were not strangers to 
this coast, for they certainly chose the most eligible 
spot for game that we have »seen in this country. 
The geographical site of these huts was nearly 
as follows, viz. lat. 75** S' 37'' N., and longitude, 
by chronometer, 48' 48" west of Winter Harbour ; 
I have said nearly, because the observations from 
which these results were obtained were made at 
the tents, which were about half a mile inland of 
the huts. The variation of the compass was found 
here to be 126*" 1' 48'' easterly. Every object that 
we had in view at this place, being at length 
accomplished, we packed up, and resumed our 
journey at six o'clock in the evening, the weather 
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as before, towards Table Hill, which we reached 
about twenty minutes before ten, and pitched our 
tents at the foot of it. Our route was, during this 
march, over ground of the same nature as that 
which we passed in the forenoon, with this diflfer- 
ence, however, that it was much more diflSciilt to 
travel over, for it is so completely saturated with 
water, that we frequently sank into it up to the 
ankle, and sometimes farther, and even in the 
driest parts of it we went down an inch or two; in 
short, we avoided tlie black ground to-day as much 
.as we sought it ten days ago. ^ We observed, 
during this day's march, a considerable difference 
in the mineralogical character of the country, for 
instead of the whitish sandstone that prevailed so 
abundantly from Liddon's Gulf to the north side 
of the island, we found to-day^ that the kind of 
stone we generally met with had a greenish .tinge, 
and .of a . loose or disintegrated texture, like the 
sandstone ,in the ravines near Winter Harbour. 
Small pieces of ^granite, quartz, and felspar, were 
pretty frequently met with to-day, and when we 
got within a couple of miles of Table Hill, we 
began to meet limestone. Vegetation is now in a 
very flourishing condition, the sorrel is very far 
advanced, and there is a species of saxi&age 
(oppositifolid) beginning to blossom. 

Thursday^ 15 th. — After taking a few hours' rest, 
A¥e all turned (at two o'clock) to build a monu- 
ment on the top of Table Hill*, which we finished 
... . . ' •. 

* As this hill is a conspicuous object at a very conaidmUe 
distance^ its geographical position deserves . to :be. mentioiiad* 
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in the evening, where we were received with evefy 
demonstration of a hearty welcome ; after having 
performed a journey of at least one hundred and 
eighty miles, for, by the most moderate comput- 
ation, I think that we must have averaged twelve 
miles a-day. In giving the account of this journey, 
I am perfectly aware that I have been more minute 
in many instances than the subject that I was 
treating deserved ; but I thought that, by attempt- 
ing to cull it, I might omit some circumstances that 
deserved to be mentioned. I have, therefore, given 
the whole almost verbatim from the notes that I 
made at the time on the spot. 

Friday i l6th. — Nothing occurred on board 
worthy of particular notice during the time we 
were away ; getting the ballast in, and re-stowing 
the holds, were, I believe, the principal things 
done during our absence. A very great difference 
however, hastaken place in the state of the country 
around Winter Harbour, for those parts that were 
covered with snow when we went away, are now 
abounding with plants of various kinds beginning 
to blossom ; in fact, the aspect of the country is 
so much changed, that, were we not so thoroughly 
acquainted with every place in this neighbour- 
hood, we should hardly recognise some parts 
of it again. The ice^ in the harbour has got con« 
siderably thinner, but there is no part ci it opeii 
yet, nor is there any appearance indeed of it9 
breaking up for some time. As there is no iinnie* 
diate prospect, therefore, of our leaving this [dace 
for some time, it is intended to send a party fton 
each ship with ten or twelve days' provisiom^ in 
order to try what they can do in the way of pro- 
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impression, tfrerefore, I shall deviate from my 
former plan of giving the occurrences of every day 
separately, in the order in which they happened, 
and endeavour to comprise and arrange every thing 
•worthy of notice under different heads, in regular 
succession. In the first place, then, with respect 
to the country, although we were out here only 
ten days, it was surprising to see the great change 
that took place, for on first going out we found 
* the greatest part of the low land covered with 
snow, and the streams of water that flowed from 
it, had not then formed into any regular channels, 
but were spread all over the plains near the coast, 
making, them as it were one entire swamp. Before 
we came in, however, these swamps had in a great 
measure been drained of their water, which formed 
three or four streams (within the space of five or 
six miles) that we used generally to distinguish 
them by the name of rivers, and one or two of 
them indeed were of such magnitude for some 
time, as not to be altogether undeserving the ap- 
pellation. These streams passed through many 
small lakes, which appearied generally to be very 
shallow. We saw two or three lakes, however, 
amongst the mountains, which, from the character 
of the land around them, we had reason to sup- 
pose were of considerable depth ; and I reiAarked 
this difference between them, that the lakes on the 
low land were clear of ice, whilst those amdogst the 
hills were almost entirely covered with it. Yegajta- 
tion was very far advanced indeed by the time that 
we returned, for some spots where there* Was 
moisture and good soil, the grass was from twO'fo 
three inches long ; and the sorrel wias sd abundant 
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ash-coloured patch on their back ; but the fawns 
appeared to be entirely of that colour. The next 
animals I ought to mention, if I take them accord- 
ing to their size, are a couple of wolves which we 
saw one afternoon ; but as we had but a distant 
view of them, I can say nothing about them. We 
had also a distant view, two or three times, of some 
foxes } the only thing in which they appeared to 
differ from those that were caught during the winr 
ter was, in their having a black patch on their 
sides a little before their hind quarters. 

We saw several hares during the time we were 
out, of which we killed four j their average weight 
was from seven to eight pounds ; they were per*, 
fectly white, with the exception of the tips of their 
ears, which were black. These were all the varie^ 
ties of quadrupeds that we saw, and of the feathered 
tribe the number was not much greater. Brent 
geese, king ducks, and long-tailed ducks, arctic 
and glaucous gulls, comprised the whole of the 
aquatic birds that we saw ; and a few ptarmigans, 
plovers, sanderlings, and snow-buntings, were all 
the land birds that were seen. The geese were, 
the first two or three days after we went out, pretty 
numerous, but, on finding themselves disturb^^ 
most of them went away, and those that remained 
secured themselves by keeping in the middle of 
two or three large lakes, where our shot would not 
reach them ; we succeeded, however, in killing a 
dozen of them during the time we were out The 
ducks were not numerous, so that our success in 
that way was very trifling. With respect to the 
ptarmigans, I beUeve all were l^illed that W^^ 
seen, viz. fifteen ; and, if fifty times the nuiplt^ 
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the only vegetable production from which we 
derive any benefit ; but from it we have a very 
abundant supply of a most useful, and very palat- 
able article of diet. All the men are sent on 
shore twice a-week, viz, on Sunday and Thursday^ 
to gather it, and what they collect, after being 
mixed with vinegar, i^ served out to them regu- 
larly, * Notwithstanding every attention has been 
paid to the diiSerent seeds that were sown in the 
gardens, I believe that we shall receive but very 
little benefit from the produce of them, for their 
growth is very tardy indeed, 

Friday J 30th. — At two o'clock this morning 
departed this life, William Scott, boatswain's 
mate, who had been ill for some months past, first 
with scurvy, and afterwards with diarrhoea, and 
general debility. He was considered a very good 
and quiet man, and I am told an excellent seaman; 
but, unfortunately, it is said that he was ratlier 
addicted to spirits. Whether a consciousness of 
this failing preyed on his mind or not, I cannot 
pretend to say ; but he was often observed to be 
very low-spirited, which amounted sometimes^ 
during his illness, to hypochondriasm. 

Sunday 9 July 2d. — Immediately after divine 
service this forenoon, his body was taken on shore, 
and interred on a plain between two and three 
hundred yards from the beach. Almost the whole 
of the officers and men of both ships attended on 

* As a considerable quantity of the lemon-juice has beea, 
as I have already remarked, destroyed by the frost durudg the 
winter, it has, of course become an object of importanise -to 
economise what remains, and as the sorrel that is gatli6ra|»ls 
considered to be a good substitute for it, the servipg of it ,oitt. 
has for the present been suspended. 
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of the ice, at the time that it was overflowed by 
the stream tides in the winter. In speslking of tides, 
it reminds me that I have hither omitted to men- 
tion, that we have been for nearly these two months 
past, observing regularly every day, the rise and 
fall of the tide in this harbour. • And we found, 
from the result of thesie observations, that the 
greatest rise and fall is only four feet two inches, 
and that » occurred only once, viz. at eight o'clock 
fn the forenoon, on the ISth of May last. 

Friday J 14*A. — »• Nothing of any importance has 
occurred for this week past. The ice has now got 
very thin, but it has not yet broke up any where 
except along the shore. It is expected, however^ 
that the first strong breeze of wind we have will 
break it up ; and, in order to be able to avail ottiw 
selves of the first (^portunity that may ofi& ibr 
getting away, every thing is now ready, I believe 
for taking our departure* Among other mementos 
that we have left to indicate our stay at this place, 
IS a large pile of stones, or monument, as it is 
called, that we erected yesterday, on the most 
conspicuous hill in this neighbourhood, situated 
about two miles to the north-east of where the 
ships lay, and from thence usually termed North- 
East Hill. This pile is about ten feet in diameter 
at the base, and between ten and eleveil feet 
high. In the centre of it we deposited a tin cy- 
linder, containing some silver coins, and a paper 
giving an account of our stay, and object in visit- 

^g these regions. On the south end of a large 

• 

♦ See Appendix. 
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prospect of setting off. i My diary of the occur- 
rences on board must, therefore, be again diisi-; 
pended for a while, as I am appointed to be one' 
of the party that is to go out this evening to re- 
lieve those that are at the tents. We left the sliips 
at ten o'clock at night, and arrived at the tents at 
four o'clock next morning. . 

Tuesday^ 25th. — My account of all the circum- 
stances that came under our observation, from that 
period, until our return, may be comprised in very, 
few words. It would, indeed, be little better than 
a mere tautology of the events of our first shooting 
excursioTij if I were to relate those that occurred 
at this time. With respect, therefore, to the ani- 
mals that we met with, I have to observe only, 
that they were of the same kind as those w« saw 
before ; but much fewer in number, owing, no 
doubt, to their being so much chased and disturbed 
ibr these six weeks past. The face of the country 
is very much improved, as far as regards its being 
much drier, and consequently better adapted for 
travelling ; but with respect to its appearance, it has 
lost very considerably in this point, for almost the 
whole of the flowers that adorned it, about a fort- 
night or three weeks ago, have now run into seed, 
and their petals fallen off, so that the land has begun 
again to look naked. The lakes and streams that were 
so numerous, and some of considerable size, wheh 
we were out about the middle of last months are 
now almost entirely dried up ; even those streams 
that we then dignified with the name of rivers,. are 
now so small, that we crossed them on our returoi 
to-day without wetting our feet The exhalatiaB" 
from these lakes is almost incredible, considering 
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be accounted for, except by supposing that the 
coast has extended its former limits. But my ob. 
ject being that of stating facts, I shall avoid enter-* 
ing any farther into these conjectures, in case of 
drawing wrong conclusions. On returning to the 
tents this morning, we found an officer and three 
men there, who were sent out to assist us in taking 
the tents, &C4, on board, there being hopes^ at 
length, of leaving Winter Harbour ; for all the ice 
on it is now broke up, and drifting about from 
one side to the other, according to the direction 
of the wind. We started at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, and got on board by eight o'clock in 
the evening. ... 

Wednesday J 26/A. — The wind being fix)m the 
southward this forenoon, all hands were emplojpied 
warping the ships out towards the mouth of the 
harbour, where we anchored, the entrance being 
as yet choked up with ice ; but, as we know that 
there is clear water along, shore outside, this cb« 
struction, we may reasonably expect, will Moa be 
removed by the first fresh breeze of northerly 
wind that we have. 

Friday^ ^Stlu — We are still detained \xy the 
ice above^mentionedy which has been thrown yjv 
by the late southerly wind that we have had* into: 
large hummocks on the reef, at the soath-east 
side of the entrance -of the harbour. Qht pasfi^ge^ 
indeed, is not over, that reef, but the ioe tha^iiai 
grounded on it^ seems to ofi^r bbstrUctibn viitA 
passage outward, to that which is in the hjo^iur^ 
We saw a large. seal on the ice to-dajFt hnt>fi}li>l 
so near the edgp of the piece that he waa ixn(^^|j|^ 
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• Wednesday J 2d. — The wind being still adverse, 
our advance to the westward was, as yesterday, 
but very slow ; and in the afternoon it veered 
round to the southward, and, consequently, soon 
set the ice in with the land, so that we were 
obliged, at four o'clock, to make fast to a hum- 
mock of ice, aground near the shore. 

Thursday t 3d. — The weather was foggy most 
part: of this day; and, the ice being close in with 
the land, we have not moved from the place where 
we brought up yesterday. It has been .observed, 
since we made fast here, that the flood-tide comes 
from the westward, and that the time.: of high- 
water corresponds with that in Winter Harbour. . 

Friday 4 A. — The wind having veered round to 
the N. W. this forenoon, the. ice: soon began to 
drive off from the land, and by one o'clock in the. 
afternoon we cast off; and made sail. As we ad- 
vanced to the. westward, we found the channel to 
be gradually widening, so that, about midnight,, 
we found as great a space of dear water as we 
ever observed before, off this part of the.ialaiid^ 
and, in the opinion of some, more, indeed,, than, 
we found last year ; for the ice was estimated to- 
night to be, at least, four miles and a half, or five, 
miles, off the coast ; and as to the extent.' of. this. 
channel to the westward, we had the pleasure of 
seeing no end to it in that direction, aqd^!jto add.. 
to this, we had a fresh breeze of wind incur fi^v 
vour, and fine clear weather. About midnigh^ ini 
gQt abreast of the place where we were stpjpfied.- 
so long by the ice, at the time the Griper*^ W^^f 
lost their way, in the month of Septentiber lwU.;„ju 
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its returning by the wind or tide in the cont^iarf 
direction, or from the southward, we inusC be 
completely exposed to it; circumstances ma^ 
however, become more favourable before such A 
change takes place. 

Sunday^ 6th. — - After we made fast last eveiiiii|^ 
some of us went ashore, and, in the course of iSttt 
night, killed fourteen hares, and a number of glaa«» 
cous gulls, which were found with their yctang ott 
the top of an insulated rock, about thirty ftet 
high, situated near the mouth of a ravine, tbcfat 
five miles to the eastward. The coast here isToy 
bold and precipitous, rising abruptly from the aeali 
the height of about eight hundred and fifty feet^-i^fc 
the foot of the rocks there is, indeed, in aoMa 
places, a slope from forty to fifty yards in bi^iiJlhi 
covered generally with the loose fragments «f 
stone that fall from them. These rdcka tmbit 
entirely of schistose sandstone, and a Ulid tf 
slate-clay, of a light green colour. Akotg'^lMlt 
face, and pretty near the top of these prie^c^pimi^ 
there are a number of insulated columns, or lilbAr 
insulated masses, that resemble, in some mMMM^ 
when viewed a little way ofi^, the turretl at AM- 
lapidated building; but, when viewed" ttStb 
closely, that is, from the foot of the prec^oM^ 
their natural structure is seen to great adtWttagf^l 
and, as far as lofty and rugged cliffi^dm^biaMll 
to be picturesque, some of those in ^pieMittl %iffe 
eminently so. Nor is this romantic scene-CoMilli^ 
only to the rocks that faced the sea ; on tibl^Bllt 
trary, some of the ravines that ran inkiktap^^^ 
taiDed some that excelled the foraiier, if jiA 
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to be. Skice we came here we have observed 
another circumstance that deserves to be men- 
tioned, when speaking of the ice off this part of 
the coast : the circumstance that I allude to is> a 
ledge of ice that is firmly attached to the land, and 
extends from it in general no more than fifteen or 
twenty, yards. The surface of this icy girt is 
covered with five or six feet water, and its outer 
edge is so steep, that from six to seven fathoms 
are found immediately alongside of it. 
. Wednesday, Qth. — The ice has been almost con- 
stantly in motion during these two days past; some- 
times it is drifting to the eastward, and at other 
times in a contrary direction, but it never leaves a 
dear space of any extent in either way. .We had 
an opportunity of observing this evening an instance 
ofthe violent pressure that takes place occasionally 
by the collision of this heavy ice ; for two pieces 
that happened to come in contact close to us press- 
ed so forcibly against one another, that one of then!!, 
although forty-two feet thick, and at least three 
times that in length and breadth, ]¥as forced 
up on its edge on the top of another piece of ice^ 
But even this is nothing when compared with th^ 
pressure that must have existed to produce the ef- 
fects that we see along the shore, for not only heaps 
of earth and stones, several tons' weight, are forced 
up, but hummocks of ice from fifly to sixty feet 
thick are piled up on the beach. It is unnecessaiy 
to remark that a ship, although fortified as wellas 
wood and iron could make her, would, have but 
little chance of withstanding such overwhelming 
force \ and, from a conviction of this, we consider 
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our present situation, as I have already said, 
a very precarious one. But to dismiss this 
subject for something more interesting, I have to 
notice, in the first place, that a whale was seen two 
nights ago, for the first time this season ; and, on 
the same day, we shot a fawn, which weighed 
thirty-eight pounds. A few hares and glaucous 
giills have also been killed within these two days, 
but our success to-day, in the sporting way, de- 
sei*ves most notice, for we shot a musk-ox. When 
first seen, he was going along the beach to the 
eastward ; and, from the nature of the ground, 
was obliged to pass so close to us, that he was fired 
at from the ship. We thought at first that he was 
wounded on this occasion ; but we soon had rea- 
son to alter our opinion, for he galloped off at 
greater rate than an animal of his shape could be 
supposed capable of going. The nature of the 
ground was, however, as I have already remarked, 
very favourable for our purpose ; . for he was 
hemmed in by the sea on one side, and steep cliffi, 
which he could not ascend, on the other. When 
he found,^ therefore, that he was assailed in such 
a way that there was no possibility for him to 
escape, be immediately put himself in a posture of 
defence, by taking up a position in front of a large 
stone, where he could not certainly be attacked by 
any other animal, except under a great disadvan- 
tage j but to the means that we had, he could 
offer no resistance, and consequently fell. 

His weight and dimensions were as follows : 
viz. .ii- 
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Length from the uout to the end of the tail 
Length of the tail .... 

Ho^t from the sole of the foreJioof to the top 

of the hunch . ^ . _ 

¥nmt ditto to the knee-joittt of the fore-leg - 
fVom the boof to the tecond joint, {u e. th« length 

of the fore-leg) • - 

Length of the fore-hoof . . . < 

Breadth of ditto . . 

Circumference of the foreleg below the knee 
Length from the sole of the hind.hocrf to the hoek 
Length of the hind-leg 

Length of the hind-hoof - - - - 

Breadth of ditto - - 
Circumference of the hind-leg below the hoek 
Height from the aole of the hind-hoof to die top of 

the back 
Yma the end of the snout to the fore->houlder - 
From ditto to the upper part of the root of the 

horns .... 
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finer kind of an ash colour, which was indeed as 
fine as any woo^, and would certainly, if manu&c^ 
tured, make as fine cloth as any English wool. 
Mr, Pennant, indeed, mentions, in his description 
cf the musk-ox, that a man of the name of Jeremie 
had stockings made of the wool, or hair, of that 
animal, which were equally as fine as any silk 
stockings. It would seem, that the animal casts 
this fleecy covering annually, fi^r in the thick part 
of the mane, and on each side of the neck, there 
was a layer of this wool quite detached from the 
body of the animal, and only prevented frt>m fidl- 
ing aS, fi:om being interwoven amongst the ' long 
hair. The hair on his forehead was all matted 
into small lumps with earth, and the roots of the 
horns were also covered with it, from which it 
would appear, tbat he was in the habit of tearing up 
the ground with his head ; of this, indeed, we were 
ourselves eye-witnesses in one instance, for after we 
had surrounded him, so as to prevent his escape, 
he began rubbing his head against the ground, 
as if threatening us with destruction if we approach- 
ed nearer, and I have no doubt, that to any animal 
that inhabits these regions he would be a formidaUe 
antagonist, not excepting the bear itself. His flesh 
tastes a good deal of musk, but not so much so as 
to be disagreeable ; on this point, however, I ought 
to pay some deference to the opinion of a few per- 
sons amongst us who think differently* With re^ 
gard to the heart and liver, it was agreed by all 
parties that they were not very palatable ; and those 
who ate the kidnies say, that they tasted more 
musky than any other part To conclude the 
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though we gained but little ground on this occa- 
sion, we have baiefited very considerably by 
getting the ships into a much more secure plkce 
than that which we left ; for we have got into a 
creek formed by large hummocks of ice aground 
within twenty yards of the beach ; in fact, we lie ao 
dose to the shore, that we step almost immediately 
on it from the ship. In the course of the day I 
took a walk of five or six miles along shore to the 
westward^ during iniiich excursion I shot tiine 
bares, and saw a great many tracks <^ reindeer, 
and musk-oxen. The land is of t^ie same charac- 
ter, as &r as I could see, as that which I described 
where we had been lying for this week past. The 
coast now begins to trend very much to the north- 
ward, as nigh as I can judge about north- west» for 
the place that we left this morning was in latitude 
74^ 9JSf 9Ai' N. and longitude by qhrommieter 
113'' 42" W W., and that whefe the i^s now lie 
ifi in latitude 74"" 26^06^ N. and kwgitode by the 
mean of three sets of sights isat chronometer 
118^ 46" 05'' W. • With respect to the state of 
the ice, I could perbeive no material difference in 
it to-day, from what it has been for this we^ past : 
close in with the land it is broken up, as I have 
already mentioned, into smaU pieces ; but at the 
distance of a mile (or two at the farthest) from 
the coast, commence a line of floes that extend to 
the westward and southward, as far as the eye can 

* Ilieee bst rjesults^ viz. lutitude 74'' 26' 06*^ N,, and longi- 
tude 113^ 46' 05^ W.y were obtained from observations made on 
^ 16th ihstanty ah}iough mentioned amongst the events of 
the 15th. 
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penetrate from the most elevated situation in this 
neighbourhood, and leaving no clear space except 
a few pools, and small lanes as 1 remarked some 
days ago. 

Wednesday^ 16^ -<^ Without digressing much 
from the subject of my narrative, I may remark in 
this place, that the reason generally given, why so 
much heavy ice should lay off this part of thQ 
coast, is, because we are near the west end dt this 
island, so that the ice which comes from the north* 
ward lodges here. The land that we see to the 
southward and westward may be considered also 
:^lother locality that tends to keep this place nl* 
ways hampered with ice* In, consideration q£ 
these circumstances, the advanced period of tiie 
season, and perhaps other reasons which it is nei* 
ther my business nor intention to enquire into^ the 
object of prosecuting our voyage to the westward, 
i|i this pandlal of latitude, has to-day been aban- 
doned. And by a general (urdw to the officers who 
keep watdi, it appears that our object now is to 
endeavour to get to the southward^ fi)r they are 
required to keep a good look-out for any opening 
Oiat may appear amongst the ice in that direction. 
We tlierefore cast off from the ice at half past two 
o^clock in the afternoon, and made sail to the east- 
ward^ not without some feelings of regret and dis- 
appointment, at being at length obliged to abandon 
our hopes of a passage, where we had at one time 
W much reason to expect our endeavours to be 
erowned with success. I am fully persuaded, how- 
ever, that every persoa. who wUl take the trouble 
of making himself acquainted with the events of 
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our voyage, will be perfectly convinced that our 
retrograde movement to-day is neither an inconsi- 
derate, nor a precipitate measure ; on the contrary^ 
I believe, the annals of navigation will produce but 
few, if any instance of such perseverance as we 
have manifested in our attempts to get to the west- 
ward along this coast, for it is now within a few 
days of twelve months since we made, the east 
end of this island, a distance of very little more 
than one hundred miles. But to leave the subject 
for. others to judge, I shall proceed to give an ac* 
count of any. occurrences that may happen dur- 
ing our return to the eastward. The wind being, 
light, we made no great progress this afternoon, and 
about midnight we were stopped altogether by the 
ice ; . we therefore made fast as usual to some hum*, 
mocks of it that were aground within a few yards 
of the beach. 

Mtrnday^ 91st. — These four or five days past 
have been very barren of events worthy of notice ; 
we are still detained at the place where we made 
fast on the night of the l6th,. and if .we had not 
had one year's, experience of the length, of the 
summer season in these regions, we might be apt 
to suppose that the winter had already set in, for 
what little space there was of clear water when we 
made fast here, is now covered with young or 
bay-ice, as it is called, which is in general about an: 
inch thick ; but in those places along shore where 
it is overshadowed by the hummocks of ice along 
the beiach, it is considerably, thicker, for in those 
places it does not dissolve during the heat of the 
day. . 
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Wednesdojf^ 23d. — A breeze of wind ^rang up' 
this forenoon from the westward, which, in ai^ort 
time, drove the ice a. little way off the land, or 
rather slackened it, for it did not open a dear pas* 
sage. We availed ourselves however of the open* 
ing, such as it was, for at halfpast twelve, A. M; 
we cast off, and made sail to the eastward ; but we 
were obliged to make fast again at seven o'clock in 
the evening, the ice being close in with the land* 
Abreast of where we made fast this evening, we 
found the large piece of ice that was mentioned on 
the 9th instant, as having been pressed up on its 
edge, froih which circumstance it would appear^ 
that there is^ a current, or prevailing tide setting to 
the eastward. along this coast, for this piece of ice 
has come about twenty mil^s to the eastward within 
these sixteen days past, the difierence of longitude 
alone being upwards of a degree. 

Thursday 9 Q4ith.'^We cast off and made sail 
again at ten o'clock this forenoon, but the ice was 
so close thajt we made but little progress, and at 
noon we were stopped by it altogether, and again 
made fast to a hummock of ice aground in nine 
&thoms' water. . Soon afler we made fast, we ob- 
served a herd of seven musk-oxen at the foot of a 
hill, at the distance of about two miles from the 
beach. We . prepared immediately to go afler them, 
but the eagerness of one or two who wished to be 
foremost set them off before we got sufficiently near 
them ; by following, them, liowever, we succeeded 
in getting one of them, which was a bull, and ap- 
parently the largest in the herd. Among those that 
got away there were two calves, and all the rest, 

s 
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with the exception of one, appeared to be cows. 
In the course of the evening, pother musk-bull 
was shot, which was found by itself, and therefore 
supposed not to be one of the herd just mentioned. 
It would be quite unnecessary to enter into a de- 
scription of these two animals, as they differed in 
no respect from the one that we killed on the 9th 
instant, except in being a little smaller, or rather 
lighter, for the first one that was shot to-day weighed 
only three hundrea and fifty-nine pounds, and the 
other Uiree hundred and sixty-eight pounds. This 
difference s^pcared to be chiefly owing to the one 
that we killed some time ago, being in better pon- 
dition than these, for they ^did not seem to differ 
much in size*. At the,foot>of the hill where we saw 
these musk-oxen to-day, and along a plain that lay 
between Jt and the sea, we passed so many skulls 
and skeletons of musk-oxen, that I am inclined to 
idter my opinion jrespecting their migrating to the 
coast of America during the winter, for if they only 
visit this country in the summer-time, it is some- 
what, strange that so many should die here during 
such a favourable part of the year. Besides, they 
are so well provided by nature for enduring the 
rigour of the climate, that the necessity for their 
leaving this island does not appear to be altogether 
so indispensable, as a person would at first sight be 
inclined to believe. This, however, is a subject on 
which much might be said for or against the ques- 
tion, but as I am not particularly interested, on my 
own part, to establish the point, whether they 
migrate or remain here, I shall forbear saying any 
more about the matter, any farther than that we 



TO THX JlRCTIC bsgiqi»» 109 

know flat wohra smi fox» pius the winter benr^ 
and nadKT (^* tfacm ippean^i to W better pew iikd 
for witlistandmg tbe €x4d, than the nHBk^;x ; wd 
with respect to food, there is certiinlY much more 
grass in the valleys in this vidnitr, than they wiU 
destroy this season. 

Friday^ 95ih. — We made an attempt again thU 
evening, to get to the eastward, but tVom want of 
wind, and die closeness df the ice, we wore ol^li^nl 
to make fast again, witiiout having gained abi>ve a 
mile, after several hours* labour. I made a cube of 
ioe tivday, from a piece that was thrown up on the 
hummock to which we were fast ; its sidoH nu>a« 
sured two feet, and when put into salt water with 
that ^de of it uppermost that the piece of ice f rom 
Which it was made had up at the timov throe 
inches and a half* remained above the HurfiuH) of 
the water, but when the opposite side won up only 
three inches appeared above the watitr. 'Hum wmn 
no doubt owing to one side of Uut culm \m\\y^ 
denser, and consequently lieavi<?r than 1 lui i/tJu^i \ 
in making it, indeed, I utttvArkuA, ilmi llur nUlit thuf. 
was uppermost of the ym'M ifftri* ^u^ mofn' ^^oltH$n 
than the other. Altli//tj((fi iImt Vfiu^li^^i i^ t^iiH r^ 
maikal^ fine, we luv^r 9Mt$y j/^J^ 4l^//^^ ^4 Urn 
approach of wintitf ; ^^. y^'^^^ti ^^' ^oiMrn^^ Ui u^ 

day that wat "^^^ }Wii^'X v^;/4' ; ifi^% )^^y4 v^v^ 
been seas ^BlKiut titi<b.vij^ir» i^/i "^a^ ^a-a* ^^s. ^4 
niany odaer *:uuij^r uiijjjir i^ uA.un^^i^i.';! 'iJ**' <<r^4 

to show lilts*, "^ii*. '•V^f** <^ '-'Mii sA>im//i. -. i -V f*'// ^H 
uBIjUIL 
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from the northw^d and westward this morning", 
which soon opened a passage along shore; we, 
therefore, got under weigh at six o'clock, and 
made sail to the eastward. We were a good deal 
hampered with ice during the forenoon ; but in 
the afternoon we got into a clear sea, so that by 
six in the evening we were abreast of Winter Har- 
bour. We saw very plainly as we went along the 
pile of stones on North East Hill with the naked 
eye, although it was estimated that we passed at 
the distance <rf seven or eight miles from it. The 
monument on Table HiU was also in sight during 
most part of the afternoon, in fact every hill that 
we passed this afternoon was recognised ; and 
although I believe none regretted taking this last 
farewell view of the ^ound that we had so often 
trod, yet it was impossible to look at it with the 
same indifference as at other p^rts of the coast ; for 
every hill reminded us of some circumstance or 
other that happened during our perambulations 
these eleven months past. In the evening we got 
into such a wide space of clear water that no ice 
could be seen even to the southward, except from 
the mast-head. 

Svfndayy Q.'Jth. — We had a fine run to-day to 
the eastward, for we were in the evening off the 
east «nd of Melville Island. As this is the first 
time that I have made use of this name^ it may be 
necessary to mention that the island off or on which 
our exploits have been performed for these twelve 
months past, is named aft^er the nobleman who 
presides as first lord of the admiralty ; and I un- 
derstand that it, and all the islands that lie in its 
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neighbourhood to the eastward, are to be called, in 
honour of our sovereign, the North Georgian Isles. 
The various other names that have been given to 
islands, capes, points, bays, and inlets, that we 
have discovered during our voyage are so nu- 
merous that it would be too tedious to mention 
them all in this place, nor would the mentioning 
them be of any use, unless I was to refer to the 
chart (on which they are laid down), and even 
such a reference would be rather out of place if 
made at this time. I cannot omit noticing, how- 
ever, that the magnificent opening or passage, that 
leads from what was formerly called Lancaster 
Sound into these seas, is named Barrow's Straits, 
after the well-known gentleman of that name, 
whose clear judgment foresaw the existence of 
this passage, and whoze zeal and influence had 
been so instrumental in fitting out the expedition 
for its discovery, even when doubts were enter- 
tained and propagated against the probability of 
its success. But I must leave this subject to those 
who are much better able ta discuss it, and resume 
my diary of the rest of the events of the day. 

After divisions this morning, Mr. Parry 
addressed the (^cers and ship's company in 
words to the following effect, viz. that it was 
his opinion, and that of the senior officers of 
the expedition, that the farther prosecution of 
our voyage to the westward in this parallel of lati- 
tude woidd be useless ; therefore, that our pre- 
sent object was to endeavour to get to the south- 
ward, and if that should be found impracticable, 
that it would be necessary to return to England: 

s 3 
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and finally he informed theni) that whenever thiftiast 
resolution should be, determined on, that they 
should be again put oo full allowance of provi* 
sions. 

.. Monday 9 28/A. — Our progiess to the eastward 
still continues to be very rapid ; we were to-day at 
noon in latitude 7^^ ^' N. and nearly in longitude 
100^ W. The sea is quite open to the eastwarc^ 
but to the southward it is completely covered with 
ice. This ice, and all what we have passed indeed 
on this side of Wmter Harbour, ha& been» com- 
pared to that to the westward,^ very light, and m> 
other respects quite of a difl^ent character; ffor 
its surface ia perfectly smooth, and appears to be 
one continued floe altogether^ or, more properly 
speaking, one extensive field } for, if I am not 
mistaken, the distinction between the two terms 
is, that a floe may be seen over, but if it should be 
of such a size aa not to be seen across^ it is called a 
field. Ifthia definition, is correct, tigien the ice 
that we have been passing during these two days 
comes under the latter deqomination, for we have 
never seen water beyond it. 

All the land that we have passed to-day is com- 
pletely covered with snow that looks to have 
fallen lately^ for near the shore it appears to be 
but very thinly covered. 

Tmsday^ QQtK — We passed last night and dur- 
ing this forenoon several islands that we had qot 
seen before^ owing to our being obliged, on ik:- 
count of the ice, to keep more to the northward 
tlian we did when going to westward last year* 
£ome of &ese islands are of considera;ble ej^tent. 
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and all of them were, like those mentioned yesteiw 
dajTy covered with snow. In their general charactw 
they resembled those that we saw in this neighbour- 
hood last yeaXy that is» low> and even surfaced. 
This description does not, however, apply to them 
all, for some of those that we saw this forenoon 
were high, and, in many places, rugged. It was 
so dark last night that we were obliged to lay to 
for three hours ; we have made considerable pro- 
gress to-day, however, for we got in the evening 
to the west end of Burrow's Straits. We have in 
the course of the day seen a number of malle» 
miicks, which, as far as I remember at present, are 
the first birds of the kind that we have seen for 
these twelve months past« 

Wedaesdajfi SOth. «- The blank space where we 
saw no land last year, A:om 91^ to 9S^ of west 
longitude^ owing to the distance we were from it, 
we found last night to be a continuous line of 
coasts having a kind of large open bay in it, facing 
to the northward.. Early this morning we got to 
the entrance of Regent's Inlet *, which I under^ 
stand was full of ice, consequently no attempt was 
made to get into it. This being the easternmost 
inl^ or opening that we know of» leading to the 
southward^ the object of making any further 
attempts to go in ^at direction, appears to be at 
length abandoned, or rather it seems that it is now 

* This being, I believe, tlie first time that I have used this, 
name, it may be necessary to remark, that the place called. 
Regent's Inlet, is that large opening leading to the southward 
■od westward, into which we sailed the second week of August 
last jear. 

s 4 
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determined to return to England. Mr. Parry 
therefore, made this deterrpiriation publicly known 
to the officers and ship's company this morning, 
and, according as he promised in , his address to 
them on the 27th instant, full allowaruce of provi- 
sions is now ordered to be issued ;^ and in the 
afternoon a suit of w^m clothes, furnished by 
government, gratis, was given to every person on 
Jboard. 

Thursday^ Slst — After passing Regent's Inlet, 
we continued our course to the eastward, keeping 

. as near the south side of Barrow's Straits as the ice 
would allow us. The distance we were from the 
coast, was generally from seven to eight miles, and 
this space was completely filled up with ice ; how- 
ever, as the weather was clear, there was no 
necessity for our going any closer to the land, as 
we could see it very plainly. Indeed, the nature 

'of the land was such, that it might be seen very 
distinctly at three times the distance we were o^ 
in such weather as we had to-day ; for the land on 
the north side was seen as we came along, atid that 
opposite to it on the south side of the straits, is 
exactly similar to it in character, and I believe 
also in height, being, I imagine, from eight or nine 
hundred, to a thousand feet high, bold, and com- 
posed of horizontal strata, that looked at a distance 
like gigantic steps rising one above another. The 
land on both sides was completely covered with 
snow, and that on the south side apparently very 
deeply. Between us and the north land there 
appeared to be no ice. From two to foiir o'clock 
this morning, we were passing the mouth of a 
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inlet, from four to five* lmfj;;iii*M in UmuUU, 
that ran to the southward. 'VUr ml niiiri- of m wiih, 
fike R^ent's Inlet, full of in'. If jh lo l;c- imiuhI, 
I understand, Admiralty liiUti. J'V<;iii ilu- luhi hull 
of this inlet, the character of flir bud ih V4iy 
much changed, for here ttie hiniUtimiUfh hum, ^ 
and the land, instead of lihiii]^ al;Mi|;ily (m/ui iIu 
sea, ascends gradually aK it n^:«;di;h iiom iht 4 '/uiii« 
so that the highest part <^' it, or i{*s«i wlu«'li u um 
nated our view, wa^ a iouj^ wiiy fulaud AI/'/ui 
eight leagues to tlie c-ahiwaid of Hic al>ovi niUi, 1. 
the opening that wa^ callc:<J in oui foiiu&i vi^.i^/^i. 
Barrow's Bay; but froiu llu vti-w Ui.J »V4 li.til i/f 
it this morning, we liav<; HUony liiU/^/ur. i^/il</iil/i of 
its being a bay, for w(; wcfii- ifiii<;li lUiU&i 1^/ ii ilum 
we had ever been U;lor«; hiwI v^i «'Oiil<l .,it nn 
land at the bottom of it. 'J iu a^pm^ Ht.ii vv,ii i/|/i n 
did not appear ind«;t;(J, to l>i vii^ v^uli , ImiI 
wherever the conlinuii.y of lund n not .uiiuill^ 
seen, I think that it woiil<l U |«fiijiiii|iii</ji in .h). 
that there is no pahhtu^i , i:ii|/< <'i«itly hi n^niit. hli 
these, that havi.- ntf\«rf l/ft;i'ii &/|;1omiI I In. Ihi> 
or inlet, or whaU'v<;f ii umy l>i i4jini<l, w.i. hi 1 
that which we pahi»<;d in tlit inotinitf/. inW nl i> • . 
at the entrance' of it lh«;rc ii|#|>i.Lfiii i.<« Im iwn Imv\ 
islands, and at Uk- txilloni of m, iin^l ni.til) m iln 
middle of the opfMuu)',, iIicm .ipiM.iJiil in |.i 
anodier small, round-toppMi inlaiul , hni iln. Iii.it 
was so far ofi', thai wr wi-ii m doiilii wluiliii if 
might not be the top of a duliuit lull In ilu 
course of the afternoon w<; piih^^;(l .1 hu^i lu uj 
swimming, at the distauct- of two niiU'.s iU UaM 
from the land ; a boat wa» UibpaU^hcd ufU;i Imu, 
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but there was so much sea on at the tune, that we 
never got sight of him after leaving the ship. A 
whale was also seen this, evening, for the first time 
since we returned to the eastwardl I may also 
remark, that we passed some icebergs to-day, for 
the first time since we left this place last year.. 

Friday J September Xst. — We passed Possession 
Bay last night,^ and have been running all this day 
to the southward, within a few leagues of the coast*. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon we came abreast 
of an opening,, which agrees * in. its situadon with 
Pond's B?iy on the chart. We stood in towards it 
until we were stopped by the ice,^ which lay oflf this, 
part of the chart. It was estimated that we were 
at this time,^ from eight to ten leagues from the 
entrance of this inlet ; but, notwithstanding we 
were that distance ofi^ we are certain that if it is. a. 
bay, it must be a very deep one, for we could see 
nothing like land at the bottom of it. The capes 
that formed the entrance of it, and the land indeed 
on both sides of it, as far in as we could see, were 
bold and very high. The angle that the capefik 
subtended, measured 8^ 44^, which, if the distance 
we were off be properly estimated^ would make th^ 
entrance of it about six miles wide. 

Saturdcofi 2d. — We were running to the southr 
ward all day along the land, and generally between 
ten or twelve miles distant from it. The space 
waS| for most part of the way, covered with ice, 
but the land being high, we had no Occasion for 
going any nearer to it, for the purpose of a gene-^ 
ral survey, such as we iu:e taking. In the course 
of the forenocNEit we passed a place where there 
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appeared to be a large harbour. In two or three 
places along this part of the coast, we saw some 
large j^aciers, one of them that we passed this 
morning was estimated to be at least two miles 
long. A great number of icebergs were also seen 
in the course of the day : most of them lay be- 
tween us and the land, and several of them ap- 
peared to be aground, for the tide-mark on them 
was Bt one time five or six feet above the surface 
of the water. We sounded several times as we 
were passing them, and found from sixty to seventy 
fiithoms^ water. During these two days past, a 
great number of mallemucks, and several of the 
various other aquatic birds that frequent these 
seas have been seen, viz. glaucous, and ivory gulls^ 
loons, ratges, and the black-diver, commonly called 
dovekey, or Greenland dove. 

Sunday^ 3d. — The wind being very light, and 
what little there was of it being against us» a 
party of ub landed this forenoon on a part of the 
coast situated in latitude 71 "" 30" N., and longitude 
71° 15' W. Near where we landed, there was an 
islapd about thre^ miles long, situated in a sort of 
bay, and siq)arated from the mainland by a chan* 
nd about two miles broad. The east end of this 
illiafidf or lliat end which faced the sea, termin- 
ate in a very remarkable cliff, which was esti- 
mated to be from lliree to four l^un4f'e feet high, 
said rose quite perpendicular fropi the sea; in one 
point of view, indeed, it overhung a little. The 
wbol^ of the qoast of this island, as far as we ^aw, 
waa so precipitous as tq be perfectly inaccessible. 
On the mainland, also, abppt thi^ p}ace, theret are 
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some of the most remarkable piked mountains 1 
ever saw, for some of them are so pointed, that 
they look at a distance not unlike the spires of a 
ruined building. The land is mountainous, and 
exceedingly rugged, and is covered with snow 
down to the sea side. The rocks are composed 
entirely of granite and gneiss, the former of the 
kind that is termed, by geologists, the oldest 
granite^ that is, consisting of large crystafe of the 
different component parts, particularly the felispar. 
Fragments of beautifirl white quartz were also very 
abundant here. Of the vegetable productions of 
this place we could say but very little, for the land 
was, as I have already said, covered with snow, 
besides it is too late in the season to collect 
plants in this climate. Of the animal kingdom we 
also saw but few specimens ; of these few, how- 
ever, were two red-throated divers that we shot, 
which are the only birds of the kind that we met 
with this voyage. Two flocks of Brent geese, some 
glaucous gulls, and a few snow-buntings, were all 
the animals, 1 believe, that were seen here. We 
saw, however, the tracts of bears, wolves, and 
foxes, in considerable numbers, and the track of 
some cloven-footed animal was also seen ; we sup- 
posed it to be that of a musk-ox, but it was much 
larger than any that we had seen before. We 
met also with bones of a whale, that had been 
thrown up on the beach, and not far from the 
same place were found indications of some people 
(probably Esquimaux) having been here, for a 
piece of whale-bone that they had cut was 
picked up, • and, as a proof that it had not been 
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driven diere br the sei, the chips that had been 
cut off it were lying there. It was low water at 
three o'clock, and trom that time until half-past 
five, it had risen twelve indies : it set to the south- 
ward. 

Mcmdmf^ 4iA. — We made no great progress to- 
day, owing to there being but little wind for a con- 
siderable part of the time ; our course has been the 
same as for some days past, along shore, and about 
the usual distance from it, that is, between three 
and four leagues. In the. course of the afternoon 
we crossed two banks lying about [the distance 
just m^itioned. from the coast. The soundings on 
them varied from twelve and a hdif to eighteen 
fathoms ; coarse sand with black and red specks. 
Between the two banks, the water deepened to 
fifty-six fiithoms ; nature of the bottom the same 
as above. Whilst we were on these banks, it was 
remarked that a tide or current was drifting us 
very fast to the southward ; but, on getting into 
deep water,^ .we. tried to ascertain its rate, but, to 
our surprise, could not find either tide or current. 
There were a great many icebergs aground about 
the edges of these banks, and there was also a 
considerable quantity of loose ice in the same 
neighbourhood, no doubt owing . to . its being 
retained there by these ; bergs. At one o'clock 
we were a little surprised to see a strange ship 
bearing N. E. of us, and distant ; between seveai 
and eight miles ; in the course of the afternoon 
three more sails were seen, from which we imme- 
diately concluded that they must be whale-ships* 
Although we are all anxiousT to hear the news, yet, 
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as we are on our way home ourselves, I believe the 
general wish is, that we should avoid faUing in with 
these vessels, in order that we may be the bearers 
of our own news ; but two of them lie so directly 
in our way, that, without altering our course, we 
must pass very close to them, and as our wish to 
avoid them does not go so far as to induce us to 
go out of our way, it is probable th^t we shall 
speak them to-morrow morning* 

Tuesday J 6th. — In the course of the forenoon 
we passed close to one of the ships th&t were seen 
yesterday, and found her to be the Lee, of Hull ; 
having thirteen fish on board. We learnt frotn 
her, that King George the Third, and His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kent are dead, and several 
other pieces of information of minor importance ; 
simong others, that riots and tumults 'have been 
fltirred up in different parts of the country by dis- 
affected people, but that all of them, however, 
have been happily suppressed, without much vio- 
lence. They alto told us that no less than deven 
ships were destroyed in this coutftry by the ice last 
yttar, and as nothing was heard of us after that ca- 
tastrophe, some unfavourable opinions welte enter- 
tained by itiany people respecting the fate of oiir 
expedition. After remaining ibr a shbrt time in 
Company with her, we sent s6me lettiers^ on b^ard, 
id the event of her getting to Engt^lnd before us ; 
but if they follow the plan they seem to have; in 
view at present, it is j)iSJbable that we^^hall be 
home first outBelves, foimhey ratehd gbing'a^far 
north as th^ latitude of 7^% in order to get round 
a' barrier of ice^ which they say extends 'ftom *the 
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m iittle wm^ to tbe MOthwKrd of ii^ thM ifi^ 

the 69^ nd 70tli ^^ N. «s &t «s th« 
|MTiIH jiMt mentJopecL But « wi^ mn 4own jU^n^ 
^kis coast two years ago, at the same jMut of thi^ 
■rnoaffij widicNit mcBtnig wi^ any ice to oK^itniot 
our pragresB; and as the avoiding of ice i^ WA. m 
our object as that of surveying tlie ooii«ii» it 
I believe, to continue our co«ir^ Along 
tbe land, nmning all hazards of whatev^ obitacle^ 
we may faiqipen to meet widu Therdfotd^ aiVer 
putiii^ <wnj M uiy with the Lee, w<^ rcmmcd mir 
fanner oomse, but keqnng rather do^r iu with 
Ae land, in imder to see a small party of Kmjui^ 
naaox, wUdb, th^ told us, lived near the iihore on 
the nofth aide of a bay, about twenty milci to the 
southwaid. In the course of the afternoon we ^11 
in with another whaler, called the Friendahipi of 
Hull, having seventeen fish on board. Wc received 
no news of any importance from her» except what 
is above mentioned* I ought not to omit moti* 
tioning, however, that this ship and another^ (ihc« 
Truelove, of Hull,) were, this summer^ at the top 
of Baffin's Bay, and looked into Sir Thoman Hmlth^N 
Sound, which they found to be like another of the 
Sounds of Baffin, a Sound without bottom* 'I'h^y 
informed us also, that some of the whale-MhifM eti« 
tered Lancaster's Sound this summer, aitiii anumn 
others, the Alexander, of Aberdeen, one of (be 
shqis employed on the former voyage of dim'jpfMy 
to these seas. 

Wednesday^ 6t/u — As we were »tandit»g in ihh 
evening towards the place where the l>^e UA6 M 
tbe Esquimaux lived, four canoes were fhmf^iiA 
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paddling towards us. While they were yet at a 
considerable distance off, we could hear them, 
making a great noise, which they continued to do 
as they approached us. They came alongside 
without the least hesitation, and one of our boats 
being there, our people assisted them in getting 
out of their canoes, which were all hoisted on 
board, and helped them up the side. On getting 
on board, they evinced no signs either of fear or 
astonishment : on finding themselves in security, 
their first act was to turn to, to dance; if turning 
round, juniping, and other wild , gesticulations 
deserve that appellation. At the' same time that 
they were showing us their; accomplishments in the 
dancing W£^y, they gave us a* specimen of their 
vocal talents also; but to call the two or three 
monotonous ejacula};iotiB that they uttered, a song, 
would certainly -.be 'a- misapplication of the word, 
for the whole -of r their melody consisted only of 
these three wards,' viz. *' hey yey yagh," which 
they repeated with: great rapidity, and .with vehe- 
mence, in proportion' to , the movements of the 
body ; these wefre at fitst very violent, biit by de- 
grees became more moderate, from being* unal)le, I 
imagine, to continue such fatiguing exertions. 
After due time was:allowed then! to exhibit all their 
elegant acquirements, we made, signs to them to 
go below, to which proposal they readily assented, 
and, in order to entertain them in return for their 
exhibition on deck, two or tree tunes were played 
on the hand oi^n. Whether they were cheered 
by the music, or considered it necessary to con- 
tinue to amuse us, I cannot say for certain ; but 
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th^ skipped about, and hey yey yagh'd more fu- 
riously than ever. We have reason, however, to 
think, that all thig proceeded more from a desire 
to please us than from any pleasure they had in it 
themselves; for one of them, who was an older 
man than any of the rest, on its being signified to 
him to sit down in order to have his picture taken, 
he immediately sat down very composedly, whilst- 
the otiiers were displaying all then* antic feats. 
This old man appeared to be of a very facetious 




dispo^tion, and a very great adept at mimickry ; 
JOT now and then, when his attention was drawn 
off to view the surrounding objects, it was signified 
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to Inm the necessity of maintaining a steatfy potf-; 
turq i and in doing so, he used to imitate, \vith ah 
air of the most complete buffoonery and good 
huHiourj the attitude of the person who was show- 
ing him the posture that it was wished he should 
keep himself in. 

. This man appeared to be between fifty-five and 
^ixty years of age, for his hair and beard were quite 
grey. His visage differed materially irom that of 
tihe rest, particularly in being much narrower. H^ 
was also considerably shorter than any of them, 
for he measured only four feet eleven inches and a 
half, and the shortest of the others was five feet 
four inches and a half; the remaining two were 
nearly of the same height, one measured five feet 
five inches and a half, and the other five feet six* 
inches. The two last appeared to be also nearly 
about the same age, that is, between five-and- 
twenty and thirty ; the young man did not look 
to be above one or two and twenty. The Esqui- 
maux countenance has been so often, and so accu- 
rately described, thatit would be quite unnecessary 
to ente^ into a lengthened detail respecting the fea- 
tures of these people, as they differed in no respect 
from the numerous accounts already given ; ,viz. a 
broad and flat countenance, high-cheek bones, 
small and deep-sunk eyes, ^hort pug nosej^ large 
mouth, thick lips, coarse l)lack and straight hair, 
and a thin black beard, both on the chin and upper 
lip, and the colour of the skin somewhat of a light 
tawny-brown, and greasy. With regard to their 
clpthei^, they differed but little al^o ft*om that worn 
l^y U^e Esquimia\H. of Greenland. Tlxe jackets,: or 
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rallierfrocks, of the three young men, were made of 
of white dog or wolf skin, having the fur^side in, or 
next their body : they came down as far as the hip* 
joint; aQd their lower border was straight all round, 
with the exception of a small slit in the front : 
they all had hoods to them, which served for a: 
h^d-covering. Their breeches were also made of 
the same kind of skin, but having the fur-side 
out ; and their boots, which came up to the knee, 
were likewise made of the same material, and had 
the fur-side in. The old man's dress was made 
entirely of seal-skin, but in its shape it differed 
in. no respect from that of the others : it had this 
peculiarity, however, that his frock had the fur- 
side of the skin out. Their canoes were made of 
seal-skin, and of the same shape as those of the 
GreenlaQders, but rather larger, and not near so 
n^al;, probably owing to the latter having better 
inntifqments to execute their work with. The 
frames of their canoes were made chiefly of fir- 
wood, as were also their paddles, which were 
about nine feet and a half long, double-headed, 
and the rim of the blades very neatly edged with 
bone. Their spears were from four to five feet long, 
and were made of narwhal's horns : most of them 
were headed with sharp-pointed pieces of bone ; 
but one of them had a lance-pointed piece of iron 
fitted on to the end of his spear ; and the old man 
had a piece of wood, about the same length as their 
spears, near one end of which there was a sharp 
iron hook, made apparently of a nail* They hs^ 
a scimetar-shaped knife each, made of the tusks 
of the walrus, or sea-horse ; and on each canoe 
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there was a large inflated bladder, which I suspect 
to.l^e.that of the same animal. These implements, 
a few seal-skins, and two or three spare jackets, 
lyere all the articles they had, and with all of 
them they, very soon parted ; for, after they had 
pretty well tired themselves jumping and bawling, 
they turned to, to barter, and in a very short time 
disposed of. every thing they had, except their 
canoes, and before they went away, they bartered 
one of them also. As there was no intention to 
impose upon them, nothing was offered them 
except such things as were deemed would be use- 
ful to them, such as knives, scissars, needles, nails, 
gimUets, and pieces of wood ; and for the canoe 
they, or rather the man it belonged to, received 
four boarding pike-staves, and tihe heads of five or 
six of them, several pieces of wood, a handkerchief, 
a psur of * mittens, and a piece of red cloth. One of 
our men made them a present of ahand-saw, and an- 
other gave one of them a red shirt ; beads, looking- 
glasses, and a number of other things of little value 
were also given l^em, but, as I have already re- 
marked, not in excihange for What they had, but 
merely as donations. They showed a great deal 
of intelligence and probity in their dealings; for 
they evinced no great desire for beads, or any 
other baubles, and they never attempted to take 
any thing except what was given them. We re- 
marked, that every thing they received they im- 
meifiately touched with their tongue, apparently 
ta, show that it was then legally their property. 
From what we saw of them, they appeared to be 
perfectly honest, a virtue which has seldom been 
found amongst uncivilized people. It may be said. 
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indeed, indiis instmce, thatthey hadno great oppON 
tuiutjr fcM* pUferin^ if th^ were so disposed i but 
if sodi a diiposition existed, it b probable that some 
sjrmptoois of it would be detected ; but as there 
were mme discovered, it is but a piece of justice 
due to them to consider them honestrwhikt nothing 
to the contraiy can be said against them. We un 
derstood, fit>m the people of the Lee, that when 
they fdU in with them, they could hear nothing 
fixMn them but the word <* PLllitey," which signi* 
fies, I bdieve, in the Esquimaux language, Give me 
something. Of this begging expression, however, 
they made very little use whilst, on board of us, 
most probably owing to the commercial system 
that was adopted, from which they soon learned 
that they had the means of procuring what they 
wanted, without humbling themselves to beg for 
it We endeavoured to learn a few words of their 
language, or rather we tried to ascertain if* it is 
the same as that spoken by the Esquimaux in other 
parts of these regions, and as far as our means of 
deciding this point went, we have reason to sup- 
pose that it is» The method that was adopted to 
ascertain this, was by showing them specimens, 
and drawings, of the different animals that we had 
reason to think they must be acquainted with. 

Immediately the head of the reindeer was shown 
them, they called it *^ tooktook,'' and according to 
Mr. Chappell's account of the Esquimaux in Hud« 
son's Straits, they call the deer " muck-ta/' • A 
drawing of a bear, and others of some odier mi" 
nuds being shown them, they appeared to know 
veiy well what they were intended to represent) 
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but they falked so much, that it was impossible to 
say for certain what their names for them were. 

With respect to the musk ox we are not siire 
that they are acquainted with hirii, and if they 
Bthf it is doubtful what their name for him is ; for 
although a good drawing, and, afterwards, a head 
of one of these animals were shown them, they 
said nothing that appeared to be expressive of his 
name, until some person pointing to the bead, said, 
umimack, which word they immediately repeated, 
but pronounced it as if spelt oomingmack. It is 
doubtful,, therefore, whether they understood that 
we were informing them; that umimack was our 
name for the animal, or that they were telling us 
that oomingmack was their name for him. Ttiere 
is one circumstance, however, which may be men- 
tioned, that tends to strengthen the latter opinion, 
which is, that the tribe of esquimaux we Ml in 
ynih near the top of Baffin^s Bay two years ago, 
told Saccheuse (our Esquimaux interpreter) that a 
large animal, which they called umimack, frequented 
ithat country^ They described it as having a bom 
on its backi but this would be so extraordinary a 
thing, that it is more reasonable to suppose that 
they meant a hunch, although firom the paucity of 
words in their language they might not have a 
term' to express it* But this is a subject which 
our present knowledge does not enable us to say 
much about, with any degree of certainty $ though 
I think we may take it for granted, that all the 
Esquimaux tribes that are scattered along the 
shores of Greenland, North America, and its ad*- 
jacent islands, are the same race of people, and, as 
fsur as oiir observations go: their appearance, dress. 
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manners, mode of living, as well as their language, 
tend to confirm this point. With regard to their 
origin, most of the writers who have written about 
them suppose them to be of Samoeid or Tartar 
descent ; but on this point I have no pretensions to 
dffer an opinion. 

After our visitors had bartered every thing they 
had to dispose of, and we had obtained from them 
all the information that was possible to be learnt^ 
they were assisted into their canoes again, and a 
boat was sent with them to land the man that sold 
bis canoe. On leaving the ship they made no 
signs indicative of taking farewell, but they went 
away apparently very much pleased with the re- 
ception they met with, and the bargains they had 
made. On the way going ashore our boat tried 
for a little while to pull against them, but our peo- 
ple soon found that they were no match for them, 
especially the two young men, for the old man either 
could not, or did not, exert himself much on the 
occasion. During this trial an opportunity occurred 
for observing how quickly they noticed any thing 
that was said when they Could make out the mean- 
ing of it ;: for on hearing the officer who had charge 
of the boat tell the men to " pull away," they 
'immediately comprehended, from the exertions 
that were made, that this was an injunction to the 
men to increase their efforts, and by way of jo- 
cosely showing their own dexterity, they used to 
go on a-head of our boat, and call out " Pull away, 
pull away.*' Immediately they landed, another of 
them sold his canoe to the o|9cer tliat went in the 
boat, ibr his dirk, a Flushing-jacket, a shawl that 
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he had about his neqk^ a knife, and some beads. 
It being dark at the titne they landed, our people 
did not see their huts, but they judged afterwards 
that they were at no great distance from them ; for 
about a quarter of an hour after they left the 
shore, on their return, they heard great shouts, 
apparently of rejoicing ; and amongst them they 
could distinguish the voices of women and children, 
or at least voices that they considered to be such. . 
Thursday 9 ^th. — We stood in this morning to- 
wards the fiord, or inlet, where the Esquimaux 
landed last night, and when we got close in, a boat 
went ashore to, see their habitations, which they 
found to consist of two huts made of sealrskins, 
and situated close to the beach. The inhabitants 
of t|iese huts they found to be the four men who 
visited us last night, four women, and nine chil* 
dren. One of the women was very old, and was 
on that account supposed to be the wife of the old 
man already mentioned. Two of the others were 
judged to be about thirty years of age, and they 
were supposed to.be the mothers of all the young 
family : one of them was pregnant. The fourth 
ilamsel appeared to be too young to be yet living 
a conjugal lifej and there was another circum- 
stance remarked with regard to her, that was 
considered as a mark that she h^d not yet ar- 
rived at the happiness of a matrimonial life. 
The circumstance alluded to is, that the other 
three were tattooed, whilst she was not, from which 
it was supposed, that this barbarous decoration was 
the distinguishing badge of a married woman. This 
honourable, and no doubt in their estimation, or- 
namental piece of artificial beauty, consisted of 
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two curved lines, extendii^ from tiie outar conn^^ 
or angle crf'the ejes» down to the upper lip« The 
convex side <^ these lines pointed bftdtwardS) Mid 
their junction at their low^ eoA formed an acute 
angle. The diin and lower lip w^re also tattooed^ 
by straight lines, which diverged from the mouth 
downwards. Whether it was owing to her being 
jree firom these barbarous scars, or not, I do not 
pretend to say, but they who saw her, speak of 
the young girl, comparatively, as a great beauty } 
whilst they describe the old dame as the picture of 
ugliness. With respect to their dress, tlie women 
seem to have been habited nearly in the same 
manner as the men, namely, in leather-jacketSi 
boots, and breeches. Their huts were about the 
same shape and size, as the ruins of those that wd 
met with on Melville Island ; but the square place 
at the end of them, which was supposed, at that 
time, to be the place where they kept their provi- 
sions, appears to be their fire-place. They did 
not find them so filthy inside, as the Esquimaux 
huts are generally described to be ; but it must bo 
recollected that these were their summer-hutN. 
They found that they lived in a state of great afflu- 
ence, at least as much so as people, living as they 
do, could be expected, for they had several stores 
of sea-horses' flesh, covered with stones, along the 
beach. And as another proof that they cannot be 
badly off for provisions, they had no less than fifty 
or sixty dogs, which alone would require no small 
quantify of food. Although it is probable that tb^ 
derive the chief part of their sustenance from the 
sea, it is probable that they also occasionally ma*^ 
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jiage to kill deer ; fcr they showed one of the gen- 
tlemen that went on shore the skm of one> and 
made signs to him that the animal had been killed 
by an arrow, . pointing to. the hole that the arrow 
had made. The only bow found amongst them, 
however, was a small one made of whalebone, that 
appeared to be intended as a play-thing to one of 
their children ; but the advantages of such an instru- 
ment, and the very ordinary ingenuity and means 
required to make it, render it probable that they are 
acquainted with the use of the bow and arrow. It 
may be mentioned, indeed, as a proof of this, that 
thearrow belonging to the small bow just spoken of 
l^as feathered, a circumstance which can hardly 
be supposed to have been accidentally done to 
adorn a toy. With reqiect to their fishing imple- 
ments, none were SQen that differed much from 
those that they brought on board last night Some 
articles were found amongst them^ however, which 
evidently show that they had intercourse, either 
directly, or through the means of others, with Euro- 
peans, for they had apiece of a file set into a bone 
handle, in such a way as to resemble an adze in 
miniature ; they had also some beads, differ- 
ent from any that we had given them when they 
were on board. Tliis place appears, however, to be 
at present their permanent residence j for one of 
the officers who went up a little way into the bay, or 
inlet where they lived, in order to sounds found 
their winter-huts there. And certainly^ as far as 
appearances g6, they could not get a more digible 
situation for their abode in this country ; for the 
inlet is full of small islands, which, I sljiould ima« 
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gine, io be places likely to be very much resorted to 
by walruses, and in the breeding season, by the 
difierent birds which frequent these regions. How 
-fiu* this inlet goes inland, it is impossible for us 
to say, as we could see nothing like a termina* 
tion to it : if we were to judge of its extent by the 
depth of the water in it, we might suppose it to be 
very considerable ; for we found one hundred and 
eighty fathoms water within the entrance of it, and 
not sbove a mile from the shore. It appeared to 
be from four to five miles in breadth, as far in as we 
went. But to return again to the natives of tliis 
inlet, I have only further to say of them, that from 
whatl can learn, they all displayed the same spirit of 
cheerfulness, contentment, and good humour, that 
they evinced in so eminent a degree on board ; and 
if they had reason at that time to be well pleased 
with the bargains they had made, I understand 
that they had equally as good a cause to be satis- 
fied with their traflSc to-day ; for they got a hat- 
chet, five brass-kettles, several knives, nails, pieces 
of wood, beads, and various other things, in ex- 
change for another of their canoes, a sledge, (made 
of bones,) fourteen dogs, (most of them piuppies,) 
two stone troughs, made of lapis allaris., or pot- 
stone, and one or two i^pears. The stone troughs are 
exceedingly well made, considering their means; the 
one was nearly a foot long, and about half that in 
breadth and depth; the other was considerably 
larger ; the former served them to cook their vic- 
tuals in, and the latter to hold the oil or grease 
that they burnt, to cook them with. The head of 
one of the spears, which was also made of stone. 
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Cclay-slate,) was remarkably well executed; in fact, 
when we consider that the only instrument they 
were seen to possess, that could be of any use in 
making the different articles they had, was the 
piece of file above mentioned, it is surprising how 
well they finished every thing. Judging,: therefore, 
from these circumstances, we have reason to hope, 
that with the means we afforded them, they will 
benefit very considerably for many years to come. 
Among the occurrences of this day, I omitted to 
mention, that the sun wa» beautifully eclipsed from 
eight to nine o'clock this morning. 

Saturday^ 9th. — Nothing of any importance 
occurred . during these two^ days past ; our course 
has been, along the land, to the southward ; but ss 
we have had but light winds for most part of the 
time, we have made no great progress. We were 
at noon to-day about the latitude of 69^® N. The 
character of the land at this place difiers very 
materially from that to the northward, for it is, 
comparatively speaking, low, and even-surfaced. 
Along the coast, indeed, for about a degree to the 
northward from this, the land is low near the sea^; 
but inlaind it is backed by a range of high hills ; 
here, however, no high land is visible even in the 
interior, as far as we can see. 

Sunday^ 10th. — We had a strong breeze of wind 
to-day from the north-west, by compass, so • that 
we had, or rather might have had, a good run to 
the southward, but most part of the forenoon was 
occupied in examining a large bay that we crossed. 
At the bottom of it there are six or seven high, 
tound-toppqd islands, one of which is remarkable 
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from its bemg o£ m leddidi ootoor. When wo 
were abieast of iheae ishoids^ it Uew very freah 
indeed off the knd» firom which I am inclined to 
think that anodier inlet runs in here, similar to 
that where we found the Esquimaux the other 
day. 

Iksesdmf, ISiA. — We have made very little 
pr ogress during these two days, owing to there 
heing very little wind, we have also been impeded 
a good deal by the young ice which forms during 
the night. The land here is of the same high and 
rocky character as that to the northward. We 
passed a rock yesterday which was very remark- 
able, for the front of it that faced the sea was at 
least four hundred feet high, and quite perpendi- 
cular, and in the front of it there were several 
white streaks running up and down, which looked 
at the distance we were from it, columns of the 
rock. Along this part of the coast there are 
several small islands, particularly at the entrance 
of the inlets, or harbours, which abound here in 
such numbers. 

Wednesday y ISth. — The Aurora Borealis was 
seen last night, streaming very beautifully from 
west to south-east; in the latter direction its 
motions were very rapid, and its colours were also 
very brilliant: the prevailing colour was a light yeU 
low ; but the outer edge of those coruscations that 
streamed towards the zenith appeared at diffin'ent 
times of a light purple hue. We came this mom^ 
ing to a barrier of ice, extending from the land to 
the northward and eastward as far as we could ift# 
Oar cMily alternative was, therefore, to return to 
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the nofthward, and endeavour to g^ across th0 
north end of it Our prcigressin this retrograde 
mDvement^ to-day, was very slow»^ chiefly, for want- 
of wind, and being also very much impeded by ther 
young ice. A number of whales have been seen to- 
day, and for several days past, 
f Satttrday^ iQth. — The weather has been so 
thick during these two days past, that we have- 
been obliged to make fast ^o a floe, i& ordei: tQ 
wait for its clearing up to see which way to go ;: 
for we are so surrounded with ic^ tha|: by attempt- 
ing to run at present, we jmight only hamper 
ourselves by running into the middle . q£ a packer 
We sounded to-day in eight hundred and ten 
fathoms, soft mud : the temperature of the wateti 
at this depth was ascertained by the self-register-^ 
jng thermometer to be 27^y that of the surface, at; 
the same time, being 304°. By way of experiment,^ 
four pieces of wood were fastened to the sounding 
line ou this occasion, which when they came up^ 
were,, ^sj mght p^tufally be expQQted, very much 
saturated with moisture, from the gr^t pressure. of 
the water at such a depth. The< pieces of wood 
were, one of oak, another of elm« the third of asli^ 
and the foujcth of flr ; and. they were, as might aij^p 
be presupposed, saturated in proportion to their 
density; that is, the weight ;of the picjce of oak wan 
least, and that of the piece of £r most increa^sed, 
by the quantity of water forced into them.. 

Sunday 9 VJth. — The weather having clearednfp 
a little, this morning, we prepared tp cast off; the 
only preparation, indeed, necessary on the occasion^ 
was to endeavour to get on board one of the 
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Esquimaux dogs, that hadlieen on the ice for these 
three days past ; but, notwithstanding most of the 
ship's company were sent after him, he was so 
wild that it was impossible to get h(dd of him ; 
rather, therefore, than leave him to starve, he was 
shot. 

Monday J iSth. — The weather still continues 
foggy, and we meet with a considerable quantity 
of floe ice, some of which is heavier than any that 
I remember having seen in Davis's Straits before. 
In order to avoid danger, we therefore make fast 
during the night. We sounded to day in eight 
hundred and ninety seven fathoms ; no bottom. 

Friday^ ^lid^ •— » Nothing of any importance has 
<iccurred during these four days past : the weather 
has been generally foggy j and our progress to the 
southward has been very much impeded by the' 
ice, which, as I have already remarked, is heavier 
than we have been accustomed to meet with 
in these seas ; for several of the floes that we have 
passed lately were from two to three feet above 
the surface of the water, which, from the difierent 
^xperimepts that we have made on the specific 
gravity of ice, would make the thickness of these 
floes, from fifteen to twenty feet. We had an^ 
eclipse of the moon this morning ; but from the) 
impossibility of observing the immersion or emer- 
sion, with any degree of correctness on board of 
ship, nothing was deduced' from it in the way of 
determiding our longitude. We spoke the ship 
Ellison of Hull, during the night, with fifteen fish 
on board. 

Saturday^ 30th. — ^^ This week pa;st has been as 
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barren of incidents worthy of notice as any period 
of equal length, for some time. past. We crossed the 
Arctic circle on the @4th inst. ; and. for most. part 
of the time since that; we have had generally coarse 
weather j we have now, , however, got clear pf the 
ice, and we have kept at such a distance from Cape 
Farewell, that there is nothing to apprehend what- 
ever way the wind may blow. Our latitude, tp-day> 
at noon, was 58^ 44' 5V\ and longitude by chrpn. 
53M2' W. 

Monday 9 October 2rf.. — We have had. a .gale of 
wind during these two days. past, which moderated 
considerably, in the course of this jdftieraoon. We 
Ijost sight of the Griper about si^ o'clock this 
morning : she appeared at the^ time that, we last 
saw her to be lying to. We ran, however, until 
nine o'clock, at which time the wind be^an to abate 
a little, we, therefore, brought to, and waited for 
her until two in the afternoon; but as she had not 
made her appearance, although the weather, had 
by that time cleared up, there was reason to sup- 
pose that she had taken a different course from 
that which . we canie, and had probably passed us 
before the weatJier cleared up; we, ; therefore, 
made sail, keeping rather to the northward of our 
couxse, in hopes of falling in with her. 
- Tuesday J 3d. — A vigilant lookrout has been 
kept all day for the Griper, but nothing has as yet 
been seen of her j so that we now begin to suspect 
that we shall not see her again until we meet at 
Shetland, which, I understand, is the. appointed 
place of rendezvous in case of separation. , 
. The AiiroraBorealis appeared very beautifully 
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irdm nine till deven o'clock this evemng, forming 
ao arch ettending from east to west across the 
2^nith ; almost the whole of the south side of the 
hemisphere was indeed illumined by it, but it 
was not seen to the northward ^except near the 
zenith. It presented at different times a beautiftil 
display of some of the prismatic colours, particu* 
larfy the red, orange, yellow, and green ; lake was 
also a predominant colour in some parts occa- 
sionally. With respect to the different forms that 
it assumed, and its various movements, I consider 
it impossible to give a correct idea of them by 
words. It appeared sometimes in immense sheets 
of light, moving rapidly along the surface of the 
sky, and at other times it darted in straight 
columns from different parts of the sky towards the 
zenith. The most remarkable ^pearance, how« 
ever, that it presented, was a sort of serpentine 
motion that it had at one time from west to east, 
across the zenith. The electrometer was tried, but 
it was not aflfected, nor did we hear any noise 
such as has been said to be produced by this phe- 
nomenon. Whether the Aurora Borealis dims the 
light of the stars clr not, I can hardly pretend to say, 
but I can aflSrm this much, that I could see very 
plainly, in the thickest part of it, the four small 
stars forming the diamond-shaped %ure in the 
constellation of the Dolphin, from which I imagine 
that a great part of the dimness that appears Co be 
occasioned, is owing to the stars and Aurora Bo- 
realis being nearly of the same colour. 

Wednesday, llM.-^Wi? picked up this after- 
noon a piece of pine tbree feet eleten inches ift 

u 
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length, and seven inches in diameter; it appeared to 
have been a considerable time in the water ; there 
was no axe-mark, or that of any other tool, to be seen 
upon it, so that it is probable that it had been 
drifted to this place from the coast of America. 
Our latitude at noon was 61° 8' N., and longitude, 
when sights were taken for chronometer in the 
forenoon, 34** 44' W. Several land-birds, namely, 
hawks, and wheat-ears, have been seen about the 
ship at different times for some days past. 

Monday^ iQth. — A heavy gale of wind com- 
menced very suddenly at nine o'clock in the fore- 
noon of Saturday last, and continued to blow very 
violently from that time until noon to-day, and 
heavy squalls occurred indeed occasionally until 
three o'clock in the afternoon. During the first 
night of the gale our stern-boat was carried away 
by a sea, which struck her. That, however, was 
a loss that hardly deserves to be mentioned, when 
compared with what we sustained to-day, for at 
half-past one o'clock this afternoon, we carried 
away our bowsprit, fore-mast, (about two feet above 
the deck,) and main-top-mast, a little above the 
cap. Our best bower-anchor was also obliged to 
be cut away, in consequence of some of the wreck 
getting entangled with it. Notwithstanding the. 
bustle and confusion that were unavoidably occa- 
sioned by this accident, and the boisterous state 
of the weather, the ship was cleared of the wreck, 
and the remaining masts secured without any per- 
son being hurt 

Wednesday^ 18/)^. -^ All hands have been busily 
einplbyed duriiig these two days fitting the rigging. 
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and preparing to get jury-masts up : a jury fore- 
mast was got up indeed to-day, and the main-top- 
niast is ready for going up to-morrow morning. 
We saw a strange saU a few miles astern of us in 
the afternoon, but the weather being thick at the 
time, we could not make out what she was, and, as 
the wind was light at the time, she did not come 
up with us in the course of the evening. 

Thursday i IQth. — Nothing more has been seen 
of the vessel just mentioned, whether she steered 
a different course during the night in order to avoid 
fidling in with us from seeing the state we were in^ 
I cannot pretend to say : but, be that as it may, 
we are now in a state that does not require her as- 
sistance even if she was to appear, for we have goit 
a jury-bowsprit rigged, and top-masts up to-day. 
The wind and weather is still, however, rather un- 
favourable for us, for the sea has not yet gone 
down, and the wind is from the southward and 

eastward. *^ 

Friday i 27 th. — Nothing occurred for this week 
past worthy of any notice j the wind has been for 
most part of the time rather against us, and we 
have ha4 ever since the last gale of wind a heavy 
swell. We saw three vessels yesterday, one of 
which showed Prussian colours. Soon after day- 
light this morning land was descried, which we 
knew from our latitude to be Fula or Foul Island^ 
one of the Shetland Islands. Our longitude by 
the chronometers agreed with that in which this 
island is laid down within three or four miles, 
which 9hows the great utility of these machines, if 
3uch a proof was wanting ; but their use in nwu 

u 2 
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gation is too well known to require way comment 
of mine. - 

Saturday J 9&ih. — We have been rimning to the 
southward to-day between Fair Island and Ro- 
naldsha, both of which were in sight fi>r most part 
of the day. 

Sunday j'9Qth. — When the weather cleai^ uip 
at noon to-day, we saw Mormond Hill in Banff> 
shire, bearing W. S. W. by compass, and distant 
five or six leagues. I must here conclude my nar« 
rative, as an order has been issued to-day, re- 
^questing all logs and journals, &c. that havie been 
kept by any person during tiie voyage to be sealed 
up, and sent to Mr. Parry, in order to be trans- 
mitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Adtnii- 
rally. 

YxL conduding this journal, I may rem«k that 
aKhough we have not actually discovei^d the 
north-west passage, yet we have so far proved 
its existence, that I presume no person can Hence- 
toiQi be so sceptical as to doubt it ; and I am even 
in hope^ indeed, to see the di^^ whc^ its actual 
existence will be proved beyond a doubt. 



^.k * . ' 



* * * . 4 



S94 



APPJElNDIX. 



No. II. — A Lift of Nautkaly Astronomical^ Meteorohgkatf 
and other Instruments supplied to the Expedition. The Num" 
bers in the right-hand column refer to the portion of the 
different Articles supplied to the Griper f and consequently those 
in the middle column to the number kept on hoard the Hecla. 



I 



Instruments supplied to the Expedition. 



Astronomical clocks and stands ••• 2 

Altitude instruments .« 4 

Artificial horizons 6 

Azimuth compasses 8 

Anglometers ••.....••• 4 

Barometers (marine) ••• 4 

Ditto (mountain) 4 

Beam compasses 2 

Brass scales 2 

Chronometers 

Compasses (steering) 4 

Circular protractors 2 

Cvanameters ~ • 2 

Charts, boxes of 2 

Drawing instruments, cases .«i. 2 

Dip sectors 2 

Dipping needle 1 

Dip-steering needle 1 

Electrometers 2 

Electric chains 2 

Gunter scales... 2 

Hydrometers 2 

Hygrometers • 2 

Hydrophorus 1 

Instrument for magnetic force 1 

Micrometer 1 

Parallel rulers 4 

Portable observatory 1 

Repeating circle 1 

Thermometers 20 

Ditto (register) 1 

Theodolites, (one small and the 

other 7-inch) .^ 2 

Transit instrument ....^ 1 

Telescopes (2 feet) 6 

Variation transit 1 

Ditto needle 1 

Water bottles 3 



Hecla. 



2 
2 
8 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

'S 

1 

1 

1 box 
' 1 case 

1 

1 

1 

2 
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1 

1 
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10 



1 7-inch 
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4 
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2 



Griper. 



2 
3 
4 
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box 
case 
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10 
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Ismail 

2 
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312 APPENDIX. 

No. IV.-rA DU6RAH, 

B KhWUng a Series of Azimuths taken on every Becond point of the CMnpaw, 
fiir the parpoM of determining the Deriatjon on board His Majesty's ship 
Heclfc, July 24th, 1819, inlatitu4e73=00'N. long. 6CP96'W. 




Ka. T. — A iaAG£AM. 



S^cmwf i3k deviatian ol -Ae bbo^^h rni board Hif MafS^i-V Aip 
Hcda, Kl KocddeBt, M^ flth. IKIEL Tbe m^imrir dqi. or veitica] inclt- 
nakn ftf Ae napaic aeadlE, brai^ 74'^ 85'. Tlif nuimer is whidi tb 



ihofc^ns ahtaianil. Trhirh iD'Aie n 

R-^aCTK. Ibe inner citElr dwm riw Imkb^ Bfihe 
■q>'s la^d an eaidi af the i* 




W. 1^ £. aid W. & v.; and die unddle rarck cmBuni thr anxMBU nf thr 
! ■ " ■ ' — » m 'di^ Bvatt, -winiii k aqnal to &r difemHv hw» « i dir trar 
^if^^iy ^ lb oet^; nd n liLaiiii|.*-wifli tfar Aiti^ lH«i «■ 



S14 APPENDIX. 



No. VI. — Copy of the Paper contained in the Bottle thrown 

overboard^ May ^2d^ 1819* 

<< His Majesty's Ship Hecla, at two o'clock P.M., on the 
22d of May, 1819, latitude 59^ 4' N., longitude 6^55'W., light 
breezes and fine weather, wind East, Griper in company. All 
well. Temperature of the air, 51i°. Sea water, 48* ^^ 

(Signed) W. £* PARRY, Lieutenant and Commander 

^g^ « Whoever &ids this paper, is requested to forward it to 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, London, with a note of 
the time and place at which it was found." 

• 

A^ << Quiconque tfouvera ce papier, est pri^ d'y marquer le 
tems et lieu ou il Faura trouv^, et de le faire parvenir 
au plutdt au Secretaire de I'Amirautd Britannique k 
Londres." 

A^ « Quienquiera hallara este papel, est£ pedido de enviarlo 
al Secretario del Almirantazgo, a Londr^s, con una 
nota del tiempo y del lugar en los quales se hall6 el 
dicho papel." 

^^ « Enhver som finder dette papiir, anmodes at insende samme 
unfortovet til Regjeringen i Tuobenhavn eller i Stock- 
holm, eller til Secretairen af det Brittiske Admiralitet 
i London, med bemserkning angaaende tiden naar, og 
stedet hvor papiret er fundet." 

^^ « Een ieder die dit papier mogt vinden, wordt hiermede 
verzogt, om het zelve, ten sppedigste, te willen zenden, 
aan den Heer Minister van de Marine der Nederlanden 
in 'S Gravenhage, of evel aan den Secretari der Britsche 
Admiraliteit, te London, en da by te voegen eene nota, 
inhoudende de tyd en de plaats alwaar dit papier is 
gevonden geworden.*^ 



'SccmqafM/^ftirtacmjby^^omtUcx* 

JUwckux^ CU~l'6,UMU Si. ^M>tlO0M/b-&- 
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No. VII. — Copy of a TIDE-TABLE kept on board Hl» 
Majeaty'8 Ship Hecia, from the +th of May to the Slat 
of June, 1820) in Winter Harbour, Melville Island. 
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.TIDE TABLE -romtifiu^ 
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